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NCARRON was the firft who wave 4 
juft and full defctiption of the proud 
inetropolis of the French empite. It was, 
like this preface, the better for being fhort. 
The partiality which I have always enter- 
tained for laconifm, has induced me to 
bring the full length picture of Paris down 
to aminiature: and as I do not fee that 
copy thould be exaé to the original even to 
a fault, I have taken fome libetties with my 
author, which I am vaih enough to think 
will be approved of by thofe who may take 
the trouble of comparing. Thofe who cau- 
not, or will not do it, need only be told, 
that without deviating from matters-of fact, 
I have introduced here and there a few tints 
which were wanting in the Pi@ure to give 
ita perfect finith. The French painter had 
huddled up his fubjeéts together, or placed 
them ina wrong licht—I have endeavoured 
to introduce a better order, and remove that 
confufion. In fhort, like a true artift, I 
have improved upon my medel. This is not 
very modeft you'll fay—I own it; but if 


Ad. 


Vou 
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you find it true, what matters it ? and if you 
do not, I know the confequence, and may 
receive my next ounce of fnuff wrapped up 
in a difmembered page of my own work. 
I fhall not be the firft---and the countlefS 
number of writers inthe fame predicament, 
will be my comfort. 

Therefore, good reader, believe me, as 
you cannot hurt my feelings as an author, 
do not fuffer your temper to be ruffled ; pe- 
tufe the werk, laugh at Parifian folly, 
meannefs and ignorance---and then to the 
Postrace, ** With what appetite you 
may.” 


PARIS 
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PARIS IN MINIATURE. 





CHARACTER OF THE PARISIANS. 


“HERE is not a fet of people more incon- 

fiftant and carelefs than the generality of 

the Parifians. The very fame event which made 

“them almoft frantic in the morning, is turned 

by them before night into ridicule and laughed 

at, becaufe a Parifian muft be merry, no matter 
for what. 

For near a century, they have fallen into a 
kind of apathy and indifference on their politi- 
cal interefts. This indolence is the very bane 
of the mind; weakens the underftanding, and 


in a manner enervates the foul. 


The Regent, by his pecuniary fchemes fixty 


years ago, overturned the fartunes, and by this 
means perverted the morals of the inhabitants ; 
and his reign may be looked upon as the peried 

B at 
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at which the Parifian for ever renounced his do- 
meftic virtues. 

The citizens ate. tradefmen; but never were 
merchants: great and extenfive fpeculatioris be- 
ing above the narrow compafs of theif com- 
mercial ideas, or perhaps incompatible with 
their indolence, and the tyranny of their cuftom- 
houfe officers. 

As foon as a ftranger fets his foot in the 
ftreets of Paris, he may eafily perceive that lit- 
tle account is made of the common people; not 
the deatt convenience for them; ‘not fo muchas 
a foot-way ; they feem to be a body totally di- 
itinct from the other order of citizens, The 
great and wealthy who ride in their carriages, 
enjoy the inhuman right of ruaning over and 
maiming .them in the ftreets: an hundred of 
thoie unfortunate are yearly crushed under the 
wheels. The indifference with which thofe ac- 
cidents are heard or talked of, thews the re- 
ceived opinion to be, that all muft be lublervient 
to the luxury of the great.—Louis XV, 
formed of the daily misfortunes occafioned by 
the careleffneis, or perhaps the malice of the 
drivers, efpecially of the phaetonic petits maitres, 
uted to fay, “ If I were Lieutenant of the police, 
not a fingle horfe-chaife would be feen in Paris.” 
The monarch, we fuppofe, looked upon fo 

trifling 
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tfifling an attention to the fafety of his fubje&ts 
as totally beneath his dignity. 

If a peaceable inhabitant ‘of the Alps were 
told that there-is'a city in Europe where the in- 
habitants run their horfes full fpeed againtt’their® 
fellow-citizens ; that the former) by paying a 
{mall fine, purchafe the right of doing the fame 
the next day, he could not. believe the report ; 
his mind would fhudder at’ the thoughts of ‘fo’ 
barbarous a deed. 

The common people are weak in their limbs; 
of a fhort ftature, and pale countenance. Their 
appearance marks out very pointedly the differ 
ence between the republican and the eroveling 
fubje&t ofa monarchy, The lattet has fear and’ 
dejection in his looks, the former walky with 
head ere&, and freedom’ gives life to’ his every’ 
motion: he is the-man truly confcious’ of ‘his’ 
real dienity. 

Whatever may be faid of the modern refine. 
ment of manners, IT maintain that’ the mettlés 
even the infolence of the common people; is the 
fureft pledge of their candour ‘and’ probity’ 
whenever they fhake off that primitive’ rufticity 
they grow ferious, debauched, poor, ahd fall of 
courfe into general contempt 

The populace is here as abjeét-as meannefs 
ean make them, and not’ lefs ignorant than defe’ 
picable. They firmly believe that the Englith 

2 teed 
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feed upon raw fiefh; that they go in large com~ 
panies to plunge head long into the Thames; 
and that it is impoffible for a foreigner to walk 
the fireets of London without being knocked 
on the head. 

Nay, this ignorance is not confined to the 
lower clafs, perfons of the firit rank entertain 
nearly the fame opinion, The elegant fre- 
quenters of the Thuilleries and Luxembourg, 
are profeffed Anti-anglicans; they talk of nothing 
but making a defcent in England, taking Lon- 
don, burning the city, dining at St. James’s, 
and eating their fupper in Dublin. 

Netwithftanding all this fine boafting, we 
neither dare to write or fpeak, yet we are im- 
paffioned to a degree of enthufiafm for the free- 
dom and independance of the Americans, whom 
nature has placed 1200 miles from us, In the 
midft of our national exultation about the ci- 
vil war between the Englith colonies and the 
mother country, we never cafl a glance on our 
own concerns. .The cacoethes of {peaking is 
one amongft the moft natural foibles of the Pa- 
rifans; and from the firft to the laft, they are 
to a man flaves to the moft fhameful and la- 
mentable prejudices. 

How different are the Parifians from what 
they were once! they could boaft at one time 


af 
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of fpirit and fortitude, now they dare hardly 
fay that their fouls are their own. 


GAIET Y, 


We have retained the name, the meaning 
we have forgot. We have loft that opennefs 
and affability which commanded the attention 
of foreigners; heavinefs and anxiety have dif- 
pelled that lively freedom which. befpoke that 
fimplicity of manners and fincerity, the token 
of afree and generous mind. Society holds up 
her head no more; gravity and cenforial beha- 
viour tell every ftranger that moft of the inha- 
bitants are thinking of their enormous debts, 
and of the beft way to extricate themfelves. 

The exceflive expences which luxury requires, 
have beggared all ranks of people, and they ex- 
hauft all manner of refources for the ruinous 
purpofe of fupporting a mere fhew. One may 
read in each countenance the anxiety and {chemes 
of every individual, Out of twenty people alf- 
fembled together; eighteen think on the means 
of getting money, and fifteen will go without. 

Gaiety is the offspring of moderation; we 
know it not; we fain would brighten up our 
countenance, but real uneafinefs betrays the in- 
ward diftrefs of the mind. . If we know of any 
enjoyments, they conift in fecret and folitary 

parties, 
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Parties, where’ libéttinifin relons uncontrouled, 
~~Thoufands are atnufed, not dte happy. 


POPULATYON. 


Mr. de Buffon “ts of opinion, that each’ mar- 
rage gives birth ‘to four children’; every year 
four or five thoufand marriages are confum: 
mated, and the number of chriftenings is from 
eighteen to twenty thoufand. From the fame 
obfervation it appears,” that in’ Phris more girls 
than boys are’born every year, and that a preater 
number of ‘mén’ thah’ women pay the laft debe 
to nature in the fame fpace of time, within 
the bills of mortality of this capital, which is 
generally called the’ Heatey of Women, the Pure 
gatory of Men, and the Hell of for jes. 

On fome particular days of fhew or rejoicing, 
above a hundred thoufand perfons, two-thirds 
of them in carriages or on horfeback, march 
out of town, and within fix hours after return 
in the fame crowd ‘to ‘their re{pective homes: 
that is, when no accidents interfere; thefe have 
been but too common, anda fingle walk out of 
the gates of Paris has brought heavy diftrefs’ on 
many families. 

The difater which happened in the Place of 
Louis XV. where one thoufand eight hundred 
people loft their lives, to pay’ for the*fmraak 

of 
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of a folemn firework, has at laft awakened’ the 
attention of government, and public rejoicings 
are now conducted with fo much good order 
that little or no mifchief has happened fince 
that dreadful epocha. 

From, this inconceivable affluence of people, 
which would aftonith the eye of every foreigner, 
it will be no difficult matter: to limagine, that 
the Kino’s. Exchequer is yearly bencfited, 
from this city» alone, of a hundred and 
twenty millions of livres, including all. duties 
for imports and exports, tenths, poll-tax, and 
a numberlefs.train of impolts; which, if ar- 
ranged alphabetically, would make a good fo- 
lio, dictionary. Yet Paris is but a fpot in the 
topography of the French dominions.. Ir is not 
without caufe, therefore, that the monarch 
coaxingly calls it our good cily of Paris; it is in- 
deed an excellent milch cow, under the hands 
of, defpotifm ! - 

The court pays particular attention, not. to 
the opinions, but to the fizall talk of the Parifians, 
In England, by the de/aifing, but more de/picadble 
courtier, the inhabitants. of the city, are called 
the. [cum of the earth; the, Parifians are nick- 
named the frogs—what fay the Grenoutiles 2 is 
the common queftion from a grandee to another, 
Yet. when thefe very Grenouilles, on the ap- 
pearance of their Nowmenclaters, clap their fins 

| together, 








§ PARIS IN MINIATURE. 


together, their revilers are pleafed; notwith- 
ftanding their boafted contempt, the reception 
they meet with in the capital, is the criterion 
of their populariry. 

Left the Parifians fhould always confult their 
own feelings, the police takes care to hire a fet 
of men to clap and huzza on fuch occafions, as 
faft as they would forfwear themfelves for the 
fame price, Neverthelefs, the tokens of pub- 
lic fatisfaction bear an originality that no pur- 
chafed applaufe can imitate. 


NEIGHBOURHOOD. 


This, like Parifian gaiety, 1s a word, and no 
more; a man is as much a ftranger to his neigh- 
bour as if they lived all the feas afunder. Two 
men of genius may live Twenty-five years in 
the city without Knowing each other; nay, the 
neareft relations, when they are at variance, 
though living in the fame ftreet, may be a thou- 
fand miles diftant. 

The following ftory will ferve as a proof of 
that meighbourly diftance. Mr. D’Eflandes, au- 
thor of the Hiffoire crisique de la Philofopbie, had 
paffed a fevere cenfure on the works of the ce-: 
lebrated Don Facques Martin, a benediétine 
friar; the latter, who like all felf-opiniated 
writers, could not bear the keen thafts of fatire, 

was 
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was very fevere with his critic. As Mr. D’Ef- 
landes was very eafy and good natured, a lady 
took it into her head to bring them together ; 
D’Eflandes, under the name of Olivier, dined fe- 
veral times with Don Martin, continually bring- 
ing his own name in queftion, when the friar 
would exclaim, You, Sir, are a man full of wit 
and learning ; you {peak and reafon with real pro- 
fundity, but that D’ Eflandes is the meereft fool, ana 
the moft compleat puppy I ever beard of. This 
{cene, which muft have proved highly enter- 
taining for the company, is every hour re- 
peated in Paris. 


CHIMNIES. 


The common fuel in Paris is wood, and 
the confummation of that article is fuch, that 
the’ ereateft apprehenfions are entertained of a 
fatal want of fo effential a commodity. 

This wood, brought by water and piled up 
in parcels as high as a houfe, is confumed in 
the fpace of three months; and this is another 
bleffed effeé&t of our unbounded luxury ; for- 
merly fervants were cohtent with the common 
hall to fit in in winter, now my lady’s maid 
has her fire place, fo has the tutor, and fo the 
favorite valet, fteward, &c. &c. 


C FEAR 
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FEAR WELL GROUNDED, 


When one reflects, that in Paris near 2 
million of inhabitants are crowded on the fame 
{fpot, and that rhis /pot 1s not a fea-port, one 
may juftly be alarmed about the future fubhi 
tence of fo many beings ; and our fears will ftill 
increafe, if we confider, that what is here called 
commerce, and which is at beft a continual 
brokerage and local induftry, is © ftraitened, 
circemi{cribed, and crampt on all fides; then, 
indeed, the exiftence of that proud city appears 
very precarious, for feveral caufes may occafion 
a famine, exclufive of the political fcourges 
which may afffict its inhabitants. 

_ Certain it is that the Parifians muft depend 
for their food upon the meaiman, and the lat- 
ter is entirely at the mercy of him who is the 
Owher of the ftreams that flow from the Seine 
and the Aarne. ) 


Ae oy leas ea. CHARACTER OF 
&. “LRU EP ART ote 


I have already obferved, that the Parifians 
in general are totally indifferent:as to their po- 
litiealcintereft ; nor is this to be wondered at in 
a place where aman. is hardly allowed to think 
for himfelf, A coercive Glence impofed upon 

every 
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every Frenchman from the hour of his birth, on 
whatever regards the affairs of government, 
grows with him into an habit, which the fear of 
the Baftile and his natural indolence daily 
{trengthens, till the man is totally loft in the 
flave. Kingly prerogative knows no bounds, 
becaufe no one ever dared to controul the mo- 
narch’s defpotic commands. It is true, that ac- 
cording to the proverb, the galled horfe hath 
winced. The Parifians have at times attempted 
to withftand tyranny; but popular commotions 
amonegft them had more the air of a boyifh mu- 
tiny at fchool; a rod with the latter, the butt 
end of a firelock with the former, quiets all, be- 
caufe neither act with that {pirit and refolution 
of men who affert their natural rights. 

What would coft the minifter his life in thofe 
happy countries, where felf-denial and paffive 
obedience are unknown, is done off in Paris by 
a witty epigram, a {mart fong, &c. the authors 
of which, however, take the create(t care to re- 
nain concealed, having conti ually the fear of 
minifterial runners before their eyes; as.a bon 
mot has. often occafioned the Captivity ofits au- 
thor, Of this there are many inftances, but 
none more recent inmy memory than what hap- 
pened during the laft war, to an officer of the 
Irith brigade. He was ftanding by a bonfire, 
which the credulity of the Parifians had kindled 

C2 up 
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up to celebrate a pretended victory or negative 
defeat, as they thought themfelves conquerors 
when not compleatly beat; the unlucky wit 
could not: help exclaiming, “ Well done, my 
boys, keep it up, and fhew the world that you 
are like the flint ftone, giving moft fre when moft 
{truck upon.” This poor allufion procured 
a fafe retreat to my gentleman, who for feveral 
smonths did not fee the outfide of the royal cage. 

To conclude the portrait of the Parifians, it 
may be obferved, in juftice to their moral cha- 
rater, that they are in general of an eafy and 
affable temper, civil among themfelves, but ef- 
pecially to foreigners; though amoneft their 
national defeéts, we may number an exceflive 


love of themfelves; thinking, that as there is 


D2 
but one faith and one God, there is but one 
Paris and one France, out of which there is no 


falvation. 


CORRUPTED ATMOSPHERE. 


Whenever the air that we breath does not 
contribute to our health, it kills: yet the pre- 
fervation of that great and only terreftrial good 
feems to be the leaft of man’s care. A number 
of narrow confined ftreets, houfes fo high built 
as to impede the free circulation of the air, 
fhambles, fith-markets, common-fhores, church- 

yards, 
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yards, all contribute to impregnate the atmof- 
phere with corrupt and unfalubrious exhalations- 

The houfes being fo many ftories high are fa 
obvious a nuifance, that the inhabitant of the 
ground floor remains aimoft in the dark when 
the fun has reached its meridian height. In 
vain the inhabitant ftrives, by quitting the town 
on Sundays and holidays, to feck a purer clime ; 
he muft travel a great way from Paris before 
he can find the wifhed-for fpot; within fome 
miles round the capital he breathes the infectious 
yapours of accumulated dung of all forts; and 
the artificer, who toils the whole week for a few 
hours pleafure at the end of it, for what the 
Englifh call a mouthful of frefh air, finds him- 
felf out of the city, indeed, but not of its pef- 
tilential influenza. 

Mof churches are infected with cadaverous 
-exhalations, and juflify in a manner the re- 
pugnance of fome individuals to frequent thofe 
places of worfhip. Yet every thing concurred 
to inforce the removal of fuch nuifances ; yet 
even authority itfelf could not effet it. But 
fuppofing fuch a notion to be erroneous, and 
shat no dead corpfe is permitted to remain within 
the church-walls, yet thofe corpfes are not re- 
moved out of the capital ; and when we reflect 
that in the church-yard called Des Innocents, 
bodies ate daily buried without fo much as 

waiting 
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waiting till former ones are confumed, and that’ 
fo pernicious a practice has been carried on for 
above ten centuries, our imagination is hurt at 
the thought, and we fhudder at the inevitable 
confequence of the mephetic vapours that mutt 
of courfe infe& the ambient air. 

If any one atks how it is poffible for men, 
otherwife fenfible, to live in the midft of al] 
manner of difeafes? My anfwer wil] be, that 
long habit can make any fituation, if not com- 
ortable, at leaft indifferent to the inhabitants of 
laree towns in general, who do not envy the 
happinefs and {trong conftitution which the 
country people derive from an unclouded fky ; 
the former take little or no notice of the grand 
Juminary, they fee it without emotion, without 
gratitude, and look upon it as no better than 
the footman who carries the link before them. 

Nay, it is a fafhionable refinement to fhut 
the fun entirely out, and live by candle-light ; 
people of wealth and rank difdain any other, and 
feem perfectly out of humour with the funthine. 
It is beneath their dignity to be warmed by 
the latter, and they leave fo vulgar an ‘enjoy- 
ment to the plebeian race; in {hort they form, 
if I may venture the expreffion, an aflembly of 
dead bodies, fhut up in fplendid tombs, fur- 
rounded with funeral tapers, 


FUR. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENTS. 


af 


Thefe are the moft confpicuous trophies 
which the filthy inhabitants of the metropolis 
have erected to the goddefs of floth. Cloaciza 
would miftake them for her temples. How 
fhocking it is for a ftranger to enter thofe rooms ! 
A bed fit to adorn a pig-ftye, cafements opened 
to all winds, and a ftair-cafe in’ perfect unifor- 
mity with the filthinefs of the apartment. What 

a difgufting contraft to the eyes of an Englifh or 
a Dutch traveller, who delight in the moft fcru- 
pulous cleanlineis. 

Ready furnifhed lode 
advantage, that no cred 


, however, have this 
can difturb the peace 


it 


Q. 8 


os 
mS” 
Or 


of thofe manfions. Hey man who is not in bufi- 
nefs, and has put out no negotiable bills, is 
there perfe@ly fafe from the rapacious bird of 
prey, called dailif. He may go out and walk 

abroad without fearing any attempt upon hts 
perfon, like Bras, carrying about him all his 
valuables. 

The renters of thofe apartments are not liable 
to the poll-tax, but as the landlord pays it, he 
takes care to bring his lodger to bear part of 
the charges. Every perfon keeping a lodging 
houfe, enters the names of the lodgers in a book, 
and the police knows very well what to do 


with it, 
If 
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If the occupier of a ready furnifhed apartment 
is free from aj] manner of vexation in regard to 
his creditors, he is on account of his very fitua- 
tion more open to the perfecutions of the ftate- 
inquifitors; who; when they mean to have him 
taken up, give out that he is a thief, and as he 
is not known to his next door neighbour, and 
apparently poffeffed of no property, the word of 
the police-runner is taken, and not a fyllable 
more is faid about the matter. 

There are laws in being which forbid the 
harbouring of any proftitutes, yet thofe unfor- 
tunate wretches, who infeft the ftreets leading to 
the places of public entertainment, live in ready 
furnifhed lodgings, but in houfes where no- 
body elfe would choofe to be feen, fuch as bar- 
bers and wine retailers, who levy the moft un- 

confcionable contributions upon thofe miferable 
objects, make them pay before-hand, and ofter 
inform againft them. 


HACKNEY-COACHES. 


Next to the naftinefs of furnifhed apartments, 


fs 
nothing can more offend the eye of a ftranger 


than the fhabby appearance oft thefe vehicles, 


efpecially if he has ever feen the hackney- 
coaches of London and Bruffels. Yet the ap- 
pearance of the drivers is ftill more fhocking 


than 
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than the carriages, or the fkinny hacks that drag 
thofe frightful machines. Some have but half a 
cOat on, others none at all; they are uniform 
in one point only, that is, extreme wretched- 
ne{s and infolence, 

One may obferve the following gradation in 
the conduct of thofe brutes in human fhape— 
Before breakfaft they are pretty tractable, they 
grow reftif towards noon, but in the evening 
they are not to be borne. The commiffaries or 
juftices of peace are the only umpires between 
the driver and the drivee; and right or wrong 
their award is in favour of the former, who ge- 
herally are taken ftom the honourable body of 
police greyhounds, and ate of courfe allied to the 
formidable phalanx of juftices of peace. Hows 
ever, if you would roll on at a reafonable paces 
be -fure you take a hackney-coachman half feds 
over. 

Nothing tore cotnmon than to fee the braces 
giving way, or the wheels flying off in a tangent ; 
you come off with a broken fhin or a bloody 
nofe ; but then, for your comfort, you have no- 
thing to pay for the fare. 

Some years ago a report prevailed that fome 
alterations were to take place in the regulation 
of hackney-coaches; the Parifian phaetons took 
the alarm, and drove to Choify, where the king 
was at that time.—The leaft appearance of a 

D come 
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commotion ftrikes terror to the heatt of a def- 
pot. The appearance of 1800 empty coaches 
frightened the monarch; but his apprehenfions 
were foon removed by the vigilance of his guard 
and courtiers; four reprefentatives of the phae- 
tonic body were clapt into prifon, and the 
fpeaker fent to Bicetre or Bridewell, to deliver 
his harangue before the motley inhabitants. of 
that dreary manfion. 

The fafety of the inhabitants would require, 
no doubt, proper attention from government, to 
provide carriages hung on better f{prings, and in 
general more cleanly; but the fcarcity and 
dearth of hay and ftraw, exclufive of the heavy 
impofts of 20 fols per day for the privilege of 
rattling over the pavement of Paris, when for 
the value of an Englifh fhilling, you may go 
from.one end of the town to the other, prevent 
the introducing of fo defirable a reformation. 


PONT NEUF, or NEW BRIDGE. 


This is the greateft thoroughfare in Paris ; 
if you are in queft of any one, native or foreigner, 
there is a moral certitude of your meeting with 
him, at fartheft, in the fpace of two hours. 
The police-runners are convinced of this truth; 
here they watch their prey, and if, after a few 
days look-out they do not find it, they conclude, 

with 
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with a certainty nearly equal to evidence, that 
the bird is flown. 

The moft remarkable monument of popular 
gratitude, may be feen on this bridge—the fta- 
tue of Henry IV. And if the French cannot 
boaft of having in reality a good prince, they 
may comfort themfelves in contemplating the 
efigy of a monarch, whofe like they will never 
fee again. 

At the foot of the bridge, a large phalanx of 
crimps, commonly called dealers in human flefh, 
have eftablifhed their quarters, recruiting for 
their Colonels, who fell them wholefale to the 
King. They formerly had recourfe to the moft 
violent means, now they are only permitted .to 
ufe a little artifice, fuch as employing foldiers 
trulls for their decoy-ducks, plying with liquors 
thofe youngfters who are fond of the juice of the 
orape. 

Sometimes, efpecially at Martinmas and on 
Shrove Tuefday, which are facred in a peculiar 
manner to gluttony and drunkennefs, they pae 
rade about the avenues leading to the bridge 
with long ftrings of partridges, hares, &c. 
others jingling facks full of half crowns to the 
ears of the gaping multitude; the poor dupes 
are enfnared, they think of going to fet down to 
a fumptuous dinner, whilft in reality they are 
haftening to the flaughter-houfe. Such are the 

D 2 heroes 
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héroes picked out to be the fupport and pillars 
of the ftate; and thofe future great men, that 
world ‘of conquerors in embrio, are purchafed at 
the trifling price of ten half crowns a head. 


SPIES, 


Were not levity natural to a Parifian, good 
fenfe would make it neceffary, for he is every way 
befet with {pies. . If two citizens are whifpering 
to each other, a third comes in and endeavours 
to catch the word; the {pies of the police are a 
kind of regiment, ferving under the banner of 
curiofity, with this difference, that each of 
them wears a diftiné: uniform, and alters it as 
occafion rec quires : nothing fo quick and wone 
derful as thofe fudden transformations. 

The very man who. in the morning paraded 
the ftreets with a fword by his fide, is feen to- 
wards night in a clerical accoutrement,—At 
another time, counfellor-like, he fhews himfelf 
in.a black coat sad long curling hair; to af- 
{ume an hour. after the more impofing appear- 
ance of a Bobadil, with a toledo, formidably beart- 
ing time to his aah a {ftrut. View him 
the next da tee a golden headed cane 1n_his 
hand, petfonating a financier, and apparently 
attentive to ee the produce of his intereft 
in the new loan, In fhort, a {py in Paris takes 
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the beft and moft forcible arguments that rea= 
fon or politics could urge. 

Thus far government is not to blame; and if 
they take the opinions of the fubjeét, to purfue 
or new model the plans and operations of the 
cabinet, the {pies may be looked upon as very 
ufeful, though, even in this fuppofition, the 
moft contemptible fet of beings. But if we 
confider, that from their information, often 
falfe,; and moftly laid upon mere prefumption, 
the liberty, nay, the very life of the citizen is 
at ftake, we cannot but tremble at the very 
thought of being furrounded with fo many blood- 
hounds, who often are the firft to bark at their 
employers, the better to draw us into a fnare 
and tear us afterwards piece-meal for a trifling 
hire, 

The confequence is then fatal to fociety: each 
Jooks upon his neighbour with a fufpicious eye. 
The mafter dares not {peak before his fervant; 
the hufband, curfed with a wanton wife, muft 
dread leaft, the better to enjoy her lewd courfe 
ef life, fhe is meditating on his ruin; nay, the fa- 
ther has every thing to fear from a froward fon 
qr daughter: in fhort, one would think that 
the frantic author of an Englifh book, entitled, 
At Ejay on ibe Depravily of Human Nature, ttu- 
died his fubject in Paris, where, in fact, hofpi- 

tality 
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tality is often rewarded by the captivity of the 
unfufpecting holt. 

Do not think, indignant reader, that I go too 
far in afferting, that a wife is amongft the in- 
mates the moft dangerous enemy to her huf- 
band. I juft recollect to the purpofe, the fol- 
lowing anecdote, which happened a few years 
before the clofe of the late reign. Though the 
plot was ‘* laid in blood,” it ended in a very 
ludicrous manner, and for fome time engrofied 
the whole talk, or rather whifper, of the Pari- 
fians, for none here is allowed to {peak aloud. 

An eminent goldfmith was poffefled of one 
of the prettieft women in the capital, or, per- 
haps, in all France. As the tradefman’s mif- 
fortune would have it, the Jovely partner of his 
bed had all the vices and not a {park of the vir- 
tues of her fex. Amongft a counsle/s number of 
paramours, a certain Abbé, nearly related to 
one of the minifters of ftate, held the firft rank. 
As fhe was lefs referved with this clerical Adonis, 
the hufband had the impertinence to remon- 
{trate, and at laft was mad enough to chide and 
upbraid. This was too much for female frailty 
to bear; fhe complained to her lover of her 
fpoufe’s ungentleman-like behaviour.—The plot was 
laid to remove the nuifance, and punifh the 
unfafhionable wretch for his faucy, antidiluviaa 
notions, It was at a time when Je/tres de cachet 

were 
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were the bank notes with which the great meri 
paid their debts ; the for obtained them againft 
his father, and vite verfa, without further trou- 
ble than foliciting the favour of Comte St. Fls- 
rentin’s miftrefs, who fet her price according to 
the degree of injuftice on which the complaint 
was grounded. 

Our Abbé, related to the great man himfelf, 
applied to him for one of thofe kinds of Aabeas 
corpus, by which a parent may be removed from 
hts houfe and family to fuch place 48 the mi- 
nifter or the purehafer of the letter thinks fit. 
Provided with the proper weapons, he puts them 
into the hands of one of thofe executors of mi- 
nifterial commands; call’d Exempt. Contrary to 
the Abbé’s expectations, and indeed to all pros 
bability, the perfon he employed to adjuft mat- 
ters between the hufband and wife; was a di 
grace to his corps: he could feel for a friend, 
and had honefty enough to inform the gold« 
fmith under-hand, defiring him to be out of 
the way on fuch a particular day. About ele. 
ven o’clock the next night he watched the door, 
and feeing the Abbé enter, juft gave him time 
enough to undrefs and go to bed ;_ when, knocke 
ing hard at the ftreet doot, he ordered it to be 
opened in the king’s name. He told his errand 
to the fervant, and bid him fhew him up to his 
matter’s bedchamber, In vain did the former 

give 
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give him the moft pofitive affurances of the 
mafter being from home, the Exempt was pe- 
remptory, and would take no denial, 

He foon reached the apartment, where the 
Abbé was complimenting the wife, in the moft 
affectionate manner, on her happy deliverance, 
svhen the door flew open, and a voice was heard, 
afking the lady where was her hufband ? Upon 
receiving the fame anfwer as he had before from 
the fervant, the Exempt told her, that it was 
very natural and praifeworthy in a wife to {creen 
her hufband on fuch an emergency; but, Ma- 
dam, added he, the king’s command muft be 
obeyed; you have a man in your bed, and 
furely you would not fuffer any one but your 
hufband to lie with you; I have too good an 
opinion of you to think otherwife.—But come, 
Sir, get up and drefs yourfelf, or elfe 1 muft 
take you in flatu quo. | 

There was no pofhibility of refifting a com- 
mand which the Exempt could have enforced 
by the affiftance of three or four ftout Alguafils, 
who waited in the anti-chamber. The Abbé 
got up, was hurried into a coach, gagged, and 
carried to the place of confinement which he 
had defigned for the goldfmith. As this place 
was feveral hundred miles diftant from Paris, it 
was fome time before the affair tranfpired ; the 
minifter was then no more, his relation was fet 
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at large, but the family did not think it prudent 
to make any noife about an adventure which 
could reflect no credit on their kinfman or his 
profeffion. 

The encouragement given to {pies and in- 
formers may be ranked amongtt the caufes of 
that levity, for which the French are {o gene- 


tally ftigmatized. Their converfation is ever 


on trifling objects, and the whole of their poli- 
tical creed is contained in the Gazette de Francey 
beyond which they dare not go; fo that go- 
vermment may be faid to prefcribe, at leaft vir | 
tually, to the inhabitants of the good city of Paris 
what is to be the topic of their public and even 
private converfation. This is remarkable even 
in the moft common occurrences ; if the death 
of a citizen is 4y command to be kept a fecret, a 
whifper goes round, ** He js dead, but not a 
word about it till further orders.” The people 
in fhort, feem to be loft to every notion of po- 
litical and civil government ; and if any thing 
could raife a {mile on the pitying philofopher’s 
countenance, it would be, to hear an half. 
ftarved rageed Parifian infift, with all the af- 
jumed abfurdity of felf-importance, that Paris 
and Verfailles can alone give laws to Europe, 
nay, and to allthe world. The inveterate fcab 
of prejudice cannot be eradicated from thefe 
blocks, hardened by the mott incurable folly. 
POLICE 
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P.O LSE CHK ROU NON E RS. 


This may be termed the fecond part of Pari- 
fian grievances; yet, like even the moft poifon- 
ous reptile, this pack of blood-hounds, are of 
fome fervice to the community; they form a 
mafs of corruption, which the Police diftils, as 
it were, with equal art and judgment; and by 
mixing it wtih a few falutary ingredients, fof- 
ten its baneful nature, and turn it to public ad- 
vantage: the dregs that remain at the bottom 
of the ftill, are the fpies, of whom I have juft 
fpoken ; for thefe alfo belong to the police, the 
diftilled matter itfelf confifts of the thief- 
catchers, &c. 

Thefe, like other fpies, have people to watch 
over them; each is foremoft to impeach the 
other, and a bafe lucre is the bone of centen- 
tion amongtft thofe wretches, who are of all evils 
the moft neceffary, 

Such are the admirable regulations of the Pa- 
ris Police, that a man, if fufpected, is fo clofely 
watched, that the moft minute tranfaction in 
which he may be concerned, is treafured up till 
jt is proper to arreft him. 

The Police does not confine its care to the ca- 
pital only, droves of its runners are fent to the 
principal towns and cities in this kingdom, 

; | Oe where, 








38 PARIS IN MINIATURE. 


where, by mixing with thofe whofe cha- 
racter is fufpicious, infinuate themfelves into 
their. confidence, and by pretending to join in 
their mifchievous fchemes, get fufficient infor- 
mation to prevent their being carried into exe- 
cution. ‘The mere narrative of the following 
fact, which happened when Mr. de Sartine was 
at the head of this department, will give the 
reader an idea of the watchfulnefs of the 
Police. 

A gentleman travelling from Bordeaux to 
Paris with. only one fervant in his company, 
was ftopt at the turnpike by the Cuftom-Houfe. 
Officer, who having enquired his name, told 
him he muft go directly to Mr. de Sartine; the 
traveller was both aftonifhed and frightened at 
this peremptory command, which, however, 
it would have been imprudent to difobey: he 
went, his fears foon fubfided at the civil re- 
ception he met with, but his. furprize was 
greatly increafed when the magiftrate; whom to 
his knowledge he had never feen before, calling 
him by his name, gave him an account of every 
tranfaction that had taken place previous to the 
gentleman’s departure from Bordeaux, and even 
minutely defcribed the full contents of his port- 
manteau ; now, Sir, continued the Lieutenant 
de Police, that I am.well. informed, 1 have a 
trifle more to difclofe to you; yau are going to 


fuch 
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fuch an hotel, and a fcheme is laid by your fer- 
vant to murder you by ten o’clock—Then, my 
lord, 1 mutt fhift my quarters to defeat his 
wicked intention—by no means, Sir, you muft 
not even take notice of what | have faid; re- 
tire to bed at your ufual hour, and leave the 
reftto me. The gentleman went to the hotel, 
and followed the advice of the magiftrate : about 
an hour after he was laid down, when, no 
doubt, he was but little inclined to compofe 
himfelf to reft, the fervant, armed with a clafp 
knife, entered the room on tip-toes, drew near 
the bed, and was about fulfilling his murderous 
intention, when four men, rufhing from behind 
the hangings, feized the wretch, who confeffed 
all, and foon after paid, to the injured laws of 
humanity, the forfeit of his life. 

There are different forts and claffes of {pies 3 
we have the court fpies, the bed fpies, the ftreet 
{pies ; fome watch over the filles de joye, others 
keep a fharp look-out for wits; thofe are all 
known by the general appellation of Mouchards, 
from the name of the firft man employed in that 
capacity by the Court of France, 

Although this execrable trade is carried on 
under the cloak by fome people of fafhion, who 
have no other refource, the profeffion is never- 
thelefs held fo infamous, that no limb of the 
police, if known for fych, is admitted into any 


company, 
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company; and, indeed, why fhould we look 
abroad for people to come and worm out our fe- 
crets, when our very fervants are under governs 
ment pay for that purpofe, 

The minifter fees his private fpies; thefe have 
nothing to do with the Police, but the moft 
dangerous of all, as they are not fo eafily difco- 
vered as the commonalty of their brethren, Is it 
to be inftru@ed and to improve by what is faid 
of them, that the minifter have recourfe to this 
method of procuring information? By no means, 
ftatefmen are every where the fame: they want 
to know thofe whom they call enemies, becaufe 
they dare judge for themfelves, to filence by 
deftroying them; the only difference is, that in 
@ mixed government they Only wifh for or ats 
tempt, whilft ‘in defpotic governments they 
effect it with equal eafe and impunity, 


LIEUTENANT DE PORPOE: 


This is ene of the moft ufeful magiftrates of 
all France, though not accounted one of the 
minifters; he has, perhaps, more influence in 
the royal clofet than the firft of them all. He 
knows fo many things, that it is in his power to 
do a great deal of good or to occafion much 
mifchief, The reins he holds in his hands are 
compofed of numberlefs threads, which he can 

at 
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sat pleafure entangle and turn into a gordian 
knot. He punifhes or fpares, gives light or 
darknefs ; in fhort, his authority 1s not lefs ex- 
tenfive than delicate in its execution, 

His functions are not hmitted to the bear 
maintenance of good order. As he always re- 
eeives the firft information he can, and often 
does fave from an ignominious death, or other 
exemplary punifhments, a number of young 
gentlemen, who, carried away by the torrent of 
their unbridled paffions, are guilty of rob+ 


beries or even greater crimes, In this the ma-— 


eiftrate acts from. motives of humanity, as he 
{pares to unfertunate and innocent parents 
the infamy which the guilt and punifhment of 
their haplefs children would bring upon the fa- 
mily, even to the third and fourth generation ; 
for in this, as in many other refpects, the 
French in general are flaves to the moft cruel 
and unjuftifiable prejudices. 

But why does not the paternal care of the 
Lieutenant de Police extend itfelf to all ranks of 
citizens ? Is the fon of a tradefman, for in- 
ftance, unworthy of the fame attention? Has 
his father or family no honour to preferve ? They 
may have both, but what is that to the Police ? 
the queftion is, ‘* Is the malefactor born a gen- 
tleman ? does he belong to people of rank and 
fafhion ?>-—No—then away with him to the gal- 

lows ! 
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‘Jows! The Lieutenant de Police in’ fach cafes, 
hike the. public officer of ancient Rome, feems 
to fay, de minimis non curat Prator, the Pretor 
meddles not with fuch trifles; thus making 
good the faying of the wife man of Greece, 
“© Laws are like cobwebs, the heavy drone 
breaks through with great eafe, the fmaller fly 
alone remains entangled.” a 

It is for the common proftitute that this fe- 
cond king of Paris has a heart of fteel, unlefs 
they can come down handfomely. ‘Three or 
four hundred of thofe wretches are taken up 
monthly, on the fimple mandate of a Commifs 
fary (a kind of Juftice of Peace or Warder, wha 
a€ts under the Lieutenant de Police) fome are fent 
to Bicetre for cure, others to hofpitals, where 
they are put to hard labour. This is another 
trifle of which the Pretor himfelf takes no cog 
nizance; he leaves it to his Secretary, and on 
his mittimus the poor victims of debauchery 
are drove away by carts full to their place of 
deitination. No plea or arguinent can ftay 
judgment, unlefs it is backed with a handfome 
prefent. 

The Lieutenant de Police, or his Clerk, give 
regular audiences to all manner of people, and 
have a conftant levee of their fpies and Mou« 
chards, upon whofe information the magiftrate 


regulates the plan of his operations for that day. 
If, 
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If, notwithftanding the good order eftablifhed 
and maintained by the Police; there fhould 
happen any alarming accident, eicher by nightly 
murders or otherwife, it is carefully concealed. 
Suicides, whofe bodies were formerly drawn upon 
a wicker fledge, an ignominy which falls as 
heavy on the relations of the deceafed as hang- 
ing or breaking of him on the wheel would have 
done, are now interred fecretly by the order of 
the Police; nor is this done in compliment to 
the furvivors, but merely becaufe were the lift of 
fuicides as public here as it is in London, we 
fhould have no reafon to call this frenzy /a mala- 
die Angloife. 

The fame wife and provident precautions are 
taken to conceal the death of thofe who have 
been crufhed under the wheels of carts, coaches, 
and other carriages; or killed by the accidental 
fall of tyles, chimney-f{tacks, &c. Were thefe 
unfortunate events faithfully recorded, every in- 
habitant would be ftruck with horror, and fly 
from fo dangerous an abode. Let a ftranger re- 
pair to the Hotel-Dien, the Morne, or public 
bone-houfe; there he will fee the deplorable 
remains of viétims which daily fall a facrifice 
to thofe numberlefs cafualties. 


EF HA W K- 
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HAWKERS. 


After having given a curfory account of the 
{pies and their monarch the Lieutenant de Police, 
I fhall fay a few words of a fetof men on whom 
thofe birds of prey are wont to faften their 
keeneft talons. The bufinefs of thofe people is 
to be the itinerant beafts of burthen of literature, 
as the bookfellers are its cater-pillars ; illiterate, 
and hardly able to read, the hawkers may be 
faid to deal in a ware as _perfeétly foreign to 
them as the bufinefs of mixing up colours 
would be to the blind. They only know the 
price of each book from a fix-penny flice 
up toany amount. The Police-runners haunt 
them every where, and fuch is the Jatter’s ap- 
prehenfions of falling under the cenfure of the 
defpotic magiftrate, and altogether their igno-~ 
rance, that fome fell even prayer-books under 
the cloak with as much care and circumf{pec- 
tion as if it were an immoral or political pam- 
phlet. 

Thofe poor harmlefs hawkers, who give a 
circulation to the clandeftine works of the wri- 
ters of every denomination, without being able 
to read a fingle line: who, without fo much as 
fufpecting it, are the afferters of public free- 
dom, and with no other view than to procure 

to 
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to themfelves a fcanty fubfiftence, are the firft 
to feel the refentment of the offended great. 
It would be, perhaps, if not dangerous at leaft 
impolitic, to attack the author himfelf; but a 
hawker fent to the Baftile or faftened in the 
public market by an iron carcanet, is a matter 
of too little importance to be noticed by the 
public, Will minifters never be wife enough 
to defpife fuch dark affaffins? make themfelves 
invulnerable by a prudent and open adminitftra- 
tion! Let them remember, that fincere praife 
muft be dumb, adulation alone be heard, if 
candid criticifm cannot raife its voice. Let their 
refentment fall on the world of fycophants that 
furround them, but never ftand in fear of 
thofe pamphlets, which, however libellous they 
may be fuppofed, contain now and then a 
few. wholefome truths; befides, the world will 
judge between the ftatefman and his detractors. 
An unjuft and ill-founded fatire hardly outlives 
the fortnight, and then falls into deferved and 
general contempt. 

So heavy are the fhackles and reftrictions 
laid upon the prefs, that nothing comes out from 
thence but political lies and fatires; we fhould 
print nothing in this capital but potting, mar- 
riage, and interment bills; even almanacks are 
become too important, as literary inquifition 
has thought proper to meddle with thofe trifling 
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publications ; but. of this we fhall treat more at 
large under the following head : 


RESTRAINT ON THE PRESS. 


Whoever oppofes the Bee es of the prefs, is 
a profeffed foe to improvement, and of courie 
to mankind; the very obftacles: which are laid 
in the writer’s way, are an inducement to break 
through all reftrictions. It is in man’s nature, 
obferves Fuvenal, “© To with for thofe things 
which are prohibited, merely becaufe they are 
fo.” Were we paced to enjoy even a mo- 
derate freedom, authors would feldom fall into 
licentioufnefs : it may be fet down as an axiom, 
that the civil liberty of any nation may be efti- 
mated by the liberty of the prefs; if fo, we 
daily take new itrides towards flavery, fince the 
minifters are every day forging new fetters for 
the prefs. | 
What is the confequence of this unnatural 
reftraint? All books publifhed here on the hif- 
tory, political intereft, or even manners of fo- 
reign nations, are the molt incompleat and 
defpicable produdctious that ever difgraced a 
country. 

If defpotifin could, as it were, murder our 
thoughts in their impenetrable fanétuary, it 
would effect it: but as it is out of its power to 
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pluck out the tongue of the true philofopher, or 
deprive him of the ule of his inftruétive hand, 
other means are employed; a ftate inquifition 
is fet on foot, the boundaries of literature and 
all its avenues are blocked up by a world of fa- 
tellites, who endeavour to interrupt all correi- 
pondence between truth and mankind. Fruit- 
lefs endeavours! fo prepofterous an attempt 
againft our natural and civil rights ferves only 
to expofe to public hatred the wretches who dare 
thus far to encroach on man’s firft privilege, that of 
thinking for himfelf. Reafon daily gets ground, 
its powerful light fhines to every eyes and all the 
witchcraft of tyranny cannot plunge it into utter 
darknefs. In vain will defpotifm dread or per- 
fecute men of genius; all its efforts cannot put 
out the light of truth, and the fentence it 
awards againft the injuftice of men in power, 
fhail be confirmed by indignant pofterity. 

Ye brave inhabitants of Great Britain! ye 
are ftrangers to our fhameful flavery; never, 
oh never give up the freedom of the prefs, it 
is the pledge of your liberty. It may be truly 
(aid that ye are the only reprefentatives of man- 
kind. Ye alone have hitherto fupported its dig- 
nity, and human reafon, expelled from the con- 
tinent, has found a fafer afylum in your fortu- 
nate ifland, whence it fpreads its rays all over 
the world. We are fo very infignificant when 
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compared to you, that you could hardly com- 
prehend the excefs of our humiliation. 

If we next weigh the reftraint Jaid: en the 
prefs in the feale of commercial intereft, we 
fhall find it greatly preponderate againft the 
trade of this metropolis. The Graphomania is 
not without-its ridicules and difadvantages, but 
it 16 the chief fuppore of different’ tradefnen, 
Lhe Montagne Ste. Genevieve is peopled by 
hawkers, book-binders, &c¢. who muft be ftarved, 
if not permitted to carry on the only bufinefs to 
which they were brought up. Meanwhile, as 
the defire of publifhing his thoughts is common. 
to all men, the money which would be laid out 
amongft our own coutrymen, is paid to the prin- 
ters of Holland, Flanders, and Germany. 























PTVE* Ba So) PY? eae 


As this is the end of all who dare be MEN, 
it is no digreffion to place it here immediately 
aiter the freedom of writers, fince that ftate 
prifon is the grave where it is fent to linger and 
expire. Saint Foix, in his Efjay on Paris, juftly 
obferves, that though not a {trong hold, the 
Baftile is the moft formidable caftle in Europe. 
It is impoffible to fay toa certainly what has 
been done in the Baftille; what number of per- 
fons have been or are now burried alive within. 
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its walls. Yet how is it poMble, without that 
knowledge, to give a faithful hiftory of the 
three laft reigns... The moft intereiting occur- 
rences will for ever be concealed from us; for 
nothing tranfpires from that pit of darknefs, no 
more than from the abode of the dead.. Why 
have not the walls a voice to inform the world 
of the fate that has attended the unfortunate 
victims of tyranny for the laft and prefent cen- 
tury? The dreadful account would foon filence 
the flattering language of our daftardly hif- 
torians. 

We have, it is true, an hiftory of the Baftille 
in five volumes, containing a few private anec- 
dotes, but nothing of thofe tranfactions which 
moft deferve the attention of a. reader who 
wifhes to be informed; not a word, in fhort, 
that can lead to the difcovery of thofe fate fe- 


crets, whch are hid in a profound night. If 


we are to credit the author, all we can learn is, 
that under the miniftry of D’ Argenfon, captivity 
was the leaft misfortune of the prifoners, and 
the treatment they met with exceeded all that 
inhumanity could invent to render death itfelf a 
defireable object. 

Our government, milder at prefent than it 
has ever been fince the reign of that God-like 
Prince Henry IV. has much abated of its former 
rigor in this as in other inftances; yet as long 


a 
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as the Baftille fubfifts, both natives and foreign- 
ers muft dread to incur the difpleafure of the 
man in power. If the fubject would admit of 
cavil, I could not help fmiling at the different 
ufe made of the Baftille by different Princes. 
The French Antoninus, the good Henry the [Vth. 
Jocked up in this place his treafure ; the mo- 
dern Sardanapalus, Louis XV. determined to cut 
off the tree of ufeful knowledge, root and branch; 
ordered the repofitory of univerfal fcience, the 
Encyclopedia, to be clapped in the Baftille— 
rifum teneatis ! 

When a prifoner dies within the walls of this 
prifon, he is buried at St. Paul’s. In the mid- 
dle of the night a number of turnkeys, inftead 
of clergymen, accompany the corpfe, and the 
{taff officers of the garrifon affift as witneffes to 
this clandeftine interment Thus the ill-fated 
fubject finds in the grave alone a fafe fhelter 
from minifterial perfecution. 

The following anecdote will ferve to give 
my readers an idea of what the Baftille is and 
may be, when the locks and bolts of this prifon 
openand fhut at the nod of difcretionary power. 
At the acceffion of his prefent Majefty, his new 
minifters, a€tuated by humanity, fignalized the 
beginning of their promifing adminiftration by 
an act of juftice and mercy, ordering the re- 
gifters of the Baftile to be laid before them, 

when 
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when a great number of prifoners were fet at 
large. 

Among them was a venerable old man, who 
for 47 years had remained fhut up between four 
walls. Hardened by adverfity, which fteels the 
heart when it does not break it, he had fup- 
ported his long and tedious captivity with un- 
exampled conftancy and fortitude, and he thought 
no more of liberty. The day iscome—The door 
of his tomb turn upon its rufty hinges, it opens 
not a-jar, as ufual, but as wide as for liberty, 
when an unknown voice acquaints him that he 
may now go out. He thinks himfelf in a 
dream; he hefitates, and at laft ventures out 
with trembling fteps; wonders at every thing, 
thinks to have travelled a great way before he 
reaches the outward gate. Here he ftops a- 
while, his feeble eyes, long deprived of thé 
fun’s chearing beams, can hardly fupport its 
firft light. 

A coach waits for him in the ftreets; he gets 
into it, defires to be carried to fuch a ftreet; 
but unable to fupport the motion of the coach, 
he is fet down, and by the affiftance of two 
men reaches the part of the town where he 
dwelt formerly ; but the fpot is altered, his 
houfe is no more; his wandering eye feems to 
interrogate every pafienger, and afk him with 
ithe heart-renting accents of defpondency, where 
G fhall 
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fhall I find my wife? where are my children ? 
All in vain, the oldeft man hardly remembers 
to have heard his name; at laft a poor old de- 
crepit porter is brought to him; this man had 
ferved inthe family, but knew him not. To 
the gentleman’s queries, however, he anfwered 
with all the indifference that accompanies the 
recollection of events long paffed; that his 
lady was dead above 30 years ago in the utmoft 
mifery, and that his children were gone into 
foreign countries and had not been heard of for 
many years. 

Struck with grief and aftonifhment, the old 
gentleman, with eyes rivetted to the ground, re- 
mains for fome time motionlefs; a few tears 
would have eafed his deep-wounded heart: but 
he could not weep. At laft, recovering from 
his trance, he haftens to the minifter, to whofe 
humanity he was indebted for a liberty now 
grown a burthen. Sir, fays he to him, fend 
me back to my dungeon; who is it that can 
furvive to his friends, his relations, nay, to a 
whole generation? Who can hear of the death 
of all he held dear and precious and not wifh to 
die > All thefe loffes, which happen to other 
men by gradation, and, as it were, by detail, 
have fallen at once upon me. Ah, Sir, it is 


5 


not death that is dreadful, but to be the laft 
furvivor. 


The 
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The minifter fympathifed with this truly un- 
fortunate man; care was taken of him, and the 
old porter given him for his fervant, as he could 
{peak with him of his wife and children, the 
only comfort now left for this aged fon of for- 
row, who lived fome time retired, though in 
the midit of the noife and confufion of the ca- 
pital. Nothing, however, could reconcile him 
to a world quite new for him, and to which he 
refolved to remain a perfect ftranger, till friendly 
death came at laft to his relief and clofed his 
eyes in peace. 


HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 


Befides the Baftille and the caftle of Vincennes, 
which are properly the privileged places of con- 
finement for ftate prifoners, there are others 
which may be called the corps de referve of ty- 
ranny. The minifter, by his private lettre de 
cachet, of upon particular emergencies, fends a 
man to Bicetre or Charenton, the latter, in- 
deed, is for lunatics, but a minifter, who de- 
prives a citizen of his liberty becaufe he wills it 
fo, may make him pafs for what he pleafes ; 
befides, if the perfon taken up is not at that 
time, he will in a few months be entirely out of 
his fenfes, fo that at worft it is only a kind of 
-minifterial anticipation. 
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“Upon any complaint laid by the parents and 
other relations, a young man is fent to St. La- 
zare, and fometimes will remain there till the 
death of the complainants, and heaven knows 
how fervently it is prayed for by the captive. 

It muft be acknowledged, that there are cir- 
cumftances which render thofe confinements ne- 
ceffary; yet it were to be wifhed, that the im- 
prifoning of the fubject fhould not depend folely 
on the caprice of a magiftrate; there fhould be 
a court of juftice eftablifhed to examine into 
thofe matters, and determine how far fo im- 
portant an act of authority is in itfelf jufti- 
fiable. 

Neverthelefs, as no good or evil is perfectly 
without alloy, even thofe grievances, however 
heavy they may appear, are productive of fome 
advantage to fociety. There are an infinite 
number of leffer crimes againft good order, of 
which the tedious manner of proceeding in our 
courts of juftice cannot take cognizance, no 
more than forefee and punifh them, or even 
check their career. A bold and fubtle crimi- 
nal would efcape through the bye paths that 
crofs every way the wildernefs of our civil law. 


Thofe of the police are more precife and to the 
purpofe. 


LOCK- 
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LOCK-UP HOUSES. 


Thefe are of very late invention, and ereéted 
for the purpofe of keeping the ftreets clear from 
begears, and that the eye may be no longer 
hurt by the fhocking contraft of extreme wretch- 
ednefs crawling by the fide of luxury, Thofe 
mendicants are thrown into dark and filthy 
manfions ; habitual idlenefs, bad nourifhment, 
their forlorn fituation, the great number of their 
fellow fufferers, heaped up together in a nar- 
row confined fpace; all thefe caufes, each of 
which is a kind of death, foon brings a real one 
upon them. : 

Whatever be the pretence of thefe eftablith- 
ments, of which inhumanity alone could trace 
and execute the plan; they militate againft na- 
ture, the civil laws, a wife politic, and religion 
itfelf. This reflection has, no doubt, been pow- 
erfully fele by a lady, who, whilft her hufband 
was at the head of the finances, never folicited 
his favour but for diftreffed innocence and the 
induftrious poor, an honour to her fex, the 
boaft of her country, and the delight of all her 
acquaintance; or, to fum up the whole, and 
even exceed all praife in two words, Madame 
Necker has made it for fome years her bufinefs 
to remedy the moral evil hitherto complained 

of, 
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of, by building houfes for the reception of the 
neceffitous, where induftry fhall be properly 
encouraged, and indigence relieved in a manner 
equally comfortable and ftri€ly confonant with 
humanity’s facred rules. 


PR LS ONS. 


The provident law feizes equally upon the 
innocent and guilty, when fuch a ftep is necef- 
fary to bring villainy to light and condign pu- 
nifhment: but as imprifonment is of itfelf a 
grievous afflictive pain, it ought to be foftened 
in the beft manner poffible. To fecure a man, 
is it neceffary to endanger his health, caft him 
into a horrid dungeon, to linger away a life of 
horror, furrounded on all fides by a gang of 
villains whofe very fight is a torment ? 

If upon fufpicion, and only for the greater 
fafety of fociety at large, it is requifite to feize 
upon and fecure a citizen, let him not be ex- 
pofed to the mercy of an avaricious gaoler; 
let him not, when torn from his family 
and friends, be confounded with thofe who 
are doomed to an ignominious death ; for af- 
cer all, a man thus imprifoned may prove in- 
nocent. 

The hardhhips of fuch a fituation is moft keen- 
ly felt here, where the goals are confined and 

un- 
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unwholefome, where the prifoners breathes the 
moft infeétious air; if he would be by himfelf 
he muft pay fixty livres per month for a pri- 
vate hole, not above ten feet fquare; every 
kind of neceffaries fetch there a double price, 
and one would imagine, that a heavy tax is laid 
upon the prifon, in order to encreafe the 
wretchednefs of its devoted inhabitants. 

The police within thefe horrid habitations is 
kept by the turnkeys, affifted by large maftifts, 
fo congenial with the former, that it 1s not eafy 
to decide, which of them all is the compleateft 
brute. ‘Thefe pupils, worthy of fuch mafters, 
are obedient to their every nod; and as they 
are well taught, at the firft fignal of their chiefs 
they throttle a prifoner, and force him back to 
his dungeon. 

A little narrow but very thick door opens two 
hundred times an hour, to let in whatever is 
needful for the prifoners, there being no other 
entrance. 

The cachots, otherwife black or condemned 
holes, prefent to the affrighted eye an epitome 
of all the human miferies, heaped up together, 
The moft abandoned debauchery*reigns there 
uncontrouled, and the idle villain is daily 
practifing new crimes. The few wretches who 
linger within thefe fubterraneous abodes, are 
called Pailleux, from the ftraw which is ther 
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only bed—But let me here drop the pencil, 
humanity fhudders even at this feeble fketch of 
teal mifery and wretchednefs. 

Yet before we quit this woeful place let us take 
notice of one horror more. At the very entrance, 
the firft object that wounds the eye is a coffin, 
common to all to carry off the,dead corpfes, 
one by one, except the deceafed ate of fo flim 
a fize as to be crammed together two and two. 
It is made up of very thick and folid boards, 
{fo far indeed that the common bier of the Cha- 
teiet has been in ufe for above four-{core years ; 
and yet this very fight which appals humanity 
is the moft comfortable profpect of the unfor- 
tunate victims for which it is deftined, and they 
jocofely call,it amongft themfelves the .Pye- 
cruft. 

O ye whom we mifcall favages! inhabitants 
of the moft northern parts of America, ye are 
faid to feed on the flefh of your conquered foes, 
but you are humane and gentle, and your deeds 
are commendable, when compared to the fright- 
ful pictures my indignant but faithful pencil 
could draw, to the eternal fhame of our boafted 
humanity and refinement; if we have any it is 
if being more barbarous than yourfelves. 

Yet hold—fome comfort is in profpect, mercy 
and mildnefs fit on the throne, the paternal 


€are of our new monarch is awakened; and an 
edict 
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edi is preparing to relieve that unhappy part 
of his fubjeéts, who may have provoked the 
laws to juftice, but not to barbarity ! 


SENTENCE OF DEATH, 


After a prifoner has feen death under fo 
many forms, when his foul, is in a manner 
withered, his fpirit exhaufted, and life 1s grown 
a burthen, the fentence that ends his fufferings 
fhould, it feems, be moft welcome to him— 
it would be fo, were not our laws more ealcu- 
lated to torture the body than fimply to punifh 
the criminal. A man who pays the forfeit of 
his life to the injured laws of his country, has, 
in the eyes of reafon, more than fufficiently 
atoned for his crime, but here indufrious cruel- 
ty has deviced the moft barbarous. means of. 
avenging the wrongs done to fociety, and the 
breaking the bones of a wretch on a crofs, twift- 
ing his mangled body round the circumference 
of a wheel, are inventions worthy of the fertile 
brains of a Phalaris, and fhew to the fulleft de- 
monftration, that fuch inhuman laws were more 
levelled againft the man, than the crime for 
which he is doomed to fuffer. 

Did the murderer, fhulking in the woods, ever 
thought of inflicting fuch horrid torments on 
the victims of his thirft after a paltry ore; he 
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gives the fatal blow, but dreads to face the ob- 
ject of his crime; he kills at once, and flies 
from the bloody fpot, a prey to his remorfe: 
whilft juftice, more cruel by far, tells, with un- 
clouded brow, for the fpace of twenty-four 
hours, the horrid groans of the wretch who 
dies, as it were, by inches, amidft the moft 
agonizing tortures. 


EXECUTIONER. 


The executioner in Paris enjoys a revenue 
of no lefs than 18,000 livres; his figure is 
perfectly well known to the populace, he is 
for them the greateft tragedian. Whenever he 
exhibits, they croud round his temporary ftage, 
our very women, even thofe, whofe rank and 
education fhould infpire with the mildeft fenti- 
ments, are not the laft to fhare in thofe- horrid 
fpectacles. I have feen fome of thofe delicate 
creatures, whofe fibres are fo tender, fo eafily 
fhaken, who faint at the fight of a fpider, look 
unconcerned on the execution of Damiens, and 
be the laft to avert their eyes, from the mof’ 
dreadful punifhment that ever was deviced to 
avenge an offended monarch. 

The Bourreau, though the laft, and by his 
employment ftigmatized with ignominy, has 
no badge to diftinguith him from the reft of 

the 
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the citizens; and in this particular, I think, 
the Police very deficient, efpecially when he 
executes the dreadful commands of the law. It 
ig not only ridiculous, it is fhocking in the 
extreme, to fee him afcend the ladder: his head 
dreffied and profufely powdered, a laced coat, 
filk ftockings, and a pair of as elegant pumps 
as ever fet off the foot of the moft refined pefite 
maitre. Should he not be clad in garments 
more fuitable to the minifter of death? What 
is the confequence of fo grofs an abfurdity? A 
populace, not overburthened with the feelings 
of fimpathy, are all taken up with admiration 
for the handfomg. cloaths and perfon of Charles 
Break-bones (nickname given to the executioner), 
Their attention is engroffed by the genteel be- 
haviour and appearance of this deputy of the 
monarch of terrors: they have hardly a thought 
to beftow upon the malefaétor, not one on his 
fufferings, and of courfe the intention of the 
law is fruftrated ; the dreadful example meant 
to frighten vice from its criminal courfe has 
no effect on the minds of the fpectator, much 
more attentive to the pointeruffles, and the rich 
cloaths of the man, whofe appearancefhould con- 
cur in adding to the folemnity, than to the awful 
memento fet up by a dire neceffity, to inforce 
the practice of virtue by fhewing, that he who 
lives in crimes muft die in infamy. 
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The executioner, from the ftigma inherent 
to his profeffion, and of courfe to himfelf, can-’ 
not look out for alliances among the other ranks 
of citizens. The very populace, though as well 
verfed in the hiftory of the hangman and maz’ 
lefaétors, as people of a more refined education 
are with the fovereigns of Europe and their 
minifters, would think it a difgrace to inter-’ 
marry with his family to the lateft generation. 
It is not many years fince the Bourreau of Paris 
publicly advertifed, that he was ready to beftow 
the hand of his daughter, with a portion of one 
hundred thoufand crowns, in favour of any na- 
tive Frenchman-who would accept of it, and 
agree to fucceed him in bufinefs; the latter 
claufe would have ftazgered avarice itfelf, and 
Charley was obliged to follow the former prac- 
tice of his predeceffors in office, and marry his 
heirefS to a provincial executioner. Thefe gen- 
tlemen, in humble imitation of our bifhops, take 
their furnames from the cities where they are 
fettled, and among themfelves it 1s Monfieur of 
Paris, Monfieur of Rouen, &c. &c. 

1 cannot difmifs this article without obferving 
the impropriety of having the felons executed 
in the very cénter of the capital; the renters of 
the Place de Greve, who have lent their money 
to government, are witnefs three or four times 
a month of the fad fpedtacle, and their ears 
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grated with the difmal groans of the tortured 
malefaGcor. But as [have had occafion to remark, 
the code of our criminal laws is fo entangled, 
that a new one ought to be fettled, to give to 
this part of our legiflature that appearance 
which diftinguifhes the operation of juftice from 
the atrocious deeds of a blood-thirfty tyrant. 

I fhall conclude this chapter by the follow- 
ing narrative, the fact is now recent in every 
man’s memory, and may ferve as a leffon to ali 
judges, not to be too hafty in admitting cir- 
~cumftantial evidence as an irrefragable proof 
of guilt. 

About feventeen years ago a country girl left 
her peaceable home to come to the capital, and 
as her misfortune would have it was hired by 
a man who was tainted with all thofe vices that 
diferace humanity. She was handfome, and 
foon kindled in her mafter’s bofom a paffion 
which nothing but enjoyment could allay. Bue 
he folicited in vain, virtue fenced her on every 
Gde. She had not been long enough in Paris 
to have entirely fhaken off the romantic notions 
of innocence, which fhe had imbibed in a 
parent’s humble cottage—Difappointed love de- 
{pairs and pines away—but the luftful man 
knows no bounds, and as the only fentiment 
that a€tuates him is brutality, if he is fruftrated 
in his criminal attempts, rage and hatred take 

the 








the place of his wanton defires—it was here the 
cafe—foiled in his expeétation, he bent all 
his thoughts on revenge, and devifed the moft 
diabolical one that hell-born villainy alone could 
have imagined, 

Having found means to open, by a falfe key, 
a box belonging to the ill-fated girl, he fecretly 
lodged therein a great quantity of his property, 
fuch as plate, &c. marked with his name— 
then privately fent for a Commijfaire, complained 
of his being robbed, requefting he would 
inflantly fearch the houfe, The girl with all 
the candour of confcious innocence was the firft 
to offer her box—it was ranfacked, and the 
fuppofed ftolen goods were found artfully con- 
cealed under the cloaths—-She was apprehend- 
ed: her very furprife conftrued into a filent 
proof of her guilt, and fhe, after a fhort trial, 
fentenced to be hanged. 

Providence, however, feemed to interfere: 
the hangman, a novice in his profeffion, per- 
formed the operation in a bungling manner; 
fhe was hanged, but not ftrangled. The fur- 
geon, who had bought the body, took it home, 
but joon, to his great furprife, found that fhe 
had fome life remaining; he gave her all the 
affiftance his art could afford, and in a few mi- 
nutes recovered her entirely, 
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The poor girl was not re-banged, as falfely 
aflerted in the Fournal de Paris, but by the 
advice of a prieft, whom the careful furgeon had 
fent for, fhe retired to the country, under the 
protection of a lady well known for her huma- 
nity and benevolence. 


Mean while the affair tranfpired, and the: 


montter, by a timely flight, efcaped his deferved 
fate. Itis faid that he is now in England, 
where, in the capacity of a French teacher, he 
earns a tolerable livelihood. Oh, why does 
not the Almighty in his -wifdom imprint on 
the cheek of fuch villains, in charaGters of 
blood, this ufeful caution: BEHOLD A MUR-~ 
DERER! Yet the wretch of whom we fpeak 
here, is even worfe than the affaffin, fince the 
wounds he gives are not only mortal to the 
body, but to that which is more precious than 
life, I mean, honour and a good name. 

But enough—indeed too much of thefe horrid 
defcriptions; let us drop the veil, and huma- 
nity dry up her tears, whilft I endeavour to 
amufe my readers with fome Parifian pecu- 
harities. 


RETAILERS OF NEWS. 


A groupe of news-mongers, in deep debate 
on the political interefts of Europe, ftanding in 
the 
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the fhady walks of the Luxembourg, prefent to 
the eye a moft curious picture. They difpofe 
of kingdoms, regulate the finances of fove- 
reigns, and, in the twinkling of an eye, march 
whole armies from north to fouth. 

Each of them is tenacious of his opinion, and 
fwears, right or wrong, tothe truth of his affertion. 
But lo! the laft comer contradiéts every thing that 
has been faid. ‘The fame, who triumphed in the 
morning, finds himfelf totally routed at feven in 
the evening; but the next day, at the Sanhe- 
drim of thofe wife politicians, the laft night’s 
informant gains a compleat victory, All the 
bloody operations of war become an objett of 
amufement. for the old, idle, talkative fools, 
and engrofs the whole of their converfation. 

What ought to aftonith a fenfible mind, is 


the profound and fhameful ignorance of all 


thofe news-mongers on the character, ftrength, 
and political fituation of the Englifh nation. 

It is true, that, under the flated roof of the 
rich and great, no better notions are entertained 
in genera}. The French treat the Englifh, when 
they are not prefent, in a tone of fuperiority, 
haughtinefs, and contempt, which muft make 
a fenfible hearer lament the folly of the cowardly 
detractors, The Parifians ftand the ftrongeft 
example of a people obedient to national preju- 
dices, They believe in the Gazette de France, 

which 
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with as implicit a faith as any article of their 
religious creed, tho it ferves only to propagate 
the moft impudent falfhoods, and calmly palm 
them upon the indignant world, yet the Parifians 
iwear by no other; it is their only political gofpel. 
They will ferioufly maintain, that it is in thé 
power of their grand monarch to fubdue Eng- 
Jand at his mighty pleafure; and affert, that if 
a defcent is not made in London, it is becaufe 
the minifters are not willing to do it, from 
caufes better known to themfelves; nay, they 
go fo far as to fuppofe, that they might prevent 
that nation from navigating on the riverThames. . 
All thefe imperftinencies are daily uttered by 
perfons from whom one has leaft reafon to ex- 
pect them. Hear thet talking on other fub- 
jects, you will find them fenfible and even pro- 
found; but when England is mentioned, one 
would readily conclude, that they have neither 
judgment, knowledge, nor reading. They have 
not the leaft idea of its conftitution, and they 
fpeak of it as a critic, who does not underftand 
Englifh, comments upon Shake/peare. Thefe 
foolifh affertions deferve only the contemptuous 
imile of men who are better informed. The 
great misfortune is, that thefe abfurd opinions 
are not confined to the lower clafs of people. 
Perfons of rank, nay, men of letters themfelves 
are not, in that refpect, unlike the zews-mongers. 


I The 
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The following trait will give my readers 
fome idea of that national prejudice, which our 
good Parifians entertain againft the Englifh in 
general, 

A citizen of the Rue Cordelieres, was affidu- 
oufly attentive to the ravings of an Abbé, afworn 
enemy of the Englifh, This Abbé charmed 
and delighted the old gentleman by his vehe- 
ment declamations. He was for ever repeating, 
“we muft raife shirty thoufand men, embark 
thirty thoufand men, and thirty thoufand men, this 
operation will perhaps coft thirty thoufand men, but 
we fhall poflefs ourfelves of London, and what 
is the lofs of thirty thoufand men to complete 
fo glorious an expedition ?” 

This was his daily, and you will own, good 
reader, very /en/ble argument; in faét, he had 
no other to urge—-Some months after, his gaping 
admirer fell fick, and on his death=bed remem- 
bered his dear Abbé, whom he could no longer 
expect to hear: but the Abbé had predicted the 
approaching and infallible deftruction of Eng- 
land, by means of thirty thoufand men. To give 
him therefore a teftimony of his fincere grati- 
tude (for this good man hated the Englifh with- 
out knowing wherefore), he left him a legacy, 
couched in the following words: ‘* I will and 
‘bequeath to the Abbé zhirty thoufand men, twelve 
hundred livres a-year. I do not know him by 
any other name; but he is a good patriot, who 


has 
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has afferted at the Luxembourg, that the Enelifh, 
that odious nation, who dethrone their fove- 
reigns, will foon be deftroyed.” 

On the depofition of many witneffes, who 
attefted that fuch was the furname of the Abbé, 
who frequented the Luxembourg from time im- 
memorial, and that he had always fhewn him- 
felf a faithful antagonift of thofe fierce republi- 
cans, the legacy was paid him. 

Were it poffible to print all that is faid in 
Paris, in the courfe of only one day, it muft 
be confeffed that it would be a very ftrange 
compilation. What a heap of contradiétions ! 
The idea alone provokes rifibility. 


1 WER ONS IRD | eas 


As in the foregoing article we have men- 
tioned the word 452, and as I have the pre- 
fumption to fuppofe, that my work may be 
tranflated, I think it neceffary to give fome ac- 
count of that heterogeneous being. 

Paris is full of them. True clerical drones, 
they ferve neither the church nor the ftate, 
and live in the moft exceffive idlenefs. Ro- 
binfon Crufoe obferves, that a robuft body, 
which would have made an excellent porter, 
was often fpoiled, by concealing his man- 
jy limbs under a black gowns But Robin- 

I 2 fon 
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fon Crufoe was a favage; had he had the ° 
happinefs of being born at Paris, he would have 
changed his note. 

In moft houfes you will find an Abbé, who 
is ftyled the Friend, though in reality he is no 
more than a dignified valet, who commands 
over the livery fervants ; is alfo the humble fer- 
vant of Madame ; affifts at her toilet; and with- 
out doors, direéts the affairs of Monfieur; and 
often atts the honorable part of pander to his 
patron. That perfonage is tamely fubfervient 
to the will and caprice of his protectors during 
a number of years, with the only view of having 
his name entered on the lift of church-livings. 

They at length fucceed, and receive, after 
years, the dear bought reward of their fervility : 
meanwhile they enjoy a good table, with other 
trifling advantages to be met with in the abode 
of opulence. 

The lady’s maid informs them of every thing 
that paffes; they know all the fecrets of the 
mafter, the iniftrefs, and the fervants. 

Next come the preceptors; thefe are alfo 
abbés. In great families they are {carcely dif- 
tinguifhed from the menial fervants, During 
the courfe of young mafter’s education, however, 
they have a fmall portion of attention paid them; 
as {oon as it is finifhed, they are prefented witha 
trifling penfion, or a living is procured for them; 

they 


PARIS IN MINIATURE.* 61 


they are then difmiffed, without farther reward 
or ceremony. ‘The little efteern that they enjoy, 
is a reafon why they are fo indifferent for the im- 
provement of their pupils; but how is it to be 
fuppofed, that fifty pounds fterling a-year is a 
fufficient recompence for the education of a 
young man, the moft difficult and uncertain 
of all tafks. Befides, zemo dat quod non habet ; 
it muft be a man of fuperior abilities, who can 
really open the mind to receive inftruction, and 
who can correét an ungrateful and _perverle 
nature. 

Here are alfo, under the denomination of 
abbés, many nondefcripts, without either band 
or other infignia of the clerical profeflion, 
dreffed in a Pruffian coat with gold bottons, 
their hat under their arm, ftrut about with 
heads moft impertinently dreffed, and give 
themfelves the moft effeminate airs. Pillars of 
the theatres and of coffee-houfes; bad com- 
pilers of worthlefs pamphlets, ot doers of faty- 
rical extraéts ; it may be afked how they can 
belong to the church? for thofe alone who 
ferve the altar have a right to be called eccle- 
fiattics. They neverthelefs ufurp the name, 
becaufe they now and then wear the clerical 
habit when it can fuit their purpofe. 

To the great fcandal of religion this is fuf- 
fered; but why, 1 know not. Yet, true it 1S, 

that 
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that without the leaft pretence to that diftinc. 
tion, whoever likes it may wear the. caffock. 
It is more in fafhion than ever,. as it-is the 
cheapeft wear, gives the bearer an air of dif. 
tinction, and does not, as formerly, exclude 
him from vifiting certain places which were once 
fhut againft the clergy. It was not permitted 
to the real or pretended Abbés, twenty-five 
years ago, to vilit a Lats; the proftitute who 
Jaid an information againft them before the Com- 
miflary, had fifty livres, which were paid by the 
Bifhop. This odious inquifition, which united 
the double vice of perfidy and fhame, no longer 
exifts, 


COFFEE-HOUSES. 


There are in this capital between fix and feven 
hundred coffee-houfes, the common refuge of 
idlenefs and poverty, where the latter is warmed 
without any expence for fuel, and the former 
entertained by hearing every thing that is faid 
and gazing at the crowds who make their en- 
trance and exit by turns, that is, in other 
words, feeing an hundred new faces in an hour. 
in other countries, where liberty is more than 
an empty name, a coffee-houfe is the rendez- 


vous of politicians, who freely canvafs the con- 


duct of the minifter, or debate on matters of 
ftate, 
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ftate. Not fo here!—I have already given’a 
very good reafon, why the Parifians are fparing 
of their political reflexions. If they fpeak at 
all on flate matters, it 1s to extol the power of 
their fovereign, and the wifdom of his coun- 
cellors. A half ftarved author, or a powdered 
Bias, with all his wardrobe and moveables on 
his back, dining there on a difh of coffee and 
a halfpenny roll, talks big of the immenfe re- 
fources of his country, and the great plenty of 
every neceflary of life, whilft his only fupper is 
the fteam arifing from the rich man’s houfe, 
as he returns to his empty garret. 

The moft important points which engrofs 
the converfation, are of a far different nature. 
Authors are arraigned before the areopagus that 
fits there in judgment. Here the fpeakers 
may talk about and about it without having 
any thifg to apprehend from the fpies, provid- 
ed they do not take part againft thofe writers 
whofe works have been ftigmatifed by the lite- 
rary inguifitors. The productions that they are 
-at hberty to canvafs, approve, or condemn, 
eonfift of dramatic pieces, weekly or monthly 
magazines. On thefe criticifm may, and does 
feed, even to furfeit. ‘Thofe who have juft en- 
tered the lifts of literature, ftand in dread of 
this awful tribunal, where a dozen of grim- 
looking critics deal out reputation by whole- 
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fale. Woe to the young poet, to the new actor 
or actrefs, they are often all of them fentenced 
without trials, cat-calls, deftined to grate their 
affrighted ears, are manufa¢tured here over a dith 
of chocolate. 

Our brave anceftors ufed to refort to taverns 
and public-houfes for the pleafure of meeting 
together in a focial manner; they kept up this 
good humour, their temper was not foured yet, 
nor their f{pirit broken, as ours are ever fince the 
encroaching hand of defpotifm has clapped a pad- 
dock on our lips; nothing is feen but clouded 
and vacant countenances, or if they expre(ls any 
thing, it is that uneafinefs and anxiety which 
{prings from the dread every man ftands in of 
his neighbour, 

Though Lafcribe this very fatal alteration moftly 
to our political fhakles, I am of opinion, that the 
change of liquor may be fet down for the nas 
tural caufe of that almoft univerfal dejection. 
Our forefathers drank that mirth-infpiring lis 
quor which Burgundy and Champaign fupplied 
them with. This gave life to their meetings— 
Ours are more fober no doubt, but is that {o- 
briety the companion of health—by no means— 
to the generous wine we have fubftituted a 
black beverage, bad in itfelf, but worfe by the 
Manner itis made in all the. coffee-houfes of 
this fafhionable metropolis. . But the good Pa: 

rifians 
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tifians are very carelefs about the matter ; they 
{wallow what is put before them, and quaff down 
this baneful wafh, which in its turn is droven 
down by a more deadly poifon, miftakenly 
called cordials. 


OSD oN A Reto hos: 


Thofe of the Parifians who are fingle, and 
can afford to pay for a better dinner than a cof- 
fee-houfe wath, refort to the Table @Hotes, or 
Ordinaries. If the former may be called the 
abode of dulnefs, the latter are certainly the 
temple of gluttony. It is the misfortune of a 
firanger to be obliged to put up with the fare 
commonly ferved up in thefe places. I fay his 
misfortune, becaufe he is often expofed to pay 
for a dinner, and in reality to have none. 

This is a myftery which I fhall difclofe for 
the benefit of thofe foreigners who may chance 
to ca{t their eye on this article. 

Yet the behaviour of my folite countrymen 
in this circumftance, militates fo ftrongly againft 
the received opinion of our courtlinefs and ci- 
vility, that I blufh to be compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that at ordinaries they fhew more appe-' 
tite than good breeding—The greater the rea- 
fon I have to undeceive thofe who intend to 
vifit this capital—There is always at the Tables 

K a’ Hotes 
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@’ Hotes a fet of regular cuftomers, whofe comr 
plaifant ftomach digefts.as fait as their de- 
vouring jaws can fupply its unconfcionable crav- 
ings. Thefe modern Milos who, if they can- 
not like the Crotonian of old, kili an ox with 
no other weapon than their fit, would prove a 
match for him in point of eating it up, divide 
amongft themfelves the whole fpoil of the table, 
and leave to their vifitors what they cannot con- 
fume.—Woe then to the modett ftranger—woe 
to thofe who are flow at their meals—~placed 
between thofe cormorants, they will have foon 
reafon to curfe them as heartily as ever Sancho 
Panca did his phyfician. . The table will be 
cleared before they have had time to look 
about. In-vain will they call back the waiters; 
thefe fellows, whofe ears are waxed, mind net- 
ther entreaties nor menaces.——The. only advice 
{ can give to thofe who mean to vifit thefe eat- 
ing-houfes is, to learn the ufeful art of eating. 
If they are naturally well bred, let them forget 
their good manners at the door, for if they do 
not help themfelves, they run the chance of not 
being ferved at all. 

The above is not, ‘however, the moft dif- 
agreeable circumftance attending thofe motley 
crews, there are others more difgufting to thofe 


who have an averfion for lafcivious difcourfes, 
and 
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and who with the Enelith poet, and indeed all 
heneft men hold it as an axiom that, 


‘¢ Want of decency, is want of fenfe.” 


Thofe cannibals, who are bleffed with offrichian 
ftomachs, have all the earrulity and talkative- 
nefs of magpies, and often having dined for 
themfelves and for you, will ftun your ears with 
their Joquacity, and wound your feelings by the 
moft undelicate language. 

Hear then, O ftranger, whom chance, bufi- 
ne{s, or too good an opinion of this place and its 
inhabitants, compel er induce to leave your 
country and friends, avoid the Tables d Hotes, 
if poffible, the leaft evil that can attend your 
frequenting them is, to be at fhort allowance; 
there are moral evils, which, in fuch places, foon 
become epidemic—avoid them, he that entered 
it with @nnecence, often retires with guilty 
thoughts in his mind. Keep yourfelf to your- 
felf, and if you would be comfortable, fend for 
your dinner from the next Traiteur, you will 
be well ferved, and have value for your 
money. 


Perry LAs CDE Game 


This is but too common a tranfition, good 
geader, from the place where I left you laft; as 
Ke2 I write 











68 PARIS IN MINIATURE. 


I write for your’ information, let no one be a- 
larmed at the title of this chapter, I talk of an 
evil, but | mean none. 

Women of this ftamp are not the moft dan- 
gerous of their fex. Hypocrify does not enter 
in the catalogue of their vices. ‘They never can’ 
occafion fuch mifchiefs as that cunning wan- 
ton, hanging out the falfe colours of love and 
modefty ; moft of the former deferve our pity, 
the latter our hate and indignation, 

Too frequent a commerce with thofe unfortu- 
nate wretches is productive of this ewil, that 
moft of our young men take nearly the fame 
liberties with the real modeft women, and al- 
molt treat them in the fame manner, fo that in 
this pretended refined age, love is but another 

word for luft and brutality. 

Our principals of gallantry fo widely differ 
from the fimplicity and candour of our fore- 
fathers, that our converfation with the moft re- 
fpectable women keep hardly within the bounds 
of common delicacy. Scandalous anecdotes, 
impure witticifm, plain double entendre, confti- 
tute two thirds of our propos galant. It is high 
time to put a ftop to this licentioufnefs: this 
confummation fo devoutly to be wifhed, muft 
be the work of women; let them fhew a proper 
refentment, and the moft petulant coxcomb 
will either fly the prefence of a virtuous fair, 

| and 
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and then fo much the better for her fex, or fhe 
will make a convert, and thus benefit fociety. 

Indeed, fo defireable an alteration cannot 
take place too foon, it is almoft impoffible for 
the boldeft imagination to conceive another de- 
gree beyond the prefent corruption of our mo- 
rals, from the higheft to the loweft rank of 
people, Paris is a compleat Babylon. 

Upon a moderate computation, there are in 
Paris 30,000 impures of the lower clafs, and 
about 10,000 more decently indecent, known by 
the name of filles eniretenues (kept ladies), who 
are in reality a transferable ftock, and yearly 
made over from one mafter to the other; they 
were formerly called femmes amoureufes, and filles 
folles de leur corps. tis a grofs mifnomer, thefe 
venal beauties are not amorous, and if they play 
the fool with themfelyes, thofe who frequent 
them-are ftill more infane. 

Yet the police fingleout their female {pies from 
among, thofe proftitutes ; its agents lay them 
under the heavieft contributions, and fhew them- 
{elvés-more contemptible than the meaneft of 
the Meffalinian tribe; yes, there are in this 
metropolis, beings more vile than the moft 
abandoned fireet-walker, and this thing is a 
police runner. | 

As we have before obferved, great number 
of thofe wretches are ¢ taken up by night, in fo 

arbitrary 
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arbitrary a manner, that a political fpeculator 
cannot but condemn, as highly derogatory to 
the refpect due to the dometftic afylum; to the 
weaknefs of the fex, and as likely to be produc. 
tive of evil confequences to fome of thefe un- 
fortunate victims of men’s innate villainy. 
They are carried to the goal of the Rue Sf. 
Martin, and on the laft Friday of every month 
they pafs mufter before the Police, that is to 
fay, they hear on their knees the fentence that 
condemns them to be imprifoned in the Salpe- 
triere (Houle of Correction); they are allowed 
neither attorney nor council, and inferior defpo- 
tifm, the worfe of all tyrannies, pronounce their 
due ! | 
The next day they are cramped into an open 
cart, all of them landing, fome weep, fomie 
cover their faces, whilft others more inured to 
infamy, receive and retort the infults of an un- 
ruly populace in the moft indecent language. 
This fcandalous fhew goes through the town in 
the day-time, and both the behaviour and lan- 
guage of thefe women is a frefh breach of pub- 
‘ic decency. The matrons and the better, that 
is, the wealthieft amongft them, by coming 
down handfomely, enter into articles of capitu- 
lation, and are allowed covered waggons, 
Without any exaggeration, the money {pent 
upon all women of that clafs, may be eftimated 
at 
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at fifty millions of livres per annum, whilft the 
whole amount of the monies applied to cha- 
ritable ufes is rated at three millions only, a 
difproportion that opens a wide and diftrefsful 
theme for {peculation, But what above all mutt 
deeply wound every reflecting mind is, that 
proftitution is become an unavoidable and al- 
moft neceflary evil. If that baneful fource 
fhould be ftopt 20,000 wretches muft ftarve, as 
their manual of work could hardly fuffice to 
feed and cloath them. O ye legiflators, here 
is room for meditation, even to madnefs ! 


GA LL AN, T.RY. 


This is the trifling toy, which has taken the 
place of that honourable love, that fubfifted 
_ amongft us till within this century. 

Love, properly fpeaking, is now, at leaft in 
Paris, no more than a kind of tempered liber- 
tinifm, which captivates our fenfes without ty- 
ranizing over reafon or duty, equally diftane 
from the debauchery and exceffive tendernefs— 
decent where it can be fo, and delicate even in 
inconftancy. 

Our women feem to encourage that kind of 
nonchalance in love affairs, by their own example. 
The word is now, love till you are weary, and 
change before difguft comes on—a pretty, or at 

leatt, 
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leaft, eafy kind of philofophy, deeply inforced 
by practice; fo far indeed, that I with our laws 
would expunge from the criminal code, the arti- 
cle Rape, as there are no Lucretizs now a-days, 
and that no man would take the trouble of being 
a Tarquinius Free and eafy is the motto of 
both fex, and if this alteration in our manners 
does no honour to our morals, it muft be owned, 
at leaft, that if weare not the moft paffionate, 
we have an exclufive right to be ftiled the moft 
indolent of all people. 

Love amoneft us, therefore, cannot be called 
the tyrant of the heart; and, perhaps, it is fo 
much the better for us, as carelefs love cannot 
be productive of fo many crimes as have been the 
confequence of that paffion, when carried to ex- 
eefs ; but at the fametime, it argues the lofs of 
many virtues in both fexes—-and where lies the 
fault ? Why is not the fair fex as amiable now, 
and as capable of infpiring a refpectful and laft- 
ing paffion ?>—Becaufe they have forfeited our 
efteem. 


WO ONE Ey. 


The obfervation of Jean Jacques Rouffeau, is 
but too well founded, when he fays, that our 
women, who have by degrees crept into all 
public places, and daily mix with the other 

fex, 
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fex, have taken the haughtinefs, the looks, and 
the very gait of the latter. 

Paris is full of women who fay, like Ninon de 
 Euclos, “1 have made myfelf a man”; the 
confequence is, that the homage we now pay to 
the fair, is both equivocal and affronting. 

The writer above! quoted has been fo fevere 
upon the Parifian ladies, and his arguments are ~ 
fo well fupported, that I dare not contradi& 
him, left any apology in their favour fhould 
only ferve as a foil to fet off his reafoning.— 
He is of opinion, however, that one may find 
a friend amongit them—Yes, there are fome 
whofe good fenfe will make them capable of 
friend/bip, but in love they are all alike, fickle, 
inconftant, and more given to fenfuality than 
capable of the nobler refinements of a paffion 
which, if not founded on felf-efteem, is the dif- 
grace of mankind. 

Lord Chefterfield, after having beftowed on 
our ladies the moft fulfome and unmerited 
praife, becomes at lait a convert to truth, and 
concludes by whifpering to his fon, that they 
may be looked upon as. fo many over-crown 
babes, who fhould be amufed with two toys: 
galantry and adulation. 

The ladies amongft us have loft the moft 
endearing qualities of their fex, bafhfulnefs, fim- 


plicity of manners,. and delicacy of fentiment. 
L They 
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They have made up this irreparable lofs by 2 
lively imagination, and the graces both of lan- 
guage and manners: they are more fought af- 
ter, but lefs refpected ; we are attached to thent 
without trufting to their love. But as they ad- 
vance in years, they are defpifed and forlorn, — 
and their only refource is, to become religious, 
run from church to church, hear every fermon,: 
vifit no one but their father confeffer, and think 
themfelves the only phoenix of their fex, after 
having been perhaps a difgrace to it, and thus 
end in hypocrify, a life idly fpent in wantonnefs 
and. diffipation. , 


SEPARATFON Ss 


This is the end’ of moft marriages amongft 
us. Weare not allowed the divorce, but our 
laws permit a feparation, which in.itfelf is worfe 
than the former, fince it renders fo many be- 
ings totally ufelefs to fociety, when they go not 
fo far as to be a difgrace to it; the latter, in- 
deed, is moftly the cafe: our paflions being the 
fame, and having no lawful excufe to indulge it by 
a mere feparation, we follow, without reftraint, 
the impulfe of nature, and being neither mar- 
ried nor yet fingle, the parties are at liberty to 
do as they pleafe, and a feparation, moftly 
founded on mifconduct, legitimates in a man- 
ner a continuance of the fame, 

There 
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There are two forts of feparations, one by 
Jaw, and the other by mutual confent ; the for- 
mer is not fo common perhaps, becaufe it mut 
be purchafed, and fometimes, after a hufband 
has {pent a great deal of money, to expofe his 
own and his wife’s infamy, the award of the 
law is not given in his favour. As for fepara- 
tion by mutual confent, it often takes place be- 
fore the honey-moon is Over, or after Madame 
has given an heir to the family ; it continues 
until the parties’ are tired. of it, Iq this fenfe 
moft of our married people may be faid to be 
in a conftant ftate of feparation. They live, it 


Is true, under the fame roof, but are in a mane. 


ner ftrangers to each other, and might be a 
hundred miles afunder, were it not to fave ap- 
pearances. 


MARRIAGEABLE GIRLS, 


The number of antiquated maidens who have 
pafied the proper age for marriage is incredible, 
becaufe nothing is fo difficult as to bring about 
fuch an alliance, not fo much. for its being an 
engagement for life, as on account of the pre- 
vious ceremoney of depofiting in the hands of 
a notary the requifite Marriage-portion, Usly 
ones we have in plenty, they are paffed by un- 
noticed, unlefs they can redeem that natural 


je defeét 
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defect by a heavy purfe ; and even without this 
affiftance, thofe to whom nature has been moft 
partial, can hardly find a hufband. It were 
well to revive in Paris a cuftom which prevailed 
amoneft the Babylonians. All the marriageable 


girls were, at a certain time of the year, affem- 


bied in the market-place, the youth of the other 
fex came there to purchafe, and of courfe bid 
for the handfomeft, and the money they depo- 
{ited was afterwards employed to portion the 
ugly and forlorn. . 

Marriage is now looked upon as an unfup- 
portable yoke; celibacy, asa life of eafe and 
quiet. The maids, or to fpeak more clearly, 
the unmarried girls in the middling rank, are 
very common. Several of them join in fo- 
ciety, make a common ftock of their for- 
tunes, and fink the capital to enjoy a more 
comfortable revenue. This voluntary abnega- 
tion and anti-conjugal fyftem, from a fex whofe 
firft inclination ought to be for marriage, is not 
perhaps the leaft confpicuous of our peculiari- 
ties. wae | 

Amoneft the Lacedemonians the married wo- 
men affembled every year, and in the Temple 
of Venus feverely flogged the celibatarians of 
their fex. What would Lycurgus fay now, were 
he to fee our reputed maidens fly from the 
altar of _Hymen, prefer celibacy, become the 
 - panepyrifts 


PARIS IN MINIATURE. 7 


panegyrifts of that folitary life, and live in a 
kind of mafculine freedom, a liberty which at 
no time, and in no country, was ever the pri- 
vilege of their fex. 

What is the confequence of this ftrange per- 
verfion of order? People of fortune, who live 
fingle, or marry too late, beget no children: 
the poor, who venture boldly on matrimony, 
but too foon have large families; fo that all the 
wealth of the country remains in the hands of a 
few; and thofe have lefs who want moft. 

Our private focieties are difgraced by thofe 
old maids, who have difdained the refpectable 
title of wives and mothers. They carry their 
ufelefs and worn-out carcaffes from houfe to 
houfe ; but do they expect thofe kind of non- 
entities to ufurp, or even fhare in the efteem 
and regard which are due to a mother of a fa- 
mily, furrounded by a numerous offspring? They 
ought on the contrary to meet every where with 
the moft contemptuous treatment, the more fo, 
as they are generally more peevifh, ill-natured, 
and covetous, than any woman who is or has 
been married. The virtues of their fex they 
neither know nor practice, but they exceed 
them all in thofe vices and ridicules that beg- 
gar the contempt of every rational being. 


R EL 
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REPUGNANCE FOR MARRIAGE. 


Whilft fo many maidens enjoy the moft un- 
bounded and licentious freedom, which does 
not even turn to the increafe of population, 
what fhall we fay of that almoft infinite number 
of young girls who under the care of their 
auftere parents are by theirindigence, or foolifh 
pride, doomed to an eternal celibacy? Are 
they not on the brink of the abyfs, and will 
they not fooner or later fall a prey to melan- 
choly or libertinifm? 

Beauty and vittue are valued at nought, unlefs 
they are fet off by {omething far more precious than 
either—a large portion. There certainly mutt 
be a conftitutional defect in our laws, fince man 
dreads to enter into the moit defireable engage- 
ment.. Frightened at the heavy charges which 
the title of hufband muft bring upon him, he 
refufes to pay this natural tribute to his ungrate- 
ful or at leaft abufed country. 

Father women have acted wrong and againft 
their own intereft in encouraging luxury, or 
elfe we have reached the laft degree of corrup- 
tion. No one will take a wife without a for- 
tune becaufe he muft fupport her extravagan- 
ci¢s, and this very thought is fufficient to infpire 
him with a kind of antipathy for the indiflo- 

lubl¢ 
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luble bond which he ties with a vifible reluce 
tance. 

But how fhould we be furprifed at the num- 
ber of celibatarians of both fexes, when we confi- 
der that in Paris all manner of vices prevail, and 
are no where indulged at an eafier rate. How 
could a fenfible man, who refleéts on the diffiz 
pated life of our women, the contempt they 
fhew for their moft effential duties, not be 
hurt, and dread the confequence of entering 
into a ftate, the butt of ridicule, and in which 
he can find no redrefs from the law until his 
wrongs are publicly known, and that nothing 
more can be added to his difgrace ? 

Amongft the numberlefs caufes of our anti- 
matrimonial inclinations, the efrontery of our 
married women certainly holds the firft rank. 
Piqued at feeing the fuccefs of the courtizans, 
who engrofs the whole of our diffipated youths 
of fathion, they form a kind of middling ftate 
between the proftitute and the modeft woinlan, 
they hide all the vices of the former under the 
latter’s cloak, and of courfe are by far more dan- 
serous; nay, profligacy is come to fuch a pitch 
in this metropolis, that women, forgettine the 
amicable modefty, which alone gives value to 
their charms, and keeps up our defire, a& im- 


pudently the lover’s part, ‘Thefe are difagree- 
able 
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able truths, yet I do not exaggerate—they are 
only in miniature. : 


YOUNG MISSES. 


How could the fair fex efcape that general 
corruption. which we have but too juft a reafon 
to lament? A young girl can hardly ftammer a 
few inarticulate accents, when her provident 
mother reads her the firft le€ture of felf-conceit 
and coquetry. There is nothing fo ridiculous 
as our dolls of five or fix years old; at that age 
Mifs is no more achild, In public walks they 
already appear pinched up in the ftiff attire of 
fifteen. It is curious enough to fee them ftrut 
about, and torture their little bodies to imitate 
the gait of the grown ladies, their very looks 
and appearance ; giving to their hoops, much 
bigger than themfelves, all thofe fathionable 
motions which they copy from their mamma, 
How fuch abfurdities muft fhock a thinking 
man who reflects on their dangerous confe- 
quences! The good mamma or governefs, who 
walks behind her hopeful pupil or child, feems 
in raptures at the great airs of the /z/e thing, 
and now. and then, by way of encouragement, 
tells her, ina confequential tone, ‘* Come, mifs, 
hold up your head, here comes your little huf-. 
band.” The confequence is obvious; they ac- 

quire 
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quire by degrees that art, which they difplay af- 
terwards to the ridicule and often the fcandal 
of their -fex, .of fubftituting grimace and af- 
fectation to thofe natural graces which are 
hardly to be met with now-a-days, at leaft 
among {t what is called the Zequ-monde of this me- 
tropolis.—But as a picture cannot pleafe with- 
out variety, let us leave the great for awhile 
and mix with the croud. 


SUNDAYS AND HOLYDAYS. 


Thefe folemn days are only known to the po- 
pulace. The drinking places, fuch as the 
Courtille, Porcherons, and Nouvelle France, are 
full of vifitors, who come there to allay their 
thirft at acheaper rate than they can do it in Pa- 
ris, where the wine pays fuch heavy duties that 
it is almoft double the price to what it is with- 
out the gates, 

There ftill remains amongft the lower clafs 
of people fome faint relifh for religious worfhip; 
they go to mafs, but as for evening prayers 
they are entirely out of fafhion; perhaps becaufe 
the frequenters of churches mutt either hear a 
tedious fermon and ftand all the while, or pay 
for the hire of a chair a certain price, which is 
always in proportion to the real or fuppofed 
merit of the preacher. Thus the temples are 

M deferted, 








82 PARIS IN MINIATURE. 


deferted, except on thofe grand feftivals where 
the pomp of gaudy pageants and ceremonies 
excite curiofity by the difplay of an empty 
fhow, the idol of every Frenchman. 

Hence are thofe days, facred to religion, 
turned to the vileft purpofes,; and it may be 
here obferved, that in all the Roman Catholic 
countries the Sunday is almoft every where a 
day of confufion and irrational mirth. Four- 
teen holydays have been lately erafed from the 
long catalogue of thofe which were celebrated 
annually. So much deduced from drunkennefs 
and the vileft debauchery. | 

An honeft, cobler feeing on a Thurfday a fol- 
dier fo drunk that, having fallen near a poft in 
the ftreet, he could not find ftrength enough to 
get up again; poor Crifpin, after viewing him 
for fome time, ** Alas! faid he, next Sunday I 
fhall be in the fame condition ; but to get drunk 
in the middle of the week, not being a holyday, 
is an unpardonable crime ;” and fo faying went 
on his way, without offering the leaft affiftance 
to the foldier. 

People of fafhion are feldom feen in public 
on thofe days. They never make their appear- 
ance in any of the walking places, much lefs at 
the play-houfes.; ir is the day of the Canaille, — 
and they enjoy it undifturbed. The moft worn 
Out entertainments are given at the theatres, and 

the 
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the better fort of actors would fcorn to play to 
the motely audience; they leave that drudgery 
to thofe, who from their occupation of taking 
up the part of a comedian who is indifpofed, 
are called Doxblures, and thefe are good enough 
for that clafs of people, for whom the oldeft 
play has all the merit of a new one. 


CARNIVAL. 


Befides the Sundays and other holydays, 
Martinmas, Twelfth-Day, and Shrove-Tuef- 
day, are kept with unufual folemnity, if this 
name can be given to all thofe exceffes which 
foring from gluttony and drunkennefs. On the 
eve of thofe great days, a poor labouring man 
in Paris will fell his fhirt to purchafe a goofe 
or aturkey. The latter is generally called the 
Cobler’s Lark, from the great deftruction made 
by the inferior clafs of people amongft that 
{pecie of poultry, which, from the great de- 
mands on thofe particular days, are moft ex- 
travagantly dear: but no matter for that, the 
Parifians are bigotted to their old cuftoms, and 
moft tenacious of them when eating and drink- 
ing is the theme. 

The carnival lafts near fix weeks. There 
are not, as formerly, fuch a number of mafks 
parading about the itreets, either becaufe the 

M 2 people 
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people have no further relith for a kind of 
amufement that requires the greateft freedom, 
of which we only know the name, or rather 
perhaps on account of their exceffive poverty, 
which compels them to economife even to ftin- 
ginefs, in order to provide the bare neceffaries 
for themfelves and families. On the three laft 
days, however, the Police, ever attentive to 
keep up the appearance of public eafe and feli- 
city, when both are at their loweft ebb, is at the 
expence of a numerous and brilliant mafque- 
trade. The fpies, and other low-life wretches, 
yefort to a warehoufe, where there is a fufficient 
number of dominos and fancy-dreffes, to fur- 
nifh three or four thoufand fools. They then 
difperfe about the town to deceive the world, 
under the falfe appearance of a mirth, which 
does not exift in reality, at leaft for two‘thirds 
and an half of the inhabitants. 

The greater the national mifery, the more 
careful is the Police’s endeavour to conceal it 
by this political impofition. But the eye of the 
man of feeling is opened, he fees under the gay 
attire, the rags that hardly cover the nakednefs 
of thofe deluded wretches, who laugh and feem 
merry only becaufe they have been commanded 
to do it, SR | 

As this is the country of contradiétions and 
inconfiftency, the clergy prays forgivenefs for 

the 
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the fins committed on that day, and looks up- 
on a diverfion which is authorifed, nay fupport- 
it by government, as a imoft criminal profana- 
tion. Thus every one to his trade; the Po- 
lice tries to impofe on the vulgar, and the 
prieft receives the money paid by the good 
Chriftians to pray for the bad ones, 

The moft licentious of our dramatic pieces 
are reprefented during the carnival, but, when 
once got up, they are continued the whole 
lent, that time fet apart for fafting and humi- 
hation; fo that our theatres are never lefs decent 
than when they ought to be more fo. 

This annual phrenfy, that turns the heads of 
half the Parifians, does not outlive the firft day 
of lent. A pinch of wood-afhes, with which 
the prieft rubs their forehead on the Wedne& 
day morning, operates like an enchantment : 
they are inftantly recalled from diffipation to 
regularity, from folly to reafon; fo that we 
might apply to them this line of Virgil, with- 
out any material deviation from the fenfe : 


PULVERIS EXIGIT JACTU, COMPRESSA QUIESCUNT, 


4 hitile duft will make ihem all quiet. 


BE G- 
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BESS AR 


Who would imagine, feeing the populace of 
Paris ever merry, and the rich glittering in all 
the gaudy pomp of luxury, that the ftreets of 
the metropolis are infefted with fwarms of beg- 
gars, were not the eye at every turning of a 
ftreet fhocked with a diftreffing fpectacle,. 
truly difgufting to the fight of every ftranger, 
who is not loft to the feelings of humanity. 

Nothing has yet been done to remove this 
evil, and the methods hitherto praétifed have 
proved to be remedies worfe than the difeafe it- 
felf. 

It appears, that amongft the ancients. there 
was a clafs of people that might be called 
poor, but none. reduced to abfolute indigence, 
The very flaves were cloathed, fed, had their 
friends; nor do we read in any authors, that 
the towns and ftreets were full of chofe wretched 
difgufting objects, which either force one to pity, 
or often chills the moft charitable; wretches, 
covered with vermin, did not then go about the 
ftreets uttering groans that reach the very 
heart, and covered with wounds that frighten 
the eye of every paflenger. 

This abufe fprings from the nature of the 
legiflation itfelf, more attentive to preferve large 

than 
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i 
than {mall fortunes. Let our new fchemers fay 
what they will, great proprietaries are a nuifance 
in the ftate, they cover the land with forefts, 
people thefe with fawns and deers, lay out moft 
of the remainder in pleafure gardens, and thus 
the oppreffion of the great is daily crufhing 
the moft unfortunate part of the fubjedts. 

In the year 1769, not only the beggars, but 
even the poor fort of people, were treated with 
much favage barbarity, by fecret orders from 
government, Inthe very dead of the night, old 
men, women, and children, were fuddenly feized 
upon, deprived of their liberty, and thrown 
into loathfome gaols, without affigning ariy 
caufe for fo crue! a treatment. 

The pretence was, that indigence is the pa- 
rent of crimes, that feditions generally begin 
among that clafs of people, who having nothisg 
to lofe, have nought to fear; as the minifters 
wanted then to eftablifh the corn-trade, they 
dreaded the effects of that world of indigent 
wretches, drove to defpair by the advanced 
price of bread, which was then to take place ; 
their tafk-mafters faid: “they mutt be fmotherec,” 
and they were fo. As this was the moft effec- 
tual means of filencing them, government never 
took the trouble of having recourfe to any 
other method, 


When 
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When we caft an eye abroad, it is then we 
are convinced of the forlorn condition in which 
our lower fort of people linger away their mi- 
ferable life. The Spaniard can provide at an 
eafy rate his food and raiment. Wrapped up in 
his cloak, the earth is his bed, he fleeps found, 
and wakes without anxiety for his next meal. 
The Italians work little, and are in no want of 
the neceffaries, and even luxuries of life. The 
Englifh, well fed, ftrong and hale, happy and 
free, reaps and enjoys undifturbed the fruits 
of their induftry. The Swede is content with 
his glafs of brandy. The Ruffian, whom no) 
forefight difturbs, finds abundance in the bofom 
of flavery; but the Parifians, poor and help- 
lefs, finking under the burthen of unremitted 
toils and fatigue, ever at the mercy of the 
great, who crufh them, like vile infects, when- 
ever they attempt to raife their voice, earn, at 
the fweat of their brow, a fcanty fubfiftence, 
which only ferves to lengthen their lives, with- 
out leaving them but indigence for profpect in 
their old age, or, what 1s worfe, part of a bed 
in the hofpital. 


HOTEL-DTEWG. 


I fhall go to the hofpital, exclaims the poor 
Parifian, my father died there, and fo muft I! and 
then 
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then the wretch feems half comforted. What 
an inftance of felf-denial, or rather ftupid in- 
fenfibility! O defpotifm, this is thy work! 
Thy flaves foon forget the dignity of man! 

How barbarous the charity of our hofpitals ! 
A man meets there with a death a thoufand times 
more dreadful than that which awaits the indi- 
gent under his humble roof, when abandoned 
to himfelf and nature alone—and we dare call 
that the Houfe of God?—where the contempt 
fhewed to humanity, adds to the fuffering of 
thofe who go there for relief ! 

The phyfician and furgeon are paid, granted ; 
the drugs coft nothing to the patient, true 
again; bat he will be put to bed between a 
dying man and a dead corpfe; he will breathe 
an air corrupted by peftiferous exhalations; he 
will be fubject to chirurgical defpotifm: neither 
his cries, his complaints, nor his expoftula- 
tions will be attended to; he will have no 
body by to footh and comfort him; pity itfelf 
will be blind and barbarous, having loft that 
fympathifing compaflion, and thofe tears of 
fenfibility which conftitute its very being. In this 
abode of human mifery, every afpect is cruel 
and difgufting—and this is called the Houfe of 
God ! 

Who would not fly from the bloody detefted 
fpot ? Who will venture within a houfe, where 

N the 
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the bed of mercy is far more dreadful than the 
naked board, on which lies the pooreft wretch ? 
This hofpital, mifcalled Hotel- Dieu, was found- 
ed by St. Landry and Comte Archambaud, in the 
year 660, for the reception of fick perfons of 
either fex. Jews, Turks, and Infidels have an 
equal right to admiffion. There are 1200 beds, 
and conftantly between 5 and 6000 patients. 


What a difproportion ! yet the revenues of that 


hofpital are immenfe. Were it not known to 
a certainty, by feveral people who have fecretly 
enquired into it; the attention of government 
to be cautioufly filent on this matter, would 
amount to a proof, nay toevidence, of their be- 
ing very confiderable. 

It was expected that the laft fire, which hap- 
pened in that hofpital, would have been im- 
proved to the advantage of the patients, by 
building on a more healthy fpot, a new and 
more extenfive edifice; but, no=-every thing re- 


mains on the fame footing ; yet it is but too 


well proved, that the Huskie has every re- 
quifite to create and encreafe a multitude of dif- 
orders, on account of the dampnefs and con- 
finement of the atmofphere. Wounds foon turn 
to a mortification ; whilft the itch and {curvy 
make the greateft havock amonegft thofe who, 
from the nature of their diforders, are forced 
to remain there fome time. 


Thus 
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Thus the moft fimple diftempers foon grow 
into complicated difeafes, by the contagion of 
that ambient air, and from the fame caufe, wounds 
on the head and legs are mortal in this hof- 
pital. 

Both the experience and obfervation of the na- 
turalift concur to prove, that an hofpital, which 
contains above one hundred beds, is of itfelf a 
plague; it may be added, that as often as two 
patients are laid up in the fame room, they 
will evidently hurt each other, and that confe- 
quently fuch practice is injurious to the laws of 
humanity. It is almoft incredible, yet not lefs 
true, that one-fifth of the patients are annually 
carried off. This is known and heard of with the 
moft indifferent compofure ! 


eh ET SO a, OR pp 


This is the gulph that fwallows up the re- 
mains of thofe haplefs men who have paid 
the laft debt to nature in the Hote/-Dieu. It is 
an extenfive burying-ground, or rather a vo- 
racious monfter, whofe maw is ever craving 
for new food, though moft plentifully fupplied ! 
The bodies are there interred without a coffin, 
and only fewed up in the coarfeft linen cloth. 
At the leaft appearance of death the body is 
hurried away, and there are many inftances of 

N 2 people 




















| " 
92 PARIS IN MINIATURE, 


people having recovered under the hafty hand 
that wrapped them up; whilft others have been 
heard to cry out mercy, when already piled up 
in the cart that carried them to an untimely 
grave. 

This cart is drawn by twelve men. A prieft, 
covered with filth and mud, a hand-bell and 
crofs, are all the funeral pomp referved for thofe 
unfortunate victims—But at that hour all is 
one | | | 

Every morning at four o’clock the difmal cart 
fets off from the Hotel-Dieu, and as it rolls on, 
{trikes with terror the neighbourhood, who are 
ewaked by the awful found of that bell. A 

man muft be loft to all feelings who hears it un- 
moved. In certain feafons, when mortality is 
mott rife, this cart has been feen to oo back- 
wards and forwards four times in four and twen- 
ty hours. It contains about fifty corpfes, be- 
fides children, who are crammed between their 
legs. ‘The bodies are caftin a deep and pro- 
found pit, and are next covered with unflacken- 
ed lime; this crufible, which is never fhut up, 
feems to tell to the affrighted looker on, that it 
would eafily devour all the inhabitants that Pa- 
mis contains. Such is the obedience paid to the 
laws, that the arret of parliament, prohibiting 
all buryings within the walls of this city, has 
never been carried into execution. — 


The 
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The populace never fail, on the day of All 
Souls, to vifit that burying-ground, where they 
forefee that their bodies will be carried one day ; 
they kneel and pray, and then adjourn to a 
public houfe. 

To this fpot, where the earth is fattened with 
the fpoils of mankind, young furgeons refort by 
night, and climbing up the wall, carry off the 
dead corpfe, to make upon them their bloody 
trials. Thus the poor finds no afylum, even 
in death. And fuch is the tyranny over that 
unfortunate part of mankind, that'it does not 
ceafe till his very remains are hacked and hued 
fo as not to retain the leaft refemblance of 
man. 


FOUNDLING HOSPITAL. 


This is another inftance of the abufe that 
may be made of the beft inftitution, The el- 
tablifhment in itfelf is perhaps unparalleled in 
the annals of any country: yet it is faulty in 
many ref{pects. 

At all times, and every hour of the day, or 
night, new-born children are received without 
formality or afking queftions. ‘Thus many fecret 
crimes have been prevented, and infanticide 1s as 
uncommon as it was frequent before this wile 
eftablifhment took place, 

A girl, 
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A girl, who has been feduced or betrayed 
into weaknefs, may hide her fhame from the 
preying eye of {candal ; it may be faid, that a 
wider field has thus been opened to a greater 
freedom between the two fexes.—It may be fo ; 
but befides thofe inconveniencies, which are in- 

: feparable from fociety, and cannot be annihi- 
lated, number of accidents, misfortunes, ob- 
loquy, and unnatural crimes have been actually 
prevented. " 

The number of foundlings amount annually 
to feven thoufand, including thofe that are 
brought from diftant parts. When any of thofe 
natural accidents happens in country towns, or 
any other part of the kingdom, the mother, who - 
perhaps never blufhed at becoming a parent, 
ftands in awe of the world, and thinks it a dif- 
grace to own a child which, in other circum- 
ftances, would have been the delight of her 
heart. 

From the inftant of its birth, the ill-fated 
babe, condemned by the irrevocable laws of 
prejudice, is carried from league to league by 
mercenaries, who hire themfelves for that pur- 
pofe, and undergo all the hardfhips which 
feem to be the earneft of their future misfor- 
tunes. 

The man, who makes it his bufinefs to con- 
vey thefe infants, puts them into a box, ftuf- 

fed 
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fed infide, which is roomy enough for three. 
They are placed in a flanding pofture, wrapped 
up in their fwaddling cloaths, The air is ad- 
mitted through a hole, made on the lid of the 
box. The carrier never ftops but to take his 
meals, and give a little milk to the babes. At 
the opening of the box, he often finds one of 
them dead ; he continues his journey with the 
two others, and, after having carried them to 
the hofpttal, goes back to refume an employ- 
ment which conftitutes his livelihood. 

Moft of the foundlings that come from 
Lorraine through Vitry, die in this place. In 
Metz, nine hundred have perifhed in one year. 
This is an evil that wants a fpeedy remedy ; it 
would be expedient, either to erafe from the book 
of infamy, that courageous, though mifled wo- 
man, who would have fortitude enough to ac- 
knowledge her child, and give it the breaft, 
atoning thus for her fault, by difcharging the 
refpectable functions of a mother; or elfe find 
out fome means of faving thofe infants from be- 
ing carried fuch length of way, which generally 
{weeps off one-third of them, whilft another third 
die before they are five years of age. 

In Pruffia, girls, under the above predicament, 
fuckle their children, and that publicly: nor 
would any one dare to revile them whilft they 
perform that moft avguft of all natural fanc- 

tions, 
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tions. The public is now accuftomed to fee in . 
them, tender mothers who difcharge their duty. 
This is the work of the great FrepERIc, equal- 
Jy wife and jut, 


CHARITABLE DONATIONS. 


The alms diftributed in Paris are liberal and 
numerous: and may the Almighty Author of all 
good be praifed for it! The charitable hands 
which deal plenty about, contribute more to 
good order and public tranquillity, than all the 
fevere and oppreflive laws of the Police. Were it 


noi for thofe benefactors of mankind, rage and 


defpair would break through all political re- 
ftraint. If the mafs of private calamities has de- 
creafed, we owe the bleffing to thofe heaven-born 
mortals, who fecretly pour the balm in their 
neighbours wounds. Vice, folly and pride 
delight in being feen; tender commiferation, 
generofity and virtue carefully avoid the preying 
eye of the public, for the godlike pleafure of 
ferving humanity in private, without fhew or 
oftentation, content to have heaven alone for 
witnefs of their deeds. 

Were it not for that aétive charity which feeks 
after. the wretched, vifits him on his bed of 
thorns; who comforts and infpires him with for- 
titude, by convincing him, that he is not entire-_ 
ly forgotten in his misfortunes, our attic {tories 

| would 
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would be filled with dead bodies, the victims 
of poverty and famine, and crimes be daily 
multiplied. The peace and quietnefs we enjoy, 
is, in agreat meafure, owing to thofe fenfible 
well-difpofed mortals, who, -whilft the laws are 
bufy in the purfuit and punifhment of malefac- 
tors, ftay the hand of crime, and are equally fer- 
viceable to the State, to their King, and to Hu- 
manity, by comforting the fons of forrow, and 
foothing the complaints and grievances of theit 
fellow-citizens. 

Y cannot help recording hete an anecdote 
which fhews, that ceconomy, even carried fo fat 
as apparently to betray a parfimonious and mi- 
ferly difpofition, is no ways incompatible with 
real charity. 

After a dreadful fie, which had reduced to 
the moft wretched indigence feveral families in 
the Fauxbourg, or Borough of St. Germain, a col- 
jection was made throughout the parifh in fas 
vour of the fufferers. The perfons who had been 
appointed to receive the alms, entered the houfe 
of a private gentleman, fuppofed to be one of the 
moft wealthy inhabitants of the Fauxbourg. He 
received his vifitors in a room where no fire had 
yet been lighted, tho’ this was about noon, and 
in the month of December. The gentleman 
was bufy in reading a lecture to his fervant for 


having employed a whole match in fetting fire to 
Q the 
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the faggot that was then but juft kindling; when 
there were feveral pieces put. by for the purpofe, 
The colleétors looked upon this.ctrcumftance at 
very ominous for the fuccefs of their errand ; 
when the gentleman, opening a bureau, took out 
a well-lined purfe, fuch as is feldom given by the 
rich to affift the neceffitous: they could neither 
eonceal, nor even recover for fome time from 
their furprize: when the donor perceiving, it, 
‘¢ Gentlemen, faid he, learn this, leffon from 
me; it is by fuch favings, which to you and 
others. may appear trifling, that I am enabled 
to add every day to that fhare of my fortune 
which the poor, in our mafter’s name, have a 
right to claim at my hands. It is: not by de- 
priving ourfelves of our neceffaries that we are 
to. affift the fuffering part of mankind, but. that 
which we fpend in ufelefs fuperfluities is. their 
patrimony, which we are bound by nature and 
religion to preferve untouched.” 


EAR GE FOR Te NS a. 


We fhall ceafe to wonder at the multitude of 
beggars of. all kinds who crowd the ftreets of 
Paris, and of thofe more unfortunate perhaps 
who linger out their wretched lives in their: fo- 
litary garrets, furrounded with: all the horrors 
of indigence, when we confider the unequal dif- 

| tribution 
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tribution of fortunes in this capital, and indeed 
all over France. 

There are in Paris private fortunes from 
three to nine hundred thoufand livres per an- 
num, and afew ftill more confiderable; thofe 
of one hundred and fifty thoufand are very com- 
mon. 

Gold is to itfelf a loadftone, it flies, as it 
were, where heaps are already thrown Up tO 
gether: the more there is of that precious me- 
tal in one place, the more it feems to multiply. 
The firft crown, fays Sean Faques Rouffeau, is 
harder to get than the laft million. No where 
is this obfervation fo fully verified as it is in 
this capital.—-But to what ufe does the rich turn 
all this gold? not to anfwer any noble or ufeful 
purpofe. Time lies heavy upon his hands, 
and in his deifure, or rather profound idlenefs, 
the moft minute trifle becomes for him a fe- 
rious occupation ; he racks his brain to lay out 
the plan of an entertainment, and creates to 
hinvelf a thoufand imaginary wants, which en- 
grofs all his time to enjoy, and exhauft his 
fortune to procure, 

He prefers keeping hounds and horfes to the 
more liberal occupation of feeking out the poor 
to feed and relieve him. Sums that would 
ferve to improve all the arts, by f{upporting the 
artitts, are confumed in childith luxury. If he 

Q2 gives 
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‘gives way to fome extravagant caprice, its ob- 
jeét is always mean, trifling, and infignificant. 
The whole world may fpeak of his wealth, not 
one perhaps can vouch to one fingle aét of his 
munificence. In vain do I look abroad; Ido 
not fee the leaft monument erected by the hands 
of the rich citizen. All his treafures are, as it 
were, for home confumption; none partakes of 
them but his dependants and valets, becaufe thefe 
affift him in fupporting what he mifcalls his 
dignity. i 
Amongft thefe favourite fons of fortune, he 
who is proclaimed to the world as a humane, 
generous, and ferviceable friend, is for three 
hours in the day employed in forming pecu- 
niary {chemes that may increafe his wealth, by 
ruining an hundred families, and doubling the 
calamities of his country, ‘The words equity, 
benevolence, humanity, are for ever in his 
mouth, but the contrary vices have cankered 
his heart; and the next day he will prefent, and 
have credit enough to make it pafs, a plan 
founded on monopolifing principles, and cal- 
culated to bring thoufands of his fellow-fubjects 
to poverty and wretchednefs. Thus fatal gold 
will even deprive the induftrious poor of his 

daily hire. 
4A whole province is of a fudden deprived of 
all the productions Of its fertile foil; want fuc- 
“sagged 
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ceeds to affuence, and this cruel deed is ho- 
noured with the title of fpeculation, which is 
in reality the ne plus ultra of avarice, carried to 
the moft dangerous excefs. The wretch, who is 
guilty of fo unnatural a monopoly, is a great 
man ; he talks finely of the arts, and withes 
them well. It is true, that he does fome good 
to thofe who approach him neareft, but he de- 
{troys the peace, overturns the fortunes, and de- 
vours the very fubftance of thoufands who at a 
few hundred miles diftance from him feel the 
grievous effects of his rapacity. He feems a per- 
feét ftrangerin his own country, and exifts only 
for his fultanas, and his fervile flatterers. 

Others there are who hoard up their trea- 
fures, and whofe heart is fteeled by degrees, un- . 
til it acquires the compact folidity of the flint. 
In vain does mifery, in the moft moving ac-~ 
cents, endeavour to melt them into compaf- 
fion.—In vain are they told of the private and 
public calamities—they are as infenfible to pro- 
bity and innocence in diftrefs, as indifferent to 
the misfortunes of their country. 

Does that unfeeling wretch deferve the names 
of man, who prefers a vile piece of metal to 
the life of his fellow-creature, perifhing for 
want of the fmalleft parcel of his accumulated 
gold ? who calls his fuffering brother by the 
moft approbious names, to apoligize for his un- 

charitablenefs : 
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charitablenefs: cloak his avarice under. falfe 
pretences, whilft confcience ftares him in the 
face, and proclaims him to himfeif a montter! 

But why fhould we wonder at the prevailing 
avarice of the rich, at their love for money, 
when we fee that gold is the only. key that 
opens the gate to preferment in the clerical, 
civil, and military employments. Thus the 
diftance between the wealthy and the reft of the 
fubjects is daily widened, and poverty becomes 
more unfupportable, by confidering the aftonith- 
ing progrefs of luxury, whofe faftidious pomp 
1s an infult offered to indigence—Hence envy - 
and hatred acquire new ftrength, and the ftate 
is miferably divided into two parties of covet- 
ous men without feelings, and malcontents 
who loudly murmur at fo. prodigious an in- 
equality. The firlt legiflator who will. find 
means of dividing and fubdividing thofe im- 
menfe fortunes, and reduce them to the ftan- 
dard of proportion, will greatly benefit the ftate, 
and increafe its population; for, as AMdoate/quien 
judicioufly obferves: “ wherever two perfons, 
of different fex, can live commodioufly, a mar- 
riage foon takes place between them.” 

Wealth accumulated, as it now is, in the 
hands of a few, begets that luxury which is no 
lefs dangerous to the man who riots in it, than 
to the humbler one whasenvies the fate of the 

former.— 
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a 


former.—Were it, on the contrary, diftributed 
with more equality, and in a more rational pro- 
portion, luxury would give way to that golden 
mediocrity, which is the parent of induftry, and 
the fource of all domettic virtues. Every ftate, 
where the fortunes of the citizens are nearly 
upon a par, 1s peaceable, fortunate, and pre- 
fent a pleafing harmonious enfemble. Such is 
Swiflerland.—In all other countries there are 
continual feud and animofities, and the feed of 
difcord takes the deepeft root. The one fells 
himfelf to the rich who can bid the higheft 
price, and both are equally abject. 

Nothing can pleafe me more, than to hear 
that the heir of a millionarif has run, in a few 
years, through an immenfe fortune, which he 
had inherited from his avaricious parent. Had 
his fon continued in his father’s difpofition to 
the third generation, the reprefentative would 
then be poffeffed of ten times the fortune of 
his great-grand-father, and twenty men of that 
kind would fwallow up the whole wealth of 
the country. All thofe political: evils, which. 
difturb the internal peace of kingdoms, {pring 
from the inequality complained of. On the 
one hand it ferves to fecure impunity to the 
rich, and occafion the criminal attempts of 
defponding indigence. It bevets inteftine broils, 
which bear a great refemblance to a civil war, 

by 
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by infpiring the one with a hatred, the more 
dangerous that it 1s concealed, and the other 
with an intolerable pride, which degenerates into 
oppreffive cruelty. Wherever fuch a difpro- 
portion is encouraged, the code of penal laws 
muft needs be enlarged, and the prifons in- 
ereafe in proportion to the number of palaces 
erected by the hands of infulting greatnefs. On 
the contrary, a {tate where attention is paid to 
a proportionable divifion of inherited property, 
to convey, as it were, proper nourifhment to 
all the branches, will have fewer occafions to 
brandifh the {word of juftice. That law, amongft 
the Romans, by which no one was permitted to 
be poffeffed of more than five hundred acres of 
land, was equally wife and prudent. Were 
our legiflation to fet up an inquiry by law, and 
profecute even to death the conduct of a very 
wealthy proprietor, and examine by what means 
he has hoarded up his immenfe fortune, order- 
ing at the fame time, that whatever would be 
proved in court to have exceeded the fum of 
lawful gain, fhould be equally divided amongft: 
the poor, it would ferve both the nation and 
humanity too, long and grievoufly opprefled 
by the great and rich. 


MONT 
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MONT-DE-PIETE. 


The eftablifhment of the Mont-de-Piété, or 
Pawn-Warehoufe, was long wifhed for in vain, 
but is at laft perfeéted, notwithftanding the Oppo- 
fition it met with from feveral interefted beings, 
who live by the diftrefs of their fellow creatures. 
At this place the poor may be fupplied with 
money upon any pawn whatever that they can 
Jeave for fecurity, at a very trifling intereft; 
for it is not here in the hands of private indivi- 
duals, as'I am told is the cafe in London, where 
a pawn-broker charges no lefs than thirty per 
cent. for the loan; I hear they are authorifed to 
do fo by law—So much the worfe. In Paris the 
Mont-de-Piéié is under the immediate infpection 
of government, and has hitherto proved of the 
greateft fervice, by giving the mortal wound to 
ufury and its infamous votaries, 

The greateft proof that can be given of the 
ufefulnefs of this inftitution, and how needful it 
was in Paris, 1s the great concourfe of people 
who daily refort there to raife temporary fums, 
It is faid, but I will not vouch to the truth of 
the affertion, that in the fpace of a few months 
there were 4o tuns filled with gold watches; 
this I rather take to be an exaggeration, meant 
only to give an idea of the very great number 

be that 
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that were then in the warehoufe, Certain it 1s 
that I have feen at one time fourfcore people 
affembled, who, waiting, for their turn, came 
there for the purpofe of raifing loans, not ex+ 
ceeding fix livres a head. The one carries his 
fhirts, another a piece of furniture, this an old 
picture, that his fhoe-buckles, or a threadbare 
coat. hefe vifits, which are renewed every 
day, are the moft forcible proofs of the extreme 
want and poyerty to which the oreateft number 
of the inhabitants is reduced. 

Opulence itfelf is often obliged to have re- 
courfe to the public Pawn-warehoufe, and the 
contraft between extreme mifery and indigent 
richnefs is no where better examplified. In one 
corner a lady, wrapped up in her cloak, her 
face half covered, and juft ftepped out of her 
coach, depofits her diamonds to a large amount, 
fo venture it in the evening at a card table ; 
whilt in the other, a poor woman, who has 
trudged it on foot through the muddy {ftreets, 
pawns her lower garment to purchafe a bit of 
bread. 

The beft regulation prevails in this place; 4 
{worn appraifer ftands there to eftimate, upon 
oath, the real value of the pledge offered, :Yet 
as the beft inftitution is liable to much abufe, 
it is faid that the poorer fort of people are not 
always treated with that humanity, which they 

are 
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are’ more juftly entitled to than their betters; 
this evil, with a little attention from the ma- 
siftrate who prefides over this undertaking, may 
be eafily remedied, I make no doubr but the 
Mont-de-Piété will prove as advantageous an 
eftablifhment as it is ufeful and commendable. 


BOROUGH OF ST. MARCEL. 


Here live the moft conftant. and ragged 
cuftomers. of the Mont-de-Piété; it is the 
abode of the moft miferable, plodding, and 
ungovernable part of the. Parifian Gazal. 
There is more money to be found.in one fingle 
houfe of the borough of St. Hoxoré, than in all 
the Faubourg St. Marcel taken collectively. 

Iteis in thofe dreary habitations, diftant from 
the central part,of the capital, that the ex- 
haufted fpendthrift, the man-hater, and the 
doating alchymift feek for concealment and ob- 
fcurity. Some ftudious men alfo.prefer that 
refidence, and others who chufe to live retired 
from.the world and the tumult ufual in the 
neighbourhood of play-houfes. There they are 
fure not to be difturbed by troublefome vifitors. 
Curiofity alone ‘can induce a man to refort to a 
place whofe inhabitants feem to bea race of 
men in every refpeét different from the reft of 


the Parifians. | 
2 rlere 
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Here {editions and mutiny have their origin; 
and the embers of diffention are foon quickened 
into a flame in this abode of obfcure wretched- 
nefs. The inhabitants have no other clock 
they can confult, but the rifing and fetting of 
the fun; they are, in comparifon of their more 
refined neighbours, three centuries back in 
point of the prevailing arts and manners. Every 
private contention becomesa public difpute, and 
the difcontented wife pleads her caufe in the mid- 
dle of the ftreet, fumimons the culprit before the 
tribunal of the populace, and in their prefence 
makes a public confeffion of her man’s turpitude. 
The moft material points in litigation are here 
determined by fifty cuffs, and when one of the 
parties has had his face handfomely fcratched, 
they meet at night and make it up over a bottle 
of four wine. 

One fingle room generally contains a family ; 
the whole of the furniture not worth twenty 
crowns; every quarter day they fhift from hole 
to hole, as they are turned out for non-pay- 
ment of rent. Not one pair of fhoes, except 
wooden ones, is to be found in thefe lodging- 
houfes. : 

Yet every Sunday they march out in crouds 
to Vaugirard, and fill up its numberlefs public 
houfes, to drink themfelves out of all feelings. 
After which they enter into a place called Salle 

des 
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des Gueux (Begear’s Hall), and at the fcraping 
of a blind fidler dance away the remainder of 
their forrow, which on the next day returns 
vpon them with tenfold force, But no matter, 
they have drank’in one day for the whole week, 
and patiently wait for the Sunday following. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AND EXCISE 
OFFICERS. 


As I love gradation, a/cendendo, after having 
fpoken of the loweft I fhall fay a few words 
about the higher fort of Parifian Canaille, I 
mean the Cuftom-Houfe and Excife Officers. 
Their number is countlefs, nor do they rate 
very high the price of their infamy. Their 
wages are from 800 to 1500 livres per annus. 
thofe of the latter clafs wear velvet, and point 
ruffles; and the price of the lace that bedaubs 
their coat, is a manifeft robbery committed 
upon their ftomachs, making their appetite fub- 
fervient to their love for fhew; hence the old 
French proverb, habit doré ventre de fon—Lace 
your coat and feed upon bran. 

They tranfaét all their bufinefs pen in hand ; 
the meaneft of this mean tribe muft underftand 
writing and accounts, as the entrance of a bot- 
tle of wine, acapon, a drove of oxen, &c. is to 
be fet down moft carefully in the regifter kept 
for that purpofe. Thefe ufelefs beings have 

learnt 
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Jearnt nothing, know nothing, and have not an 
idea beyond the four rules of arithmetic; the 
following fact will ferve to prove the former 
part of my affertion. 

A gentleman, during his flay at Baffora, had 
purchafed a very curious mummy.—As the box 
that contained it was rather too cumberfome for 
his travelling poft-chaife, being arrived at 
Auxerre, he fent it by the ftage-coach. The 
jatter was fearched, according to cuftom, at the 
gates of Pariss the wife officers broke open the 
box, and feeing a body blackened all over, 
gravely pronounced it to be the remains of a 
man Jaked in an oven; the antique bandages 
came’ in fupport of their opinion, as they mif- 
took them for a fhirt half-burnt; and after a 
proper inqueft, the fuppofed murdered was fent 
to the Morne, or bone-houfe, to be owned. 

Some hours after, the owner made his appear- 


ance to claim his property, which he fuppofed 


was detained at the office. On his firft requifi- 
tion, the wife men of Gotham looked at him with 
a mixture of amazement and horror; feeing him 
fall into a downright paffion, one of the officers, 
more fenfible than the reft, approached and 
foftly whifpered in the traveller’s éar, that he 
had better hold his tongue, and fave his neck 
from the halter, by a timely flight. 


Unable 
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Uunable to guefs at the meaning of fo un- 
expected an addrefs, the gentkeman retired half 
mad with anger and difappointment, and di- 
rectly applied to the Lieutenant de Police. Af- 
ter having danced attendance for three days, he 
at laft obtained, from the grave magiftrate, a 
permit, in form, to take away from the bone- 
houfe the Egyptian prince, or princefs; who, 
after having flept found for two thoufand years 
within the pyramid,. was on the eve of receiving 
Chriftian burial. 

Nothing fo truly ridiculous as the fortunate 
few amongft thefe officers, who can boaft of 
three thoufand livres falary; they give them- 
felves confequential airs, and look down with 
the moft fupercilious contempt on the reft of 
their tribe. It is curious enough to fee them 
with a grace, peculiar to themfelves, turn up 
their ruffles, cut a pen, or mend a quill, and 
try it with as much precaution, as if the wel- 
fare of the ftate depended on their book of 
entrance. The pendulum of the clock deter~ 
mines all their motions: they know to a mi- 

ute when they are to leave or return to their 
fifth ftory—and {fo do their wives. 


PHY- 
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POPPY ’Sf Col'A Ne 


I acknowledge myfelf guilty of a very great 
injuftice, when, enumerating the plagues that 
infeft the poor Parifians, I forgot to mention the 
fons of Efculapius ; but I crave their pardon, 
and beg they will accept for apology the old 
adage, it is better late than never. 

Inftead of that gravity, which their profeffion 
feems to require, our doctors have all the ton, 
the airs and ridicules of that doubtful gender of 
beings, called perii-nrasires—They are in fact 
the pretiie? phyficians in all Eurépe. You will 
not find in them thofe ferious mortals, who, de- 
termined to ufe all their fkill to cure, or at leaft 
to allay your diforder, fhew their difpleafure 
at vour not following their prefcriptions. Our 
doétors know better manners, they talk of every 
thing but their art, and the patient’s difeafe. 
With fmile ineffable, a modern Efculapius wz- 
gloves a ily white-hand, and after. brandifhing 
before your eyes a moft fuperb. brilliant, me- 
thodically turns up his point ruffle, feels your 
pulfe, with the beft grace, proclaims you found 
and healthy, never feeming to fufpect the leaft 
danger, be the diforder what it may. Seated 
by the bed-fide of a dying man, he affumes the 
chearful looks of hope: fpeaks a few words of 

comfort, 





PARIS IN.MINIATURE 113. 


comfort, retires, and continues his gefting hu- 
mour as he goes down the ftaircafe—an hour 
after, the patient expires ! 

When a phyfician has difpatched half a fcore 
of plebeians, through ignorance or inattention, 
he is perfectly reconciled to the accident, and 
thinks no more about it. . But if he has the 
misfortune of fending out of the world a man 
of rank and confequence, the poor wretch is in- 
confolable, and for a whole fortnight his deject- 
ed looks feem to implore the compaffion of 
every one he meets. 

A certain number of phyficians have divided 
the different walks of Paris, and the fick of the 
capital, amongft themfelves.. When any of 
them has been guilty of fome great miftake in 
the manner of treating his patient, the moft 
profound fecret is kept by his brethren, who 
perhaps the next, if not the fame day, will 
ftand in need. of the like indulgence. Nay, 
fuch is their fraternal unicn, that they will let 
a man. die rather than contradict the method 
purfued by their good brother—And the pa- 
tient expires, furrounded by ten phyficians. 
They fee very. well what fhould be done, if not 
to avert entirely, at leaft to flay for a while 
the deftructive hand of death; but the E/prit 
de corps, the killing deference .they have-for each 
other will not permit them to. interfere, and 


Q_ they 














114 PARIS IN MINIATURE. 


they tamely fuffer the firft of them that was 
called to follow his own ideas, and methodi- 
cally finifh a work he had fo wifely begun. 

.Thofe very difcrete accomplices experience, 
in their turn, the fame regard and complat- 
fance. If they condefcend to apologize, they 
ground their plea upon the uncertainty of their 
art—But if they are convinced of this truth, 
why do they continue the fame bloody track, 
without deviating either to the right or to the 
left? Why are they fo tenacious of their old 
and execrable method, when they are confcious 
how deficient and dangerous it 1s >—The rea- 
fon is obvious, by throwing a thick impene- 
trable veil over their proceedings: they make 
of their art a lucrative trade. 

The difference their pride has eftablifhed be- 
tween the writer of a prefcription and the man 
who is to mix it, feems to me a great obftacle 
to the cure of a difeafe. They will not even 
take the trouble of analyfing their drugs by the 
affiftance of chemiftry, and though they have 
hardly a fuperficial knowledge of thofe ‘com- 
pounds; they boldly prefcribe thofe dreadful 
banes which come out of the’ apothecary’s 
fhops-—-So that the poor patient has, befides his 
diforder, two evils to contend with, the rafhnefs 
of the prefcriber, and the ignorance of the man 
who 15 to prepare the medicine. 


The 
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The art of phyfic, therefore, now-a-days is 
no more than a bold empirifm, which derives 
all its fame from our credulity. Its uncertain- 
ty is fully known to thofe who practice it: not- 
withftanding their confcioufnefs, they will not 
give it up, becaufe it brings money. Yet they 
are the firft, thefe worft of quacks, torun down 
quackery. If a man, poffeffed of a family me- 
dicine, which he even diftributes gratis, is fuc- 
cefsful in the cure of any diforder, he is direct- 
ly ftigmatifed by the faculty—-Ye bold affaffins, 
for once open your eyes to the light of truth ! 
To ye we owe no falutary difcovery ; but to 
what ye are pleafed difdainfully to call em- 
pirifm, we are indebted for the bark, emetic, 
inoculation, &c.. Do not miftake me, how- 
ever, as pleading the caufe of quacks; but 
your ignorance makes it doubtful, which of the 
two profeffiens is moft hurtful to mankind. 

Shall we never behold the man of true know- 
ledge, who will with a bold but generous hand 
deftroy the altars af E/culapius, where our mo- 
dern practitioners daily facrifice new victims, 
break the furgeon’s lancet, fhut up thofe fhops 
where the apothecary retails his poifon; who 
will, in fine, fubftitute a fure method to that 
phyfic, merely conjectural, which prevails a- 
mong{t the members of the faculty. Oh, for 
that friend of mankind who will new model an 
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art which now confifts in killing according to 
rule, and has ignorance and antiquated preju-~ 
dice for its fupporters.—** A confummiation de- 
voutly to be wifhed!” 


But now, courteous reader, let me lead you 
through the ftreets of Paris. They are not very 
clean, but fuch as they are, they will furnifh 
matter of information, and that is all I want 
to give, or you can wifh to receive. | 


Aria Wi Aug Lok 


As I crofs the ftreets of Paris, methinks | 
travel through the ruins of antiquity, every 
corner recalls to my memory the moft intereft- 
ing events of our national hiftory. I fhall not 
tire the reader by entering into a detail of every 
object, but only fele&t fuch as F think moft 
worthy of being recorded. 

Obferve that noble and wide ftreet St. An- 
toine, this, under former reigns, was a turnip- 
field; here Henry Il. was mortally wound- 
ed in a* tournement, by Moutgomery; here 
alfo fell, by each others hand, the infamous 
minions of Henry Jil. ‘and’ this fpot, now 
fo full of houfes and inhabitants, reminds 
me that, under Louis le Gros, the duties paid 
at the northern gate, yielded no more than 
twelve livres per annum, that is about four hun- 


dred 


PARIS IN MINIATURE. 117 


dred and eight of our prefent currency, and Tf 
fay to myfelf, Paris was then a {mall place, 
but its inhabitants, if fewer, were more happy. 

If my foot flips on the ftones, I immediately 
recolle@, that the ftreets were not paved before 
the year 1184, and that it was done on a plan 
propofed by a Financier, who was at the oreateft 
part of the expence—Thanks to the good man ! 
fuch another of his profeffion would not be 
found now-a-days, fearch the whole kingdom 
throughout. 

As I crofs the Place des Vitoires, where 
ftands the ftatue of Louis XIV. a monument 
erected to national vanity, and a ftanding record 
of kingly pride and popular adulation ; it occurs 
to my remembrance, that this was at one time 
the moft dangerous part of this capital. Thieves 
and murderers held here their affembhies ; and 
even in the very face of day committed their de- 
predations on the paffengers——Query. Could a 
better fpot be pitched upon for the purpofe of 
placing the effigy of that royal robber, born for 
the ruin of his fubjects, and the difturbance of 
Europe? who aim’d at univerfal monarchy ; 
facrificed the wealth and happinefs of a whole 
kingdom to purfue that empty fhadow; who 
lived a tyrant and died an idiot ? 

The Rue d@’Enfer, or Hell-ftreet, was haunted 
fome centuries aga by ghofts and {prites of all 

kinds. 








118 PARIS IN MINIATURE. 


kinds. St. Louis, who was then on the throne, 
thought that the beft way to fend the devil back 
again to hisdreary home, was to make a prefent 
of irto the Carthufian monks. He was right : and 
as one nail drives out another, no fooner did the. 
holy friars take poffeffion of the premifes, than 
the infernal {pirits made room for their fuperiors» 
and ever fince that place yields to the convent a 
confiderable revenue, which amply repays them 
for the trouble taken by their predeceffors,. Yet 
this very Rue d’Enfer is in much greater danger 
now, .than ever it was from its former vifitors ; 
andthe quarries, on which it is built, may, by 
undermining the houfes of the inhabitants, bring 
them into.ajcopardy where the fkill of furgeons 
will be more effectual than all the Pater-nofters, 
holy :water, and exorcifms of their fanctified 
jandlords. | 

It was in the Rue Potterie, that the firft 
play-boufe was built, The regulation and police 
of the theatres. was then within the department 
of the Attorney~general, and not as itds now, in 
the hands of ignorant or partial Lords of the 
Bedchamber ; who at that time, when every one 
followed his own trade, made the King’s bed, 
and had nothing elfe to do. 

At the Halles, or general market, Charles V. 
then only Dauphin, made a famous {peech again{t 
Charles. furnamed. the Mifchievous, King of 

Navarre. 
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Navarre, But then every one had a right to 
judge for himfelf: and the former was hiffed 
and hooted from the huftings, fans cérémonie, be- 
caufe he had neither the good mien, the elo- 
quence, nor the folidity of reafoning of his anta- 
gonitt. 

View now the Bute St. Roch, that little 
mount, not an hundred years ago, was full of 
wind-mills; and fuch is the rage for building 
and extending the limits of the capital, already 
too large, that fome writers after me will, in all 
probability, have the fame remark to make on 
the hill now called Afont-Martre, or Martyr’s- 
Mount.—It was at the Bute St. Roch that the 
Maid of Orleans diftinguifhed herfelf; and was 
wounded at the fiege of Paris, then in the hands 
of the Englifh—Would the latter had preferved 
it even to this day! we could at leaft think and 
fpeak for ourfelves. 

Ruz pe L’Universire. Here dwells pe- 
dantifm, and if, I may be allowed the expref- 
fion, learned ftupidity. This Univerfity en- 
joyed formerly the moft diftinguifhed privileges, 
fome of which are now grown obfolete, and 
only recorded in its archives. This body of 
men, who never did any fervice to the ftate 
but that of giving the plan for eftablifhing a 
poft-office, was very tenacious of thofe preroga- 
tives ; at the leaft appearance of encroachment 
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upon them, the Univerfity ordered its {fchools 
to be fhut, no lectures then of divinity, no fer- 
mons, no teaching whatever could take place, 
until thefe mighty men were foothed into a 
better temper, and government was glad to 
make it up—Now, they would be taken at their 
word—and the better for that. It is not only 
extravagant, it is folly to extreme, to main- 
tain, at a large falary, one hundred profeffors 
to teach—What ? alittle Latin, and the art of 
fophiftry : that is all their employment, whilft 
not one of the pupils, at his leaving the Uni- 
verfity, knows his mother-tongue, which thofe 
very pedagogues can neither fpeak nor write 
with propriety. 

There are ftill fome faint remains of the 
ancient power of that ufelefs body, but they 
confift in mere matter of form. When the 
rector, or head of the Univerfity, which by the 
by is ftiled the King’s eldeft Daugther, and a 
fad trull fhe is, goes to Verfaiiles,. the folding 
doors of the King’s apartment are thrown open, 
and every three months he parades the ftreets, 
in all the pomp and majefty of the Emperor 
of Genius and Parifian Intelleéts—and this re- 
doubted monarch is, for the moft part, a pe- 
dant foll of Latin and Greek, burfting at the 
thoughts of his affumed importance—for the 
reign of the Roturns is no more!—If the rec« 

tor 
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tor dies in office, the Univerfity has the right 
to have his remains depofited at St. Denis, the 
burying-place of the Kings of France. 

But, humane reader, let me fly from the 
found of a bell that grates my ears, and ftrikes 
terror to my foul —it is that of St. Germain 
PAuxerroiss It rung the fignal of the maf- 
facre of St. Bartholomew—a day that fhould 
be for ever blotted out from our annals—But 
even all the waters of the ocean cannot wath 
off the bloody ftain—Would you believe it, 
reader? a fanatic clergyman has dared, within 
thefe twenty years, to publifh a pamphlet in de- 
fence of that attrocious deed—But, to the ho- 
nour of our laws and magiftracy be it faid, 
the parliament of Paris inflicted an exemplary 
punifhment on the author, and his execrable 
apology was burnt, as the wretch ought to have 
been himfelf, by the hands of the common exe- 
cutioner. 

As I pafs through the Rue Trouffe Vache, 1 
cannot help fmiling, when I recollect that Car- 
dinal de-Lorraine, at his return from the Coun- 
cilof Trentum, and preparing for a triumphal 
-entry in the capital, was fet upon, in this very 
ftreet, by Montmorency. ‘The poor diftreffed 
Cardinal, compelled to give way, ran into the 
back parlour of a tredefman, and from thence flew 
up ftairs, and hid himfelf under the bed of an 
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old woman, where he remained until night had 
difperfed his purfuers. 

Behold that well in the Rue Truandarie; | 
view it with a reverential awe. It was on its 
brink that the lovers of old plighted their faith 
to each other—an oath more religioufly kept 
than that which we now take before the altars 
erected to the God of Truth—in that golden 
age the parties meant what they faid, and we 
hardly know our own meaning. 

It is inthe old Rue du Temple that the Duke 
of Burgundy fell, by the hands of his affaffin the 
Duke of Orleans, only brother to Charks VI. 
who, though a mad-man and an idiot, was fuf- 
fered to continue on the throne—and why not? 
the race of fceptred fools did neither begin, nor 
end with that unfortunate prince. 

When I take a boat to crofs the water, at the 
quay Malaquais, 1 am hardly pufhed off from 
the fhore, when I recall to my mind, that two 
centuries ago, the great and good, but too 
amorous Henry TV. was in the fame fituation. 
When entering into a converfation with the 
waterman, who knew not his fovereign in the 
perfon of a plain drefled gentleman, unaccom- 
panied by any one—What think you of the 
new peace (of Vervins), honeft fellow? faid 
Henry—Think! why I don’t know, I Cerive 
no advantage from it. ‘These be a load of 
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taxes, and this here boat of mine, with which 
I can hardly get a livelihood, pays duty to the 
King.—-But doft not you think, that his majefty 
will lower thefe taxes ?—-Why, as to that there 
matter, the King is a good man enough, that 
he is, and God blifs him. But then, he has a 
miftrefs, who muft go fo fine, and have fo 
many trinkets, that we poor devils are obliged 
to pay for it—yet I fhould not begrudge it, if 
fo be that fhe belonged to him alone; but, 
between you and I, fhe is an arrant jade, and 
has a fcore of lovers befides him. 

It was true enough, and Henry knew it. It 
1s recorded, that, going to pay a vifit to one 


of his favourites, Belgrade, who was engaged | 


with her, had hardly time to hide himfelf under 
the bed; as he did it ina hurry, he could not 
fo well conceal himfelf, but that part of his 
cloaths remained in fight. The King tock no 
notice, ‘but having fet down to a cold collation, 
ready prepared, he took a cake, and flung it 
under the bed, faying: ‘* every body mutt 
tive.’—He never refented this affront, which a 
more inclement mafter would have wathed off 
in the blood of the rafh intruder—What a pro- 
digious contraft we fee here between the man 
and the prince; how frail and contemptible the 
former, how great and magnanimous the lat- 
ter! Thefe are thy fports, O nature !— Henry 
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was born to be the weakeft of mortals, and the 
moft renowned fovereign. ) 

Turn your eyes towards that lofty building, 
itis the. Academie Francoife, where, as faid the 
witty Pirroz. There are forty members, who 
have as much learning as comes to the fhare of 
four men. This eftablifhment was fet on foot 
by Richelieu, whofe every undertaking conftant- 
ly tended to defpotifm ; nor has he, in this in- 
ftitution, deviated from this rule: for the Aca- 
demy is manifeftly a monarchical eftablifhment. 
Men of letters have been enticed to the capital 
as the grandees, and for the fame purpofe, that 
is, to keep a better watch over them, ‘The 
confequence is fatal to the progrefs of know- 
ledge, becaufe every writer being ambitious of 
a feat in that modern Areopagus, and knowing 
that his fuccefs depends on court-favour, does 
every thing to merit the latter, by facrificing to 
the goddefs of flattery, and preferring mean 
adulation that leads him to academical honours, 
to the more ufeful and manly employment 
of fetting up, as they fhould, for the preceptors of 
mankind. 

Hence the Academie enjoys no manner of 
confideration, either at home or abroad; Paris 
is the only place where it can fupport any kind 
of confequence ; though, even there, forely 
badgered by the wits of the capital, who, ex- 
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pecting neither favour nor friendfhip from that 
corps, point all their epigrammatical batteries 
againft their members; there is but too much 
room for pleafantry, and keen farcafm. For is 
it not ridiculous to an extreme, that forty men, 
two-thirds of whom owe their admiffion to ca- 
bal, or vile fervility, fhould be by patent creat- 
ed arbiters of tafte and literature, and enjoy the 
exclufive privilege of judging for the reft of 
their countrymen ; but their principal fundtion 
has been, to give currency, or ftop the circu- 
lation of new coined words; regulating the pro- 
nunciation, orthography, and idioms of the 
French language-—Is this a fervice or injury to 
the language itfelf? I rather think the latter 
to be the cafe. 
The Academie Francoife may be looked upon as 
a partition wall that divides men and letters into 
two different claffes, who having conftantly in 
view the academical chair, which they look 
upon as the xe plus ultra of literary fame, it 
being the only way to penfions and preferment, 
inftead of becoming, as they ought to do, the 
oracles of the age and their nation, content 
themfelves with being the echos of that dread- 
ed tribunal; hence the abject ftate of literature 
in the capital. We have fome, however, who 
boldly think for themfelves, truft to the judg- 
ment of the public, and laugh at the award of the 
Academie. 
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Academie. Nothing can mark the contempt in 
which a few fpirited writers hold the decrees of 
the forty foreftallers of French wit and refine- 
ment, than the following epitaph, which the 
author above cited, the dread of Voltaire, the 
icourge of witlings, Pirron, ordered to be en< 
graved on his tomb-ftone : 


Cy cir Pinon Qyl NE FUT RIEN, 
PAS MEME AcapEmIciEn. 


THE SORBONNE. 


If the edifice, which we have juft paft by, is 
the feat of literary defpotifm, the Sorbonne may 
be called the throne of ignorance, fuperttition, 
and folly. ‘This foundation is the work of an 
obfcure prieft, whofe name it retains, though af- 
terwards enlarged, beautified, and amply endowed. 
by Cardinal Richelieu, who, as we have had oc- 
cafion to meniion in the foregoing defcription,, 
never formed an eftablifhment which did not 
tend, in fome meafure, to fupport his favourite 
plan of carrying arbitrary power beyond all 
bounds. Whilft his politics made flaves of the 
fubjects, he fupported this kind of {piritual in- 
quifition, in order to enthral their very minds. 
The Sorboane was confulted on all occafions, and 
the decree of a few ignorant: divines, refpected 
as the oracles of the Deity itfelf. Though it is. 
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obvious that, what is called fcholaftic divinity, 
is the greateft evil that the blind zeal of en- 
thufiafm could ever introduce in religious mat- 
ters, as it has only ferved to raife doubts amoneft 
the fenfible part of mankind, and bind over 
the reft to fuperftition and fanaticifm. 

The Sorboane, in ages of ignorance, muft 
have fhone in its brighteft luftre ; but in our en- 
lightened days it is become the objet of con- 
tempt and ridicule, becaufe its members have 
ulurped the power of pronouncing, as umpires, 
on every fubject, either of politics, moral, reli- 
gion, and even phyfics : for it is not many years 
fince thofe fages pronounced, ex cathedra, that it 
was a fin to inoculate for the {mall-pox, nothing 
fhort of hell fames, was denounced againit the 
operator, the encourager, and the patient; all 
the world laughed at the azwful fentence, and 
inoculation daily acquired new partifans; be- 
caufe, unfortunately for thofe clear fighted mor- 
tals, reafon, common fenfe, and experience 
were in this, as in rmoft of their decrees, in fa- 
vour of the other fide of the quettion. 

A. work, containing all that has been {aid and 
printed by the Sorbonne for three centuries back, 
would prove a very curious compilation. Ne- 
ver did ignorance, among the moft fuperftitious 
people, give more ftriking examples of folly and 
ridicule; becaufe this legrued corps prefumed, 
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from its very firft inftituuion, to give the law to 
all other divines, as pretending to know more 
than all of them put together; and, by degrees, 
referring every art and fcience, and even hiftory, 
to religion, they took upon themfelves to pro- 
nounce on matters which were entirely foreign 
to their jurifdiction ; if any fhould be affigned to 
a fet of impoftors who have princely falaries, and 
employ their leifure in devifing new means to 
fupporet their credit by mifleading the vulgar, 
and maintain their affumed importance by work- 
ing upon the credulity of the weaker part of 
mankind. 

The Mahometan doétors are far more rational 
than ours. The former give out that their 
sreat Prophet had publickly declared, that out 
of 12,000 words contained in the Alcoran, one 
third only can be depended upon for truth ; fo 
that when any obfcure paflage, or fome inde- 
fenfible extravagancy occur, inftead of going to 
logeerheads about an explanation, or endeavour- 
ing to find out fenfe or meaning where there is 
neither, they fet it down amongft the $,000 
falfehoods, and thus decline entering into dif- 
putes, from which they never could extricate 
themfelves. By this means they wifely reject 

_all contradiétions and improbabilities, and never 
feek to humble or impofe upon human under- 
flanding. | 


Had 





PARIS IN. MINIATURE, . 129 


Had the Sordounians acted with the fame judg- 
ment, they would not in their theological deli- 
rium have maintained opinions which, in former 
times, drew upon them a general hatred; nor 
would they now be as they are, the butt of ris 
dicule, the mere bye word of every man who pre- 
ferves a fingle grain of common fenfe—But they 
mind very little what the world can fay, pro- 
vided they receive their ftipend quarterly. They 
may exclaim with the mifer in Horace: ** He 
cares not for the world, who riots in plenty.” 


OrsOaiG. wl Boy Ge eB, ot Sy 


After having taken a furvey of the two pa- 
laces erected to pedantifm and folly, it is but 
juftice to fay fomething of the places where 
thofe great qualities are acquired. 

If we can yet boaft of fome men of letters 
and real genius, it is becaufe thefe, as the 
poets, owe every advantage they pofiefs to 
nature, and not to art or education; for no- 
thing is worfe calculated than our colleges to 
improve natural abilities, or advance the pro- 
erefs of fcience and literature. An hundred 
pedagogues are appointed, and well paid by 
government, to teach our youth the Greek and 
Latin tongues; and after ten years fpent in the 
ufelefs purfuir, not an hundred out of one thou- 
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fand amongft them are perfect in either. It is 
not that I mean to refle&t on the futility of 
thofe {cientific languages, I only blame the mif- 
taken notion of teaching them before the pupils 
have received the firft rudiments of their own 
tongue. This fhould be the primary object of 
their ftudy, and the former be acquired after- 
wards, as an acceflary accomplifhment. 

Befides, 1f we confider this mode of educa- 
tion in a political line, we may well wonder 
how it ever could be admitted in a monarchy. 
Its fubjects, from their infancy, are taught to. 
admire thofe brave Romans, who, before they 
were enflaved by their tyrants, gave laws to the 
whole world. It cannot be difputed, that a 
profound ftudy of the Latin tongue gives a cer- 
tain relifh for republicanifm. It is no lefs cer— 
tain, that, after having heard of the fenate, of 
the freedom and majefty of the Roman people, 
their victories, of Czefar falling under the aveng- 
ing hands of indignant and oppreffed liberty, of 
a Cato who would not furvive the overthrow 
of the conftitution, it is hard to find one’s felf, 
after all, neither better nor worfe than a plain 
wohabitant of, Paris, the fport of arbitrary 
power. 

Lhus our youth are taught, in the earlier 
-part.of their life, a doétrine which it muft be 
their Grlt ftudy afterwards to unlearn, and to- 
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tally forget, as entirely incompatible with their 
advancement, happinefs, and fafety, nay their 
very being itfelf; or if they remember any 
thing of it, it will only ferve to embitter their 
miferies, by a painful comparifon. Yet it is 
an abfolute monarch who pays thofe profeffors, 
who gravely expound to his fubjeéts the bold 
{peeches of ancient orators againft the kingly 
power; fo that a fenfible young man, juft 
come from the Univerfity, cannot help, at his 
firft feeing Ver/ailles, to recolle& the immortal 
name of Brutus, and of all thofe fierce enemies 
of defpotifm. His ideas are confounded, either 
he is a fool by nature, and born to flavery, or 
it muft be fome time before he can be recon- 
ciled to a country where there are neither tri- 
bunes nor decemvirs, fenators nor confuls. 
Thus this great fcholar has been learning ten 
or twelve years what it is his intereft to forget 
in as many hours. 

Much is faid by fome of our enthufiaftic 
countrymen of the numerous {chools, {uch as 
thofe of drawing, &c. founded by princely mu- 
nificence. But unprejudiced as I am, I will 
maintain, that thefe eftablifhments are more 
hurtful than ferviceable to the ftate and fub- 
jects, as they tend to infpire a tafte for refine- 
ment, and the preference given to the agreeable 
over the ufeful arts, The tradefman will have 

i his 
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his fon learn the former, and quit the profef- 
fion of the latter, in which he would prove of 
equal fervice to himfelf and to fociety—But I 
will have my fon to become a painter, or a 
fcholar—Rafh prefuming fool, thy darling fhall 
be neither! Thofe drawing-fchools only mul- 
tiply thenumber, already countlefs, of ignorant 
dawbers, and from the colleges iffue that {warm 
of {cribblers, who, having no other refource than 
their pen, and too well taught to ftoop to be 
ufeful, make the fenfible part of mankind’ al- 
moft lament, that the art of printing ever was 
difcovered. 

But let us here put an end to our walk; it 
would foon become dangerous—lI hear the fmack 
of a coachman’s whip—let us return in fafety, 
and examine at a diftance. You could not guefs 


where they are driving, preceded and followed 


or 
© 
by a numerous populace, fome of whom will 
pay dear for their curiofity. They are in their 
way to the Rue aux Ours, to give, in the eigh- 
teenth century, a fpectacle worthy of the ages 
of barbarif{m and ignorance. 

You mutt be informed that every year, on 
the 9d of July, the effigy of a Swifs is burnt, 
in the ftreet above mentioned, becaufe on fuch 
a day and hour, fome centuries back, an im- 
pious Swils, it 1s faid, moft facrilegioufly ftabbed 
an image of the Virgin Mary, when there 1ffued 


forth 
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forth from the wound a ftream of the pureft 
blood!!! Nothing more ridiculous than this 
foolith cuftom ; but it is of long ftanding, and 





in religious matters this very circumftance is a 
recommendation, 

The effigy was formerly dreffed in character, 
but the Swifs refented it as a national affront, 
and ever fince it is covered only with a kind of 
wagegoner’s frock. It confifts of a coloffus, made 
of wicker, laid on a man’s fhoulder, who ftops 
and makes the effigy bow before every madona 
he meets with on his way. A drum opens the 
march. The coloffus, which reaches as high 
as the firft floor, wears long rufiles, a large bag- 
wig, holding in his right hand a wooden dag- 
ger, painted red, and nothing is fo laughable 
as the different poftures into which it is thrown 
by the man who bears it, 

However ridiculous both the ftory and cuf- 
tom may appear, fome of our moft folemn ce- 
remonies can boaft of no better foundation. 
Thus the Ste. Ampoule (or Oil-phial), is made 
ufe of to anoint our Kings. Yet is there a man 
of fenfe in the affembly who can believe, that a 
dove brought it down from heaven, hanging up 
from her bill. No one is credulous enough to 
have any faith in the miraculous cure of the 
ferofula, by the impofition of royal hands. Yet 
the phial will always remain in ufe, and out 

monarchs 
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monarchs will ever touch thofe who are afflitted 
with what is called the king’s evil, and cure no 
patient. But fuperitition is the principal fup- 
porter of defpotifm, and wherever the latter 
prevails the former is encouraged. 

Look to the right, and fee the end of all pub- 
lic rejoicings in Paris, fee that fcore of unfor- 
tunate men; fome of them with broken legs 
and arms, fome already dead, or expiring. Moft 
of them are parents of families, who by this ca- 
taftrophe muft be reduced to all the horrors of 
mifery. I had foretold this accident as the 
confequence of that file of coaches which pafled 
us before. The Police takes fo little notice of 
this kind of chance-medley, that if any thing 
ean be wondered at, it is that fuch accidents, 
though but too frequent, are not ftill more nu- 
merous. The threatning wheel, that runs 
along with fuch rapidity, carries an obdurate 
man in power, who has not leifure, or indeed 
cares not to obferve, that the blood of his fel- 
low-fubjects is yet frefh on the ftones over which 
his magnificent chariot rattles fo fwiftly. They 
talk of a reformation, but when is it to take 
place? Allthofe who have any fhare in the 
adminiftration keep carriages, and what care 
they for the pedeftrian traveller? 

Jean Jacquzs Rousseau, in the year 1776, 
inthe road to Me/nil-Moutant, was beat down 

by 
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by a large Lapland dog, and remained on the 
{pot, whilft the mafter, fecure in his berline, 
paffed him by with that ftoic indifference which 
amounts to favage barbarity. Rouffeau, lame 
and bruifed, was taken up, and conducted to 
his houfe, by fome charitable peafants. The 
gentleman, or rather barbarian, hearing who 
was the perfon whom the dog had beat down, 
fent a fervant to know what he could do for 
him.—* Tell him, faid Rouffeau, to chain his 
dog for the future;’’ and dimified the mef. 
fenger. 

When a coachman has crufhed or crippled 
any paflenger, he may be carried before a Com- 
miffaire, who gravely enquires, whether the ac- 
cident was occafioned by the fore-wheels or by 
the hind ones? If one fhould die under the lat~- 
ter, no pecuniary damage can be recovered by 
the heirs at law, becaufe the coachman is an- 
fwerable for the former, and even in this cafe 
there is a Police ftandard, by which he is 
judged in a fummary manner, fo much for 
arms and legs, the price is ready fettled.——And 
we boaft of being a civilifed nation! It is 
mere boaft indeed; we may think fo, but no 
body elfe will believe it. 
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0H BACT Rg ae 


I fhall fay nothing of the naftinefs that diftin- 
guith thefe places of general refort, becaufe I 
would not wifh to injure the property of rhe 
comedians; nor fhall I inveigh againit the info- 
lence of the box-keepers, and other fervants of 
our theatres, as it would give to the world a bad 
opinion of the proprietors themfelves, to whom 
fome cenforious readers might apply the pro= 
verb, Like mafter like man, and think it a truifm. 
I intend to confine myfelf to thofe points that 
more materially concern the fpectator when he 
is once got in, and has the good fortune to pro- 
cure a clean feat. - 

Firft, let us furvey the Pit.— Here every 
body ftands. You will imagine that its inhabi- 
tants are the formidable umpires of tafte and 
dramatic productions; this may or may not be, 
juft as it fuits the caprice or convenience of the 
Police, or the Lords of the Bedchamber; who 
from making their mafter’s bed, as we have ob- 
ferved before, have raifed themfelves by degrees 
to judge of things which they hardly underftand: 
Hence an actrefs 1s palmed upon the public: 
whether fhe ts good or bad is not the queftion ; 
but whether fhe has had the good fortune to 
pleafe one orthe whole of thofe gentlemen, and 

every 
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every one knows what price fhe has paid for her 
admiffion. On the other hand, thofe mighty 
monarchs of the {tage have their Ladies of the 
Bedchamber; and ‘a young handfome fellow, 
who is defirous to enlift in the train of Melpo- 
mene or Thalia, knows at what rate he can pur- 
chafe a commiffion.—From this true ftate of 
the matter, let every one judge of the generality 
of French actors—But to the Pit again : 

Not a play is reprefented here withouta cuard 
of thirty men, with a few rounds each, to quiet 
the {pectators. This internal guard keeps the 
frequenters of the Pit in a kind of paffive con- 
dition ; and whether you are tired, crouded, or 
bruifed, beware of giving any fign of uneafinefs 
or difcontent. 

Yet that poor public pays to take, not what 
they wifh for, but what is given them. Sur- 
rounded with armed men, they mutt neither 
laugh too loud at a comedy, nor expre({s their 
feclings at a tragedy in too pointed a manner. 

Flence the Pit, except in fome fits of a tran- 
fient effervency, is mournfully dull ; if one offers 
to give any fign of his exiftence he is collared 
by one of the guards, and carried, pro forma, be- 
fore a Commiffaire; I fay for form fake, for 
every one in the play-houfe is under martial 
law, the civil magiftrate is only there to hear 
and approve of the fentence paffed upon the cul- 
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prit by the officer of the guard ; who, upon the 
report, feldom exaét, but often groundlefs of 
the foldier, orders the accufed party to prifon ; 
and the Commiffaire, without enquiring into the 
merit of the charge, or fo much as daring to 
hint.at the leaft objection, figns the mittimus. 


PET Tors oi ee ee 


This is a modern refinement, or rather a pub- 
lic and very indecent nuifance, introduced to 
pleafe the humour of a few huadreds of our 
women ef fathion. Thefe are held by fubferip- 
tion from year to year; nay, from mother to 
daughter, as part of her inheritance. Nothing 
could ever be devifed or better calculated to fa- 
vour the impertinent pride and idlenefs of a 
firft rate actor, who being paid handfomely by 
their fhare of the fubfcription, even before the 
beginning of the feafon, takes no trouble about 


_getting up new parts, but folicits, under fome 


pretence or another, leave iof abfence; and 
receives annually near 18,000 livres from the 
inhabitants of the capital, whilft he i is holding 
forth at Bruffels. 

Another objection spel thefe hired boxes 


is, that the comedians have conftantly refufed 


to admit the authors of new plays to a fhare in 
the fubfcription money ; and they are fo fenfible 


of 
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of this advantage, that they are daily improving 
it by throwing part.of the pit into thofe kind of 
boxes. 

Whilft the public complains loudly of fuch 
€ncroachments on the liberty of the play-houfes, 
hear the apology fet up by our Belles: ** What! 
will you then, to oblige the canaille, compel me 
to hear out a whole play, when I am rich enough 
tofee only the laft fcene ? this is down-right ty- 
fanny, 1 proteft—There is no Police in France 
now-a-days. Since I cannot -haye the come- 
dians to come to my own houfe, I will have the 
diberty, to come in my plain difhabille, enjoy my 
arm-chair, receive the homage of my humble 
fuitors, and leave the place before I am tired; it 
would be monftrous to deprive me of all thefe 
indulgences, and pofitively encroach upon the 
prerogatives of wealth and Jon-ton.” 

AA lady therefore, to be in fafhion, muft have 
her petite-loge, her lap-dog, &c. but above alla 
man-puppy, who ftands, glafs in hand, to tell 
her ladyfhip who comes in and goes out; name 
the actors, &c. whilft the lady herfelf difplays 
a fan; which by a modern’ contrivance anfwers 
all the purpofe of an Opera-glafs, with this ad- 
vantage, that fhe may fee without being feen. 
Meanwhile the honeft citizen, who, like a tafte- 
lefs plebeian, imagines that play-houfes are 
opened for entertainment, cannot get in for his 
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‘money, becaufe part of the houfe js let by the 


year, though empty for the beft part of it, fo 
that he is obliged to put up, inftead of rational 


amufement, with the low and indecent farces. 
acted on the booth of the Boulevars. 


PWR OBR RK ee 


~The comedians will always remain excommu- 
nicated till the king, parliament, and clergy think 
proper to repeal the church anathema, de- 
nounced againft them. Such is the force of 
prejudice, or rather another proof of ‘our na- 
tional inconfiftency. However, they had better 
Jaugh at the excommunication, than feek to 
have it repealed, or what would be a greater 


folly, buy it off, like their Italian comrades in 


this city, who have compounded with the Pope, © 
and pay a certain fum annually to wap off the 


-ecclefiaftical cenfure. 


The celebrated actrefs, Mademoifelle Clairon, 
attempted once to bring the queftion before the 
tribunal of juftice, but the advocate, or counfel, 
who figned her brief for that purpofe, had his 
name ftruck out of the lift, and by attempting to 


‘reconcile his client with the church, loft a com- 


fortable and lucrative fituation j in- lifes to fhew 


_ the world, however, how cood he prefumed the 
_ eaufe to be, he entered the carrier of the ftage, 


where 


\ 
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where he met with little or no fuccefs ; fo that, 
befides the Pope’s. curfe, he was completely 
damned by the public. 

Some time after this, the lady above men- 
tioned, encurred a cenfure much heavier than all 
the papal bolts, fhe took fome offence, and 
fulked with the public. An actor or aétrefs, 
in this cafe, be the pretence or reafon what it 
may, is always wrong. The houfe being full, 
and the curtain drawn up, fhe, on account of 
fome green-room difpute, refufed to make her 
appearance. The pit was now as outrageous 
‘.as'a French pit could be, and the aétrefs, for 
that night, was fafely lodged in the prifon of 
fort L’Eveéque ; in order, as fhe thought, to be 
revenged of that zmpertinent. public, and the 
faucy Lords of the Bedchamber who had con- 
fined her, fhe quitted the ftage, in the humble 
confidence that fhe would be entreated to re- 
affume the {cepter of Melpomene, which, it mutt 
be owned, fhe fwayed with becoming dignity. 
In this, however, fhe was miftaken, and fhe 
had not left Paris three days, when fhe was en- 
tirely forgotten, 

Lewis XIV. was peculiarly nice in the choice 
of aétors; none could be admitted but thofe 
who had a noble prefence and elegant ftature ; 
‘ but amongft. the prefent race of players, there 
are but too few that can .boaft of an impofing 
oi appearance, 








r42 PARIS IN MINIATURE, 


appearance. What idea can a foreigner con- 
ceive of our theatrical tafte, when he fees little 
diminutive creatures attempt to reprefent the 
grandeft and moft celebrated characters recorded 
in hiftory ? He cannot but harbour a very in- 
different opinion of our outward. accomplifh- 
ments ; and his mere conjectures he palms after. 
wards as general truths upon his countrymen. 
Our performers daily decreafe in height and 
fize ; thofe who are of a fhort flature, give the 
preference to fhorter onesy thinking that thefe 
will prove.a foil to make them appear to better 
advantage; and if this error prevails for one 
fingle generation, we fhall have none but Lilli- 
putians, who, by attempting to reprefent the 
heroes of an¢ient and modern times, will only 
be the caricatures of thofe great men. | 
In order to apologize for thofe dwarfith tra- 
gedians, it may be urged, that Alexander was a 
little man. I would have admired him, and 
even with his head inclining on one fide, when 
he was in his tent, or leading his-army on to 
victory and conqueft ; but now that he is dead, I 
wiih to fee him reprefented in a ftile that beft fuits: 
the idea I entertain of a man whofe name has 
filled the world with wonder.—The former 
perhaps might be more characteriftic, but na» 
eare fhould fometimes wear a mafk; we like to! . 
‘ee her perfections, not her faults, 
OPER A- 


PARIS EIN MINIATURE. 143 


OPERA-HOU SE. 


We have, or rather we had, an Opera; not 
that I allude to the late conflagration which 
levelled to the ground the fuperb and coftly 
edifice of the Palais Royal, but take my mean-. 
ing literally: we had once an Opera, for what is 
now called by that name, is merely a Play- 
houfe, that opens and huts regularly twice a 
week, t0 no other purpofe than to keep up a 
mere appearance. Dancers we have none; 
foreign gold is the load-ftone that attraéts them 
all out of this country ; nor is it any wonder, 
for the beft performer in that line, who has an 
opportunity of jumping from a feanty falary of 
three thoufand livres into a fortune of as many 
guineas, to ftay as home, muft be either a fool 
or a zealous patriot indeed—All the world 
knows that we are neither. 

As for fingers, they are entirely out of the 
queftion ; and he certainly was a bold enter- 
prizing genius who firft thought, that our lan: 
guage was fufceptible of that kind of mufie 
which is requifité to form an Opera; thé more 
fo that, by a ftrange contradiétion, fuch a fyl- 
lable which ending in £ mute is not pronounced 
in profe, muft be dwelt upon in poetry, and 
has a very harfh and guttural found. Thefe 

defects 














144. PARIS IN MINIATURE. 


defects might, in fome refpedt, be atoned for, 


and the eye at leaft gratified by the difplay of 
the moft fuperb fcenery ; but the fame are fo 
often repeated, that the want of novelty, which 
alone could fupport this kind of entercainment,. 
muft foon operate a ‘revolution, and fave the 
millions that are to be laid out in rebuilding 
the Opera-houfe. It is not, however, that we 
want for good mufic, Gluck and. Picini deferve 
the higheft praife. But as long as they cannot 
reform the language, and as long as the Hu Ex 
of an EZ mute will continue to grate my ear; 


the Opera can never be a favourite place of re-. 


fort for me. 

The balls given at. this theatre are a moral 
evil, which loudly calls for redrefs, as -it only. 
ferves to increafe that licentioufnefs, or rather li- 
bertinifm, which reigns uncontrouled in this 
metropolis, where vice rides triumphant, whil{t 
humble virtue dares not lift up her eyes, fure to 


encounter, on every fide, objects that muft fhock 


her modefty. The opera ball is the refort of 
thofe half-modeft women, whofe wantonnefs, if I 
may be allowed the expreffion, is da/bful, and 
dares not yet break through all reftraints. Here, 
under the mafk, they meet and are met; fecure, 
under their difguife, they give full fcope to 
their vicious inclinations, becaufe indifferent as 
to guilt, they only ftand in dread of the public 

opinion, 
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opinion, which the next day they take care to 
court by the beft diflembled hypocrify. 

In other countries, thefe- no¢turnal meetings 
are eftimated only in proportion as the mafks 
prove entertaining, here we judge of them by 
their number ; the ralk of the next day is not 
that fuch or fuch mafk was witty and pleafing, 
bucthat the place was monftrou ly crowded ; fo that 
a mafquerade is the very ¢hing, if one is in danger 
of being ftifled. 

In thefe balls, however, our predeceffors gave 
themfelves up to mirth and jollity. It is not 
fo now, and people are as referved in their con” 
verfation, as in any other public place. where 
aman is almoft fure to find a fpy in every one 
he fpeaks to. One muft either talk nonfenfe, 
or be filent, and dulnefs, lead on by defpotifm, 
prefides in this as well as in other public places 
of diverfion. 

I have been prefent at a ball where there were 
not lefs than fifty foldiers, armed with horfe- 
piftols under their dominos, and fix rounds a- 
piece. This circumftance was not publicly known 
until the next day. But it muft.be owned, that 
this was a very ftrange kind of entertainment ! 

When a Carme, a Francifcan, ov a Benedittine 
friar has been fo lucky as to efcape from his 
Cloyfter, and to enjoy the fight of the ball without 
being found out, he thinks himfelf greaterthanthe 

Lu Pope ; 
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Pope; he does not know, perhaps, that tne 
Levitic order are the very pillars of the Opera- 
houfe on thofe nights, where they either come 
by appointment from fome modefi wanton, or, 
like the roaring lion, feeking for prey. I will 
maintain, that two-thirds of the feduétions, 
which are the confequence of thefe motley af- 
femblies, may be laid to the charge of the 
clergy; for in this particular they are not con- 
tent with mere tything. 

The only matter which is treated here with a 
kind of folemnity, and asa bufinefs of the firft 
importance, is a Quadrille-dance. ‘The firft time | 
I faw it, I could hardly believe my eyes, as I 
had no thought that fuch a trifle ever could be 
attended with fo much pompofity.—But danc- 
ing is now-a-days looked upon more as a Na- 
tional affair, than a mere amufement, Our 
moft celebrated milliners drefs up a doll, in all 
the fplendor of the reigning fafhion, it is fent as a 
pattern into foreign countries ; juft fo our danc- 
ing or ballet-mafters fend the plan of a Ballet, of 
a Country-dance, or a Quadrille, to be performed 
fix hundred miles from the capital, and the let- 
ter that contains the precious information; is re- 
ceived with far more pleafure than the account 
of a victory by fea and land—-Indeed, reader, 
I blufh to own our national weaknefs, and how 
fuperficial. we really are, but I am bound 

to 


PARIS IN MINIATURE. 147 


to tell the truth, and I do not write a word be- 
yond it. 

The price is fix livres a-head, and for that 
money your ears are ftunned by a mufic equally 
monotone and noify. If you have no amorous 
intrigue upon your hands, nor any rendezvous 
to the purpofe, you have no bufinefs here, un- 
lefs you delight in folitary dulnefs: a3 one-third 
at leaft of the fpectators come there only to 
have it in their power to fay : “I was at the ball 
Jaft_ night— prodigious fine! the crowd was 
fuch, that I hardly efcaped being crufhed to 
death.” 


Ors Roane Gel Re eS 


A ftranger would hardly think that we are 
in reality the moft diftreft of all nations, when 
he fees the immenfe fums Javifhed in the pur- 
chafe of the fuperfluities for which an unbound- 
ed luxury is infatiably craving. The Opera- 
houfe is fupported at a moft extravagant ex- 
pence, for no other purpofe than apparently to 
favour the progrefs of effeminacy : becaufe the 
man forgetful of his dignity is more difpofed to 
fubmit to paffive obedience, and is eafily en- 
flaved. 

Nothing has been fpared for the above poli- 
tical purpofe, and the art of the Opera-girls 
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too. well anfwers the views of government. 
They have devifed thofe wanton alluring pof- 
tures, which kindle defire in a youthful mind. 
The boldnefs of their looks, which ought to 
operate as a counter{pel, adds new feuel to the 
fire... The deluded youth pays, at the moft ex- 
ceffive rate, the firft ftep that leads him to ruin; 
for, although fatiety and difguft is all the refult of 
venal love, yet he continues to fupport his Har- 
Jot in all her extravagancies, becaufe it gives 
him the air of a man of fafhion, _and he exhaufts 
a patrimony which his ungrateful miftrefs often 
fhares with her own footman, who is the fa- 
vourite, and even penfioned rival of the fool of 
quality, 

_ As foon as a young girl has’ found means to 
elope from under the parental wing, fhe flies to 
the Opera, where, by a particular by-law, the is 
free from all controul on the part of her friends, 
and literally becomes public property. Ske 
foon finds a keeper; appears in the green-room, 
glittering with diamonds, and receives the ho- 
mage of her companions, who revere the new 
comer in proportion to the richnefs and bril- 
liancy of her drefs. There exifts amoneft them 
a kind of diftinétion, and they are claffed ac- 
cording to their. refpective opulence; fo that 
the wealthieft does not look as if fhe carried on 


the fame trade with her fifters in iniquity. She 
| receives 
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receives a new actrefs, or female dancer, with 
all the haughtinefs of confcious fuperiority, and 
affumes with her tradefmen the air of a woman 
of quality. In her prefence the Police Minos 
‘* grins horrible a ghaftly fmile,” and the cour- 
tier feems to forget his felf-importance. Every 
morning her toilet is decked: with fome.new 
gifts, offered to that goddefs of the day, by her 
doating votaries. The river Paédolus glides 
along her houfe in a perpetual ftream.. A fim- 
ple fmile, a nod of proteétion, or the waving: 
of her hand, turns a hundred heads, and makes 
her a world of new profelytes. 


TERY SEtOU RS? OR* Ppp ep ety 


The different hours of the day offer by turns 


the image of perpetual motion and {lagnating 
tranquillity, the fcene fhifts from one to the 
other in a conftant fucceffion, and nearly with- 
in the fame fpace of time. 

At feven o’clock all the gardeners, who have 
been to market, return to their marfhes, be- 
ftriding their hacks, or affes, with empty bafkets. 
One is not troubled then by the ratling of 
coaches, nor meet with any body in the ftreets 
but clerks going to their re{fpective offices, with 
their heads drefled and profufely powdered, at 
this unfafhionable time of the day. 


About 
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About nine, the ftreets are crouded with a 
fwarm of barbers and hair-dreflers, holding in 
one hand their curling-irons, in the other a ready 
dreffed perriwig, their cloaths bepowdered from 
top to bottom; this is.the livery of their pro- 
feffion, on which account they are by the popu- 
lace nicknamed Merlans (Whitings). At the 
fame time the coffee-houfe waiters carry break- 
fafts to the inhabitants of ready furnifhed apart- 
ments, whilft our unexperienced cextaures, fol- 
lowed by their footmen, gallop away towards 
the Boulevars, to the great terror of the harm- 
lefs paflenger, who is often the victim of their 
bad horfemanfhip. 

As the clock ftrikes ten, a fable cloud of 
lawyers, and other limbs of the law, in two 
dread-infpiring divifions march on towards the 
Palais and the Chatelet, the judges te fleep, the 
pleaders to wafte their lungs, and the clients to 
lofe the beft or win the worft caufe, according 
to the humour in which the judge awakes from 
his flumber. Nothing is to be met with, but 
men dreffed in bands and black gowns, laden 
with bags full of briefs, rejoinders, &c. plaintiffs 
and defendants in full cry after them. 

At twelve, money and change brokers haften 
in crouds to the Bourfe, or Exchange, whilft 
the idlers lounge away towards the Palais Royal, 
fo fee, but much more to be feen. The Faz- 

bourg 
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botire and ftreet of St. Honoré, where dwell the 
Financiers and other men in place are, at this 
hour, filled with humble fuitors, who come to 
iolicit for penfions or places. 

Thofe who make their heads and wits pay for 
the relief of their hungry ftomachs, prepare 
themfelves to refort under fome of thofe hofpi- 
table roofs, where genius in diftrefs is always 
fure to find a good table; you may fee them fet 
off for fo commendable an expedition in the bet 
drefs they could hire or purchafe, walking on 
tiptoe for fear of {plafhing their white ftockings, 
and treading as light as poffible from one end of 
Paris to the other; avoiding, with the createlt 
care, though not always with the defired fuccefs, 
the unmerciful approach of carriages, efpecially 
the hackney ones; as this is one of the mott bufy 
hours of the day for thofe uncomfortable vehi- 
cles ; fuch is indeed the great demand for them, 
that the firft caller gets in at one door, anda 
fecond, fcaling on the other fide, fits himfelf 
down by the former, and then a formal appeal 
lies before the Commiffaire, who determines the 
ptlority of right between the contending par- 
ties. 

An hour after the ftreets are cleared. It is din- 
ner time—A perfect calm fucceeds to the rattling 
fiorm of coaches, vinzigrettes, cabrioles, &c. 
but this tranquillity is foon difturbed again. 

At 
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At a quarter paft five, Hell is in a manner 
broke loofe. Woe to him who is obliged to 
walk the ftreets at that time, as they are blocked 
up by carriages crofling each other, and racing 
it towards the play-houfes and public walks. : 

Peace and quiet return again; and at feven 
in the evening all is filent, as if the whole city 
and. its inhabitants were laid under the powerful 
fpell'of fome enchanter. It is the moft danger- 
ous part of the evening in autumn, becanfe the 
Guet, or watch, isnot yet fet, and many. out- 
rages are committed about that time. 

At nine o’clock the charm is deftroyed, and 
the noife of carriages fluns once more your ears, 
and threatens the lives of the foot pafflengers: 
it proclaims the return of idle opulence from a 
tragedy, which they did not feel; or a comedy, 
which they zould not underftand, becaufe it 
held up too faithful a mirror to their vices and 
folly. ty: 

This is alfo the time when venal beauty ftalks 
abroad, when the devoted victims of debauchery 
up to their ancles in mud, purfue the paflengers, 
and accoft them in a language fuitable. to a mind 
loft to all feelings of decency and felf-efteem. 
This is tolerated under pretence that public in- 
continency is the beft preferver of private cha- 
{tity ; that profticution prevents violence, and 
that were it not for thefe votaries of promif- 
cuous 
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cuous love, the unruly paffions of which hu- 
man frailty is heir to, would intice man, who 
on the chapter of women is a monfter, to fe« 
duce innocence. All this may be true; never 
indeed were rapes lefs known or talked of than 
in the prefent time, but whether this circum- 
{tance may be adduced as an argument in fup- 
port of the toleration alluded to, or implies a 
reflection on womankind, is more than I dare 
attempt to determine. . 

Meanwhile thefe fcandalous fcenes are acted 
clofe to the door of the honeft tradefman, whofe 
daughters are both ear and eye witneffes of what 
paffes under their very windows. The lan« 
guage and actions: of thofe deluded wretches 
becomes a public lecture on the moft infamous 
debauchery, and that mind muft be ten times 
folded in Virtue’s fteel that can efcape corrup- 
tion, and amidit the confufed and ear-grating 
vociforations of Harlots, perufe with attention 
and profit the Philofopher’s Treaty on Cha- 
ftity. | 

At eleven o’clock fuppers are nearly ended, 
the coffee-houfe politicians, indigent f{cribblers, 
ftarving garrateers, fhut out from their places 
of refort, are now on-their way to their ready 
furnifhed aparirhents, if fuch a name can be 
given to a fmall room, or rather hole on the 
hith or fixth ftory, where all the moveables con- 


x itt 








134 PARIS IN MINIATURE. 


fit in a couple of broken chairs, a moft wretch- 
ed bed, and worfe bedding, The forlorn daugh- 
ters of proftitution give up their chace, or ftand 
clofe to the walls and in dark corners, left they 
fhould be taken-up by. the Get, or watch, who 
now beat their rounds: for the fupreme legi- 
flator of the Cunaille, the formidable  Lieu- 
tenant de Police has faid, **’Till eleven at night 
thou mayeft revel in all. manner of excefs, in- 
fult the paffengers, fhew thyfelf the difgrace of 
thy fex and humanity, but after that hour, thou 
fhalt only be permitted to fin in private ;” and 
in thefe matters that magiftrate is the law and 
prophets. 

Between twelve and one, the fnoring tradef- 
man is roufed by the rattling noife of the 
coaches. Such is the contempt of the great for 
every thing that might in any refpect bring 
them to the ftandard of other men, that what 
is night for thefe, is by the former turned into 
day, for none but the plebeian can be mean 
enough to fet with the fun and rife with that 
brilliant luminary, whofe firft chearing rays 
never were meant to irradiate any other being 
than the brutes, or what is flill lefs in the eyes 
of the great, the labouring part of mankind. 

- Long before the break of day, ten thoufand 
countrymen and women arrive at the gates of 
Paris, with the provifions of fruit, pulfe, and 

flowers, 


PARIS IN MINIATURE, tg 


flowers, and after having undergone a thorough 
fearch from the officers, are permitted to enter 
the city, and carry their ufeful loads to the 
Halles, a place which is the mart for all the 
markets in Paris. And this is another amongft 
the many grievances that daily increafe the di- 
ftrefs of the poor: as it favours only the fore- 
ftallers and retailers, who fell to the indigent 
the leavings of the rich, ata higher price than 
the latter purchafe at the firft hand. Every ne- 
ceffary of life is dearer by one-third to thofe 
who, not being able to procure at once a cer- 
tain quantity of provifions, are obliged to buy 
of the loweft retailer, who has bought at the 
fecond hand what he fells by retail. 

Thus the lower fort of mechanics and journey- 
men pay for their wine, wood, butter, eggs, &c. 
at a far preater rate than the Duke of Orleans, 
or the Prince of Conde, and that great man, who 
enjoys three millions per annum, gets his pro- 
vifion much cheaper than the wretch who toils 
from morning to night to earn a fcanty fuften- 
ance. ‘The former drinks the beft of wines at 
the fame price as the latter purchafes from the 
next public houfe an adulterated and noxious 
beverage. 

Salt, for inftance, that effential article, which 
nature gives fo liberally, is retailed out at the 
extravagant rate of ¢hirteen fous per pound. The 

bg retailers 
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retailers pay that price for it to the contractor, 
or fermier-general of that department. | They 
are not permitted, it is true, to increafe the 
price, but then every body muft live, they 
therefore mix it with any thing that can add to 
the weight; and I. remember. to have heard:a 
little. girl, in the innocence of her heart. fay 
to a. cuitomer, ‘“* That. fhe. could not let her 
have any fale then, becaufe. her mamma, who 
was then out, had-nor yet put into it the ufual 
quantity of afhes.” This abufe is not only 
known and winked at, but-in fome manner fup- 
ported by government, who, by granting a li- 
cence to retail a falt, which they fell to the re- 
tailer at the very fame price that’the latter is to 
{ell it for, feem to give a tacit confent to: thofe 
fraudulent praétices, 

As to the wine, or rather baneful compounds 
fold under that denomination by the publicans, 
it is by far more fatal to the lower clafs)-of peo- 
ple, who drink the poifonous liguid,. For no- 
thing is fo eafy as to adulterate the wine, cyder, 
and brandy. — The retailer (hut up in his cellar, 
fecretly performs the hellifh mixture, and yet 
we have not an inftance of one of thefe wretches 
having been brought to the gallows, the jutt 
reward of thofe murderous villains, more dan- 
gerous by far to mankind: in general, than the 
moft notorious malefaétors, 

A chy- 
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A chymift of great reputation has found out 
a liquid, by the ufe of which not only the adul- 
teration is completely detegted, but effectually 
prevented, where it has not yet taken place. So 
valuable-a difcovery entitles the author to the 
thanks of his fellow-citizens, and the particular 
attention of a fovercign, who has at heart the 
welfare and prefervation of his fubjeéts. But 
where is he to be found? Upon repeated trials 
being made, it was proved to anf{wer every re- 
quifite purpofe ; the inventor was praifed, his 
difcovery much admired, but no more. 

_Monf, De Jusramonp, the ingenious chy- 
mift alluded to, had fome thoughts of offering 
it to fome perfons in Exgland, but it feems that 
there, as well as here, fecrets that have no other 
propriety than to ferve the nation without en- 
riching its rulers, are not thought worth atten- 
tion. I remember to have read, in a letter 
from London, that the method was propofed about 
eighteen months ago to a man in power, whofe 
anfwer was: “that government cared little a- 
bout the quality, provided the quantity export- 
ed brought a fufficient revenue to the Ex- 
chequer.”—Is this the anfwer of an Enelith- 
man? Sacred humanity where haft thou fled !— 
But let us complete our journal. 

At fix in the morning, and until feven in the 
depth of winter; but by three hours earlier in 
the 
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the fine feafon, the labourers and artificers quit 
their hard pillows, and return to their toils and 
fatigues—alas! after a day fpent in all manner 
of hardfhips, but foftened by the hopes of car- 
tying fome comfort to his unfortunate wife and 
children, he finds his little hovel inhabited by 
firangers, his family turned out of doors, and 
his bed occupied by perfons unknown to him=— 
This is an enigma for the reader, if he is -un+ 
acquainted with our barbarous laws and cuftomis. 
In this cafe, let him perufe the following 
chapter. Its fubject may be called the Coup 
de Grace given by defpotifm to forlorn indi- 
gence. 


CA PIT ATI ON; or POPrL-14 aa 


This tax, though not perhaps fo heavy and griev- 
ous as the fenths and the duties laid upon the en- 
trance of the commodities and even neceffaties of 
life, is far more cruel, as it is levelled at the perfon 
of the inhabitant.—Thanks to the fertile ima- 
gination of thofe public leeches, called Finan- — 
ciers; the Capitation, whofe very name conveys 
the idea of fervitude, takes daily ftrides towards 
an arbitrary increafe, which would foon make 
of it a burthenfome impofition, were not the 
way opened to reclamation againft this oppref- 
fion. ‘The Prevot des Marchands, or Mayor of 

Paris, 
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Paris, is judge in thefe matters, and will, if 
applied to in time, redref$ the grievance com- 
plained of ; but will every Prevdt des Marchands 
be as honeft as a CAvuMARTIN ?>—The odds are 
againft it. 

If an inhabitant is backward: in paying his 
Capitation, he is not proceeded againft in the 
common law, that is to fay, that his furniture 
and moveables are not direétly feized upon and 
fold on the fpot, but he is put under martial 
law, and this alludes to the concluding words 
of the foregoing chapter. The colleétor, in the 
King’s name, fends garrifon at free quarters in 
the houfe of the delinquent; they will fleep in 
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his bed, and sumanely indulge him to lay on 
the boards, 

There are Cupitations fo low as thirty fols ; 
but the King’s brave troops will find their way 
to the moft wretched habitation, to exaét the 
tribute from the induftrious but unfortunate 
parent of a large family, to whom government 
ought, in ulkite and mercy, to allow fome trifle 
towards repairing an hovel opened to al! the 
inclemency of the weather. 

Every fubjeft, not even excepting the Dau- 
phin himfelf, pays the Poll-tax; the clergy 
however, with their ufual finefie, and in the 
name of that Being whom they daily infult more 
than they ferve his.caufe, have afked, and ob- 

tained, 
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tained, to be free from a burthen which, amonett 
others, they have charitably fhaken off from. 
their own fhoulders ‘* that it might lie heavier 
upon thofe of the people.” Ever true to their 
own doérine, but more fo to their intereft: 
“< Their heaven they promife, but our earth 
they covet.” 

Fean Facques Rouffeau, who certainly was bet- 
ter than them all, having refufed to pay his Ca- 
fitation, by reafon that the city corporation, 
who were then managers of the Opera-houfe, 
owed him 60,000 livres, for his Devin du Village, 
“was threatened with a garrifon. When the re~ 
ceiver having been timely informed, laid the 
important cafe before the Prevot and Aldermen 
in common council affembled, a motion was 
inftantly made, and by a great majority, the 
city Sanhedrin refolved generoufly, to forgive the 
author of Emile the three livres twelve fols 
capitation; but not a word was fpoken of the) 
60,000 livres claimed by that great man. 

i can vouch to the truth of this fact, as I was 
witnefs of the proceedings againft Rouffeau, and 
his obftinate refufal tcocomply. It was not for 
the fum itfelf, no man ever had a more fove- 
reign contempt for pecuniary concerns; befides, 
the above quota is no more than the rate of a 
common maid-fervant, but he looked upon it 
as-a piece of injuftice, in which he would have 

thought 
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thought himfelf an accomplice, had he paid 
the iniquitous demand. He ftrictly forbad his 
wife and friends to pay for him, under pain of 
incurring his difpleafure and indignation. — It 
was in vain to remonftrate, that the Kine’s gar- 
rifon in thefe cafes have no kind of regard for 
celebrated writers whoever they may be. Well, 
would he reply, let it be fo; let them take pol- 
fefon of my room, and even the bed, I thall 
go, fet myfelf down at the foot of a tree, and 
there wait quietly for death, He was a man 
capable of doing as he faid. Luckily the ma- 
giftrate found him out in time to prevent it. 
he lived then in an apartment, on the fifth ftory, 
in the Rue Platriere, not far from the Poft- 
office, 


ESF AES ORT) FG I GME O HORN 


Were I to continue the detail of our vices 
and follies, it would {well this work to a couple 
of folios, and ferve no other purpofe than to 
expofe them, without effecting any falutary al- 
teration amongft us. Our women would ftill 
remain what they are, coquets, until thirty, nor 
would they give over their pretenfions to beauty 
and love, until they find that neither rouge nor 
cofmetics, laid ever fo artfully, can hide from 
the preying eye of a malicious world the au- 
thentic certificate of their age, deeply engraved 
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on their once admired faces, by the rude hand 
of all deftroying time, and that they can no 
‘longer pafs their fhrivelled rinkles for. lovely 
dimples. In fhort, they would, as they do 
now, end in religious hypocrify, a life {pend m 
folly and diffipation. : 
.» On the other hand, our men of quality diajaia 
‘continue in their fafhionable vices. The mid- 
dling ftate, and our populace, in their ignorance, 
-wretchednefs, and abfurdities; and Paris re- 
main to the end of its exiftence, the dirtieff, 
moft debauched, pooreft, and yet the moft ri- 
-diculoufly proud and prefumptuous of all the 
-eities built fince the deftruétion of Babylon. 


Voita Paris !—QUuE VOUS EN SEMBLE? © 


‘POS T- 


ob Es 3 


POSTFACE, 


Quid rides? Mutato nomine de te 
Fabula narratur.— 


f @ OW I came by that {crap of Latin, good 


reader, or whether I underftand it or 





not, is neither worth your while to enquire, nor 
mine to tell. I can however inform you what 
I mean by it, and that is, ** A fool 1s often the 
{port of a greater fool] than himfelf.” 

You feem difpleafed ferene reader, I cannot 
help it, for I think the faying very applicable 
in the prefent cafe; I mean to do more, I fhall 
prove it, and whether your felf-pride allows it 
or not, | know’ confcience muft, and that: is 
enough for me. 

Placed at three hundred miles diftance, you 
have laughed at the folly of the Parifians, fo 
have I for ten years together on the very fpot. 
But at my return to London, I fhook my head 
and faid‘ Tuts is Paris acatn!’ The ftreets 
are cleaner and more commodious, I own it, 
but fhould the difference between the Englifh 
and French metropolis, between the abode 
of freedom and flavery, confift only in mere 
acceflaries and outward ornaments? The diftinc- 
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tior ought to exift between men and men. 
The Britons fhould be known by a practice of 
all thofe virtues which become the fons of liber- 
ty, and preferve unfullied their noble inhe- 
ritance, by continuing to be the terror and ad- 
miration, as they are objects of envy to all Eu- 
rope. But how low are the mighty fallen! we 
are French in our very manner of eating—Our 
women have firft caught the contagion: they 
Jive, they talk, they love da la Francoife, and 
our men, to fhow that Englifh genius, can im- 
prove upon every thing, are become far more 
diffolute in their morals, more effeminate in 
their manner of living, and more extravagant 
in drefs ; in fine, greater coxcombs than the moft 
finical Frenchman. ‘Thus with their dancers, 
frifeurs, and impures, we have imported all the 
vices and follies of thofe modern Sybarites, 
without a grain of their virtues. 

I do not mean to caft a general reflection, and 
pafs fo heavy a cenfure on the whole nation— 
Thanks to Heaven! there are ftill fome men 
who are an honour to their country. May they 
continue in thofe principles, and remember, that 
there is not a being more contemptible and ridi- 
culous, thana Frenchifed Englifhman.—But as 
} mean in this Poftface to draw a fhort parallel 
between the two Capitals, let us examine the 
advantages we have above our neighbours. 


One 
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One of the ereateft grievances which the 
French groan under, arife from that fwarm of 
government fpies, who furround them on all 
fides, introduce themfelves into their families, 
and betray their fecrets to a defpotic minifter.— 
We have no fuch wretches, or if there are any, 
it is to watch the man in place; but this is only 
between minifter and minifter, the honeft man 
has nothing to dread from them.—vYet are we 
not curfed with a greater evil? We have in- 
formers, the worft, the meaneft, the moft infa- 
mous herd of degraded mankind. The former, 
by catching at every word you utter, will per- 
haps bring upon you a temporary confinement, 
The latter may endanger your life-—Shame, e- 
ternal fhame upon that government, who encou- 
rages and rewards fuch wretches! It is Shylock’s 
bond, fo much for a pound of human fleth. 

The French are deprived of the liberty of the 
ptefs—we enjoy it without controul—But what 
is the ufe we makevf this our contftitutional pri- 
vilege !—Our new/papers are turned to the worft 
of purpofes—our pampbleteers induige their own 
fpleen, without confulting the general good— 
they revile men in power, not to point out to 
them’more eligible plans, but for the mere pur- 
pole of treating them with the moft opprobious 
language. I have read all the political reveries of 
our ftate reformers, on both fide of the queftion, 
| and 
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and this lecture has convinced me, that. we are 
79 temporal, what divines are, or at leaft have 
been, in religious matters, emnbroiling every thing, 
and confounding, as it were, confufion itfelf. 

What every rational being ought to under- 
fland by the liberty of the prefs, is the freedom 
of delivering his thoughts upon every objeét in 
which, as a member of fociety, he finds himfelf 
concerned; to cenfure the mifcondué of the 
ftatefmen, not to abufe them: For political 
pamphlets fhould be no more than an expoftulat- 
ing converfation between the fubject and the 
ruling powers—fome good might then be done : 
but, in order to enforce argument, is it necefla- 
sy to rail at facred Majefty, and grofly infule 
the man in the minifier ? 

The Emperor bas indulged his fubjects with 
the liberty of the prefs—it was abufed as foon as 
eranted. To prevent licentioufnefs, it was or- 
dered that no books on any fubject fhould be 
publithed, without the real name of the author. 
This regulation is wife, and no ways isimical to 
the liberty of the prefs; it only checks the ca- 
seer of thofe affaffins who fet upon you in the 
dark, and ftab you in the tendereft part. A 
well-sreaning man finds faule where there is any, 
tells it to the world, and fhould not be afraid to 
avow himfelf, fince he is con{cious of intending 
no harm, but.onthe contrary, of endeavouring 

to 
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to do good. The cowardly abufive feribbler may 
fly He, light, becanfe he dreads it—the hone 
man has no fuch fears about him. 

In France they complain of their criminal 
law—lIs ours better regulated? I will not enter 
into a differtation about the matter, it would car- 
ry me too far: but let us fuppofe that we are 
fuperior to them in this refpect—are they not fo 
to us in point of civil law, at leaft in what regards 
matters between debtor and creditor. I thudder 
when I think it is in the power of every villain to 
deprive a man, not only of his liberty, buteven 
of his future profpect in life, by {wearing a falfe 
debt againft him: The unfortunate victim is 
taken up and imprifoned for want of bail, the 
real creditors take the alarm, twenty detainers are 
jodged in an inftant, and the man is ruined. But 
he may try the caufe—granted ; yet what avails 
it him, the plaintiff, who keeps out of the way 
or files the country, is caft for non-appearance, 
and for your comfort, you have a couniel to fee, 
an attorney’s bill to difcharge, and other ex- 

bes 


pences to defray. Itis: 
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and refpectable tradefman of F Coventry-tee et, 
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ot long fince, a worthy 


fa 
He 


very active in profecuting {windlers, was arreft 
for 11001. at the fuit of one of thofe rm 
a rafcal without hardly a fhirt to his back, fivears 
toa debt of 1100]. and is believed !—And why 
not ? the oath brings money to the perfon who 
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tenders it, and take it who lifts—In France, a 
debtor is fummoned to appear, has fufficient 
time allowed him, nor is he caft, but upon the 
authenticity of the vouchers -produced againft 
him by the creditor, 

The French pay little or no poor’s rates—no 
wonder that their cities and towns fhould be 
filled with beggars, But we are oppreffed with 
a very grievous tax to prevent the fame ill-con- 
venience ; yet I cannot walk the ftreets of Lon- 
don, without being fhocked at the fight of hu- 
man mifery, whilft the more fturdy beggars of 
both fexes follow to force an alm from the paf- 
fenger, or abufe him if he refufes it. But you 
will fay, there are good laws toprevent it; if fo, 
why are they not put in force ? 

You have laughed with me at the fuperftition 
and credulity of the populace—and does not eve- 
ry Frenchman that comes over, find you far 
more weak and credulous than any of his coun- 
trymen? Are you not conftantly the dupes of 
quacks of every denomination—in politics, phy- 
fic, and even religion? Are you not daily im- 
poled upon by thofe French Refugees, who 
read, dance, cook, and draw teeth, and get 
more inamonth, from your mifplaced genero- 
fity, than they could earn in half a fcore of years 
on the Continent: where they would fuffer the 
firfl-rate genius of this country to linger away his 
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life in wretchednefs and ob{curity ;—whilft we 
Javifh thoufands upon their moft needy adven- 
turers.—Then, reader, clap your hand to your 
breaft, and anfwer the queftion :—Who are the 
Fools ! 

The defcription of a French phyfician has a 
little ruffled the gravity of your countenance—~ 
fo much the better.—Now diveft him. of that 
foppery which is inherent to every Frenchman, 
but would fit very aukwardly upon an Enelifh 
Eculapius ; only examine the former as to his 
ignorance, you will think yourfelf perfectly at 
home; the fame uncertainty in their art, the 
fame obftinacy in following their old beaten 
track, be the confequence what it may ; in fhort, 
the fame inveteracy againft quacks, and only 
differing from the latter, in that they are fo by 
patent. What the celebrated Chancellor Bacon 
reports as the irreverend je{t of a Jew Phyfician, 
tho’ perhaps his own, may be applied to the 
whole tribe of Medecine Doétores : “Like bifhops 
they have the power of binding and loofing, and 
nothing mote.” | 

You feem aftonifhed at the formidable army of 
venal beauties fcattered about Paris, to the num- 
ber of 40,000 effective women: Then you have 
not muftered the feinale forces of this capital, 
otherwife, exclufive of volunteers, you would 
think them a match at leaft, and that in every 
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refpect of impudence and infamy. —But here : 
drop the curtain. 

I could continue the Lonipanitas further, but 
Tam not writing a volume; befides, I am 
checked in my career by the Publifher, who is 

afraid left I fhould exceed certain bounds, which 
he knows to be the ze plus altra of the expences 
which you with to be at fer the purchafe of a 
book. And fuchamongft you, who fcruple not 
to pay twenty guineas for the capers of a French 
dancer, would not beftow five fhillings to refcue 
the works of a Bacon from total oblivion—well, 
then, adieu tYet I will have the laft word, and 
tell you, that the London Cockney is as abfurd, 
as conceited, and as ridiculous, as the Badaud 3 
de Paris.—And fo faying, I leave you to td 
private meditation. | | ; 


From my Garret, 
April rsth, 1792. 


EL. Mee tae 
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